
- Poverty, Education, Unemployment
- Housing Affordability
- Transportation/Transit
- Growing Diversity
- Mental Health

- Violence and Safety Among All Ages
- Obesity Across All Age Groups
- Tobacco, Alcohol, and Other Drug Use
- Low Vaccination Rates
- Water Quality and Sustainable Drinking Water

WATER QUALITY AND SUSTAINABLE DRINKING WATER
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 Protect Against Environmental Health Hazards

WATER QUALITY AND SUSTAINABLE 
DRINKING WATER
The concern is especially for communities expecting significant growth 
in the next decades.

Groundwater is readily available supplying public and private water 
systems throughout Anoka County. Columbia Heights and Hilltop 
municipal systems that obtain their water from the Mississippi River 
through their connection to the Minneapolis Water Works.  Increasing 
water demand may potentially exceed the sustainability of locally avail-
able groundwater supplies in some areas of the County.  

The Minnesota Geological Survey has determined that Anoka County’s 
central and northern communities lack a major groundwater aquifer 
(Prairie du Chien-Jordan) that supplies much of the developed metro-
politan region’s municipal water systems.  The Minnesota Department 
of Natural Resources has expressed concern that local groundwater 
resources in transitional communities may not be sufficient to support 
water demand typically associated with full development.

The Environmental Services Section of CHES prepared an in-depth  
report of water issues in conjunction with CHES’ 2009 Community 
Health Plan submission. In 2014, CHES reconvened the Water Re-
sources and Supply Task Force to update the document and generate 
the following new recommendations:        

1. Strive for coordinated water management programs:
• Continue performing community assessment and planning of

water resources ever five years as part of Anoka County’s
requirement for a comprehensive community health assessment
and plan.

• Maintain a Task Force that meets a minimum of twice yearly
to review update and coordinate  the efforts and information of
organizations and their agencies to manage local water resources.

  The Prairie du Chien -Jordan Aquifer 
       Formation in the Metropolitan Area.
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WATER QUALITY AND SUSTAINABLE 
DRINKING WATER, cont.

1. Strive for coordinated water management programs:
• The Task Force will monitor current and emerging water resource

issues to identify collaborative opportunities to implement programs
that enhance the management of local water resources and
protection of human health and ecosystems. The Task Force
will identify and assess gaps in the management of water
resources and make recommendations to address significant gaps.
The identified opportunities are to be summarized in a report
provided to the Anoka County Human Services Committee and
each city and watershed management organization in the
county.

• The Anoka County CHES Department supports the above activities
as part of the department’s assessment and planning activities.

2. Strive for coordinated water education programs:
• The CHES Department may consider action to secure grants

for facilitation of a coordinated approach to conservation and
environmental education outreach as well as facilitate the
development of partnerships to coordinate and enhance the
numerous community-based natural/environmental programs.

• Utilize work groups of technical and education professionals to
develop and deliver informational messages.

• Actively seek grant and other funding opportunities to support
community information and awareness efforts. Maintain the
Know the Flow website (www.Know.the.Flow.us) to provide water
resource information and outreach projects. This website supports
county agencies, cities, watershed management organizations,

    lake improvement districts and other organizations that promote
    protection and sustainable management of water resources. 
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WATER QUALITY AND SUSTAINABLE   
DRINKING WATER, cont.
3. Promote local water sustainability

• Establish a Water Sustainabilitiy Work Group of Anoka County
water appropriators to collaborate to address the current and
future water resources sustainablity issues as information and
studies develop.

• Facilitate community cooperation in the development of water
   resource conservation and sustainability initiatives that will         

     cost-effectively satisfy state requirements of water users.

• Facilitate community participation in the identification
of alternatives as identified in the North and East Metropolitan
Groundwater Management Area report (NEM-GWMA).

4. Drinking water protection:
• CHES will continue support and facilitate the cooperative

wellhead protection efforts of the Anoka County Municipal
Wellhead Protection Group.

• CHES will continue the inspection and testing of public water
supplies serving county-licensed food and lodging establishments.

5. Identify opportunities in local water management:
• Identify opportunities to encourage Anoka County residents

and property owners to locate and seal abandoned wells through
education, citizen engagement and financial grant assistance.

• Identify opportunities to cooperate with the Department of
Natural Resources in locating and educating unpermitted water
appropriators through local land use and environmental programs.

Implications
      Protection of drinking water safety and adequate supply requires    
      the coordinated efforts of multiple state and local governments  
      and advocacy organizations. The plan provides a comprehensive 
      guide for action.

2015-2019 Action Steps
• Community Health Improvement Plan Goal V:  Maintain

adequate sources of safe drinking water for Anoka County
             residents.

• Strategic Plan Goal IV A:  End of year reports of
Environmental Services’ (ES) staff will document activities 

            designed to maintain sustainable quality drinking water.




