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The Know The Flow website (www.KnowTheFlow.us) is a water resources management 

initiative to provide public information and coordination among Anoka County agencies, 

communities and water management organizations.  The Anoka County Water Resources 

Management Report (2014) states: “Residents, businesses, and organizations are willing to 

cooperate in the protection and management of their natural resources, when asked and where 

supported. Leadership and enduring community support are critical elements to garner wider 

public cooperation.”   Anoka County Environmental Services coordinates the Know The Flow 

website.  For more information contact Bart Biernat (763-422-6985; 

Bart.Biernat@co.anoka.mn.us). 

Anoka County is addressing local water resource issues in a cooperative effort with the 

Conservation District, Extension Service, the twenty-one communities, seven watershed 

management organizations, lake improvement districts, lake associations and other interested 

parties. See Directory of Agencies to learn more about these partners. 

The Anoka County Water Resources Management Report, produced by these partners, 

outlines a coordinated approach to water resource protection and management.  Members of the 

Anoka County Water Resources Task Force provide advice and recommendations for a county-

wide effort to protect our citizens as we protect and manage our water resource. 

The members of the Anoka County Municipal Wellhead Protection Group have established 

an efficient and cost effective cooperative program to protect the groundwater source of 

community drinking water systems through jointly implementing common elements of their 

wellhead protection plans.  The municipal members of the ACMWPG combined their resources 

and energy to establish the KnowTheFlow.us website (see Statement of Purpose and 

Authorization).  Wellhead protection is a program to reduce the impacts of pollution on 

groundwater near public water supply wells.  The community members of the Anoka County 

Municipal Wellhead Protection Group are Andover, Anoka, Blaine, Centerville, Circle Pines, 

Fridley, Lexington, Lino Lakes, Saint Francis and Spring Lake Park. 

 

http://www.knowtheflow.us/
https://www.anokacounty.us/1421/Water-Information-and-Management
mailto:Bart.Biernat@co.anoka.mn.us
http://www.knowtheflow.us/?page_id=4
http://www.anokacounty.us/DocumentCenter/Home/View/5631
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/ACMWPG-StatementOfPurpose2.pdf
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/ACMWPG-StatementOfPurpose2.pdf
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Restoring Hardwood Creek in Lino Lakes and Hugo

 January 3rd, 2014  acknowtheflow

Hardwood Creek is a valuable natural feature to residents and property owners in Lino Lakes. But in 2002 the
creek was found impaired because pollution had reduced oxygen in the water so that fish and aquatic insect
populations were falling or even missing. Hardwood Creek flows through Hugo into Lino Lakes and empties
into Peltier Lake.

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and the Rice Creek Watershed District have partnered with Anoka
and Washington Counties and the Cities of Lino Lakes and Hugo to find solutions that restore the natural
quality of Hardwood Creek.

ERODING SOILS  A study determined that eroding soils were destroying important stream habitat and
lowering dissolved oxygen making Hardwood Creek uninhabitable for many species of fish. The MPCA and
RCWD took steps to address these problems. First Step – eroding stream banks were stabilized using logs,
native plants and grasses. Second Step – a section of the creek was reconnected to the original meandering
path. By “re-meandering” the creek, speed of water flow was slowed therefore reducing erosion and the
amount of dirt washing into Hardwood Creek during rain events. Nutrient pollutants (e.g. lawn fertilizer) bind
to dirt particles that can pollute the water when washed into the creek. Nutrients lower the level of dissolved
oxygen in water.
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http://www.knowtheflow.us/?page_id=16
http://www.knowtheflow.us/?page_id=4
http://www.knowtheflow.us/?page_id=280
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https://maps.google.com/maps?client=safari&q=Map+of+Hardwood+Creek+Minnesota&oe=UTF-8&ie=UTF-8&ei=wDDIUuisEqb7yAGIz4HgCw&ved=0CAoQ_AUoAg


The Third Step – is up to members of the community. Landowners adjacent or near Hardwood Creek are
asked to work with the Rice Creek Watershed District to improve the quality of water that runs off their land
and into the creek or storm water sewers that drain into the creek.

For more information or to learn how you can help restore Hardwood Creek contact the Rice Creek
Watershed District at 763-398-3070 or see the links below about controlling soil erosion and protecting the
quality of surface water.

Erosion prevention and sediment control (MPCA fact sheet)
Water Story (YouTube 3:50): Schroeder Dairy and Madsen Farm along the Minnesota River are
safeguarding the environment – not only out of personal responsibility, but because it adds value to
their property and operation.
Lino Lakes Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program (SWPPP) (651-982-2400)
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Minnesota Master Naturalist class at Anoka-Ramsey Community
College

 January 5th, 2014  acknowtheflow

Through the Minnesota Master Naturalist partnership with Anoka-Ramsey Community college, six
community members can take the spring Field Biology course. Class starts on Jan. 16, 2014 and meet
Thursdays (5:30-8:30pm) through May 8th. Two Sat. field trips are on April 5th and May 3rd (8:30 am –
4:30 pm). For more information contact Peggy Guiney.

Who can become a Minnesota Master Naturalist volunteer? Any adult who is curious and enjoys learning
about the natural world, shares that knowledge with others, and supports conservation. If you enjoy hiking,
bird watching, following tracks, or identifying wildflowers, you’ll love being a Minnesota Master Naturalist
Volunteer.

The Minnesota Master Naturalist Volunteer training courses consists of in-classroom training and field trips.
Course are designed to be a general overview of Minnesota’s three biomes: Big Woods, Big Rivers (BWBR);
Prairies and Potholes (PP); North Woods, Great Lakes (NWGL); plus advanced training (ADV).

How much do the courses cost? Each course costs $200.00 (advanced courses are less) and includes course
manuals and supplies.  Scholarships Available. If the $200.00 fee is a hardship, fill out the scholarship
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application and send it to Minnesota Master Naturalist.  For more information call the MMN office at 888-
241-4532.
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State Fish Art Contest

 January 7th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

The$STATE(FISH$ART$Contest$is$open$worldwide$to$all$children$in$grades$K$(12$in$any$public,$private$or$home(
school,$any$youth$group,$after(school$program,$youth$camp,$scout$troop,$art$class,$etc.,$or$just$an$individual
kid$that$wants$to$enter!$

Essentially$any$child$of$K(12$age$is$eligible$as$long$as$a$responsible$adult$reads,$agrees$to$and$signs$their
entry$form.$$Only$one$entry$per$child$will$be$accepted.

“Every year, there are one or two very disappointed students because they, their teachers or their parents did
not follow our simple requirements (rules). The unfortunate result is disqualification by the judges…very,
very sad indeed.“  ~ Karen R. Hollingsworth, Manager, STATE-FISH ART

Deadline to submit your entry is March 31st.

Wildlife Forever’s  STATE-FISH ART Contest is an exciting, multimedia conservation education program
designed to increase awareness of and respect for aquatic resources creating stewardship.
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Drinking water protection map now includes the Mississippi River

 January 10th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

UPDATE (1/13/2014) A chemical spill that polluted a Charleston, West Virginia river last week is an
example of the importance in managing potential pollutants that can contaminate a drinking water supply.
Minneapolis and St. Paul regional water systems get their water from the Mississippi River. For information
on preventing pollution of the Mississippi River and protecting Twin Cities drinking water supply go to
the Upper Mississippi River Source Water Protection Project webpage. If you own or operate a chemical
storage tank go to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency’s Tank Compliance and Assistance Program
website for information on preventing pollution and spills that may contaminate drinking water sources.

The Anoka County Wellhead Protection interactive map application has been expanded to display the
Drinking Water Supply Management Areas (DWSMA) of the Mississippi River. The Mississippi River is the
source of drinking water for many communities throughout the Twin Cities, including Columbia Heights and
Hilltop in Anoka County. To see the Mississippi River DWSMAs click on the “more…” button (upper right
side of map) and check the “Mississippi DWSMAs” box.

Keeping drinking water safe includes preventing pollutants from reaching the water source. The cost of
prevention is much less than the price of treating polluted drinking water or finding an alternative source of
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http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/workshopsclasses/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/grants-and-applications/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/goodtoknow/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-admin/post.php?post=6304&action=edit
http://www.umrswpp.com/Index.htm
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clean water.

In Anoka County the source of drinking water is typically a water well (groundwater). Public water suppliers
are implementing their wellhead protection programs to prevent groundwater pollution from reaching their
wells. By preventing pollution of the land and groundwater – near a community well – you and your public
water supplier are keeping your drinking water safe and helping to establish a sustainable source for the
future. For more information about wellhead protection in your community contact your city water utility or
click on the DWSMA in the Wellhead Protection Interactive Map for contact information about the wellhead
protection manager.

Keeping pollution out the Mississippi protects the health of over 900,000 people including the residents of
Columbia Heights and Hilltop in Anoka County. Preventing pollution of land, ditches, creeks, streams that
add water to the Mississippi requires the cooperation land owners, residents and businesses that are near the
river or a storm sewer, creek or steam that empties into the river.
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Park, Wellhead Protection
« State Fish Art Contest
Anoka County supports groundwater sustainability and economic vitality »
Both comments and pings are currently closed. Edit this entry.

Comments are closed.

Upcoming Events

Deer Classic

March 7 @ 1:00 pm - March 9 @ 4:00 pm

Coon Creek Watershed Meeting

March 10 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm

Mississippi Watershed Meeting

March 11 @ 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm

-Fridley Environmental Quality Commission Meeting

March 11 @ 7:00 pm

http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/announcements/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/andover/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/anoka/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/blaine/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/centerville/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/circle-pines/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/columbia-heights/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/columbus/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/coon-rapids/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/fridley/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/hilltop/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/lexington/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/lino-lakes/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/ramsey/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/saint-francis/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/spring-lake-park/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/wellhead-protection/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/2014/01/state-fish-art-contest/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/2014/01/anoka-county-supports-groundwater-sustainability-and-economic-vitality/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-admin/post.php?post=6304&action=edit
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/deer-classic/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/coon-creek-watershed-meeting-4/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/mississippi-watershed-meeting-2/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/fridley-environmental-quality-commission-meeting/


Home
About KTF
Contacts
Tools for Residents
Tools For Businesses
Take Action

 
Search  

Protect Our Wells
Mark Your Calendar
Take A Class
Apply for a Grant
Increase Your Awareness

New video: Sealing Your Unused Well

 January 10th, 2014  acknowtheflow

See the new Minnesota Department of Health video that describes the process of  Sealing Your Unused
Well (YouTube, 4:37). Old water wells must be sealed to: 1) prevent pollution of deep groundwater; and
2) Protect nearby drinking water wells from becoming contaminated.

To seal a well right, it must be done by a licensed well contractor who knows wells and will certify that the
well was sealed according to Minnesota’s Well Code standards.

Your city  water supplier asks you to locate and seal your unused wells. Unused wells near a city well are a
particular threat to the safety of a community’s drinking water supply. There are many many buried old wells
that are forgotten – unless/until they create a groundwater pollution problem that shows up in a routine test of
the city’s drinking water.

The Anoka County Municipal Wellhead Protection Group has developed a list of well sealing contractors that
have indicated that they will search for, and seal, old hidden wells. If your property is near a public water
supply well and inside their wellhead protection area – your city water utility may be able to help you to seal
your well with a grant or other services. Contact your city for more information.

 Posted in Announcements, Wellhead Protection
« Drinking water protection map now includes the Mississippi River
Both comments and pings are currently closed.

Comments are closed.
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Anoka County supports groundwater sustainability and economic
vitality

 January 15th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Anoka County supports efforts for groundwater sustainability and economic vitality. The Anoka County
Board of Commissioners has passed a resolution in support of principles that protect our water resources
while maintaining our growing economic vitality. Points in Anoka County’s position include:

Anoka County’s future economic vitality is dependent on maintaining an environment that supports
vigorous communities;
A community that is vital and sustainable is of greater value to individuals and businesses;
Pristine natural features such as clean lakes and land enhance the value of a community.

Management and protection of Anoka County’s natural resources are necessary to maintain healthy and vital
communities. An important local landscape feature is the “Anoka Sand Plain” (named after the county for
which it is most prominent) that acts as a primary groundwater recharge zone to aquifers used for water
supply throughout the metropolitan area.

Recently, the Commissioner of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) designated a north
and east zone of the metropolitan area (including part of Anoka County) as a Groundwater Management
Area, or GWMA. The GWMA designation is in response to lowering water levels in White Bear Lake that
has been attributed to excessive pumping from large capacity (including municipal) wells. In recent years,
concern has also been expressed over the lower levels of Bunker, Crooked and Itasca lakes in Anoka County.
The DNR will address managing water use within the GWMA through focused evaluation, conservation
education and sustainable groundwater use.
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The Anoka County Board of Commissioners joins with others in support of: Taking action toward results
which will lead to groundwater sustainability, while balancing groundwater management with the community
economic development vitality efforts. In addition, Anoka County will continue to be an engaged stakeholder
in the DNR’s efforts regarding White Bear Lake and the new Groundwater Management Area.

The Know The Flow website is an example of Anoka County’s approach to managing water resources
through coordination between county, city and watershed management agencies. The Anoka County Water
Resources Management Report (October, 2009) provides agencies with a framework for cooperation in
protection and management of water resources.

For more information contact Anoka County Environmental Services at 763-422-7063.
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New video: Sealing Your Unused Well

 January 15th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

See the new Minnesota Department of Health video that describes the process of  Sealing Your Unused
Well (YouTube, 4:37). Old water wells must be sealed to: 1) prevent pollution of deep groundwater; and
2) Protect nearby drinking water wells from becoming contaminated.

To seal a well right, it must be done by a licensed well contractor who knows wells and will certify that the
well was sealed according to Minnesota’s Well Code standards.

Your city  water supplier asks you to locate and seal your unused wells. Unused wells near a city well are a
particular threat to the safety of a community’s drinking water supply. There are many many buried old wells
that are forgotten – unless/until they create a groundwater pollution problem that shows up in a routine test of
the city’s drinking water.

The Anoka County Municipal Wellhead Protection Group has developed a list of well sealing contractors that
have indicated that they will search for, and seal, old hidden wells. If your property is near a public water
supply well and inside their wellhead protection area – your city water utility may be able to help you to seal
your well with a grant or other services. Contact your city for more information.
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Lino Lakes addresses the safety of their drinking water

 January 27th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

The City of Lino Lakes held a public information meeting (Jan. 27, 2014) to present part 1 of their updated
wellhead protection plan to residents and businesses within the city and inside the City’s designated Drinking
Water Supply Management Area (DWSMA).  The Lino Lakes DWSMA establishes a land area, around the
City’s municipal wells, that have a greater potential to influence the quality of groundwater captured by the
wells. 

Lino Lakes is moving forward to prepare part 2, of their Wellhead Protection Plan that will include:

identifying pollution sources within the DWSMA;
determine the problems and opportunities in protecting the source of drinking water;
establish goals; and
establish a plan of action to reach protection goals.

Use the DWSMA map app. to find out if your property is inside a DWSMA. For more information contact
the Marty Asleson (Environmental Coordinator, City of Lino Lakes) at 651-982-2435.

(Photographed: Nancy Zeigler, WSB & Associates)

http://www.knowtheflow.us/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/about/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/directory-of-water-related-agencies-in-anoka-county/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/learn-more-2/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/tools-for-businesses/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/wellhead-protection/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/feed/
https://twitter.com/KnowTheFlowUS
http://www.knowtheflow.us/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/wellhead-protection/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/announcements/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/workshopsclasses/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/grants-and-applications/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/goodtoknow/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-admin/post.php?post=6513&action=edit
http://gis.anokacountymn.gov/dwsmas/


 Posted in Announcements, City of Lino Lakes, Good to Know, Wellhead Protection
« Anoka County supports groundwater sustainability and economic vitality
Order trees and shrubs for spring planting »
Both comments and pings are currently closed. Edit this entry.

Comments are closed.

Upcoming Events

Deer Classic

March 7 @ 1:00 pm - March 9 @ 4:00 pm

Coon Creek Watershed Meeting

March 10 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm

Mississippi Watershed Meeting

March 11 @ 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm

-Fridley Environmental Quality Commission Meeting

March 11 @ 7:00 pm

Winter Parking Lot Maintenance

March 13 @ 8:00 am - 1:00 pm

View All Events

Featured Video

http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/announcements/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/lino-lakes/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/goodtoknow/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/wellhead-protection/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/2014/01/anoka-county-supports-groundwater-sustainability-and-economic-vitality/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/2014/01/order-trees-and-shrubs-for-spring-planting/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-admin/post.php?post=6513&action=edit
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/deer-classic/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/coon-creek-watershed-meeting-4/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/mississippi-watershed-meeting-2/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/fridley-environmental-quality-commission-meeting/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/winter-parking-lot-maintenance-4/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/events/


Home
About KTF
Contacts
Tools for Residents
Tools For Businesses
Take Action

 
Search  

Protect Our Wells
Mark Your Calendar
Take A Class
Apply for a Grant
Increase Your Awareness

Order trees and shrubs for spring planting
 January 31st, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

The Anoka Conservation District is now excepting preorders for the annual tree and shrub sale.  The District
offers a wide variety of native stock, including black cherry trees, mixed oak trees, red maple trees, and white
pine trees. The trees and shrubs are sold in bare root seedlings or transplants and are approximately 12! to
24! in height. They may be purchased in bundles of ten for $17, or twenty-five for $30. Native prairie seed
and tree aides are also available.

Go to the online ordering system to check out the variety of trees and shrubs that the Anoka Conservation
District has to offer. Click on the species title which contains links to detailed descriptions and photographs
of each of the varieties being offered. The website also contains information about the kinds of trees and
shrubs to plant in your particular situation along with planting directions.

For more information call the Conservation District at 763-434-2030.
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Rain Barrel and Compost Bin Sale

 February 21st, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Spring is right around the corner, which is a great time to start composting in your backyard and collecting
rainwater for reuse! A rain barrels allows you to capture rainwater from your roof or downspout that you can
reuse in your lawn or garden, reducing runoff and conserving water (EPA YouTube Video). Composting is
an easy way to recycle your food and yard waste into a nutrient-rich fertilizer.

The Recycling Association of Minnesota has scheduled sales events this spring throughout the Twin Cities
area including at the Coon Rapids Recycling Center (June 14, 2014). Compost bins will be available for $55,
rain barrels will be available for $69. Kitchen pails for collecting food scraps will also be available.

For more information go to the RAM Coon Rapids Recycling sale website.
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Anoka County Highway Department wins 2014 Environmental
Leadership Award

 March 1st, 2014  acknowtheflow

The Anoka County Highway Department was awarded Freshwater Society’s 2014 Environmental
Leadership Award at the 2014 Road Salt Symposium for reducing the use of salt on roadways without
compromising public safety.

Anoka County is doing their part to reduce pollution of road ditches and waterways.  Residents, businesses
and property owners are encouraged to keep pollution out of ditches, streams, lakes and rivers by wisely
using salt on sidewalks, driveways, and parking lots. See the fact sheets for tips to reduce pollution on Anoka
County Highway Department’s Know The Flow webpage. For more information about the Highway
Department’s plowing schedule and snow removal practices call Sherree Hitzemann at 763-862-4210.
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Looking for water information?
 March 2nd, 2014  acknowtheflow

The Anoka Conservation District and the seven (7) watershed management organizations are a terrific source
of water information and protection activities in Anoka County.

The Anoka Conservation District (ACD) is a non-regulatory county level subdivision of state government.
ACD provides technical and financial assistance to private landowners to manage natural resources in a way
that conserves and improves soil and water resources. When established in 1946, ACD largely worked with
agricultural producers but has since evolved to serve the changing demographics of the county.

Anoka Conservation District (763-434-2030)

Water Almanac
Water Quality Improvement Projects
Martin and Typo Lake Carp Barriers
Ditch 6 Chlorides Study, Andover
Ditch 66 Chlorides Study, Ramsey
Typo and Martin Lakes TMDL Study, Linwood
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E. coli Bacteria Monitoring, Pleasure Creek

Watershed management organizations manage water resources and surface water drainage systems to
prevent property damage, maintain hydrologic balance, and protect water quality for the safety and
enjoyment of citizens and the preservation and enhancement of wildlife habitat. Do you know what
watershed you’re in?

Coon Creek Watershed District (763-755-0975)

2013-2023 Management Plan
Watershed Restoration and Protection Project
Crooked Lake Comprehensive Management Plan
Sand Creek Subwatershed Stormwater Retrofit Assessment

Rice Creek Watershed District (763-398-3070)

Management Plan
Annual Report 2012
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Blue Thumb Program
Lino Lakes Special Area Management Plan
Golden Lake TMDL
Hardwood Creek TMDL

Note: TMDL studies are expected for Anoka Chain of Lakes and Peltier.

Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization

Lower Rum River Watershed Management Plan and Annual Report
Blackburn Riverbank Stabilization Project
Herrala and Rusin Riverbank Stabilization Project
Ditch 6 Water Quality Investigation
Rum River Watershed Assessment

Upper Rum River Watershed Management Organization

Watershed Management Plan and Annual Report
Petro Streambank Restoration Project (Crooked Brook)
Erickson Lakeshore Restoration (Lake George)
Rum River Watershed Assessment

Sunrise River Watershed Management Organization

Watershed Management Plan and Annual Report
Martin and Typo Lakes Study
Gustafson Linwood Lake Restoration
Martin Lake Stormwater Assessment

Mississippi Watershed Management Organization (612-465-8780)

Management Plan
Annual Monitoring Report
Watershed Programs
Monitoring Program
Stewardship Fund Program
Landcare Program
Bluebag Lunchtime Seminars

Vadnais Lake Area Watershed Management Organization (651-204-6070)

Water Management Plan
Annual Report 2012
Water Quality Monitoring Report 2013

 Posted in Announcements, City of Andover, City of Anoka, City of Bethel, City of Blaine, City of
Centerville, City of Circle Pines, City of Columbia Heights, City of Columbus, City of Coon Rapids, City of
East Bethel, City of Fridley, City of Ham Lake, City of Hilltop, City of Lexington, City of Lino Lakes, City
of Nowthen, City of Oak Grove, City of Ramsey, City of Saint Francis, City of Spring Lake Park, Linwood
Township
« Anoka County Highway Department wins 2014 Environmental Leadership Award
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Looking for water information?
 March 2nd, 2014  acknowtheflow

The Anoka Conservation District and the seven (7) watershed management organizations are a terrific source
of water information and protection activities in Anoka County.

The Anoka Conservation District (ACD) is a non-regulatory county level subdivision of state government.
ACD provides technical and financial assistance to private landowners to manage natural resources in a way
that conserves and improves soil and water resources. When established in 1946, ACD largely worked with
agricultural producers but has since evolved to serve the changing demographics of the county.

Anoka Conservation District (763-434-2030)

Water Almanac
Water Quality Improvement Projects
Martin and Typo Lake Carp Barriers
Ditch 6 Chlorides Study, Andover
Ditch 66 Chlorides Study, Ramsey
Typo and Martin Lakes TMDL Study, Linwood
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E. coli Bacteria Monitoring, Pleasure Creek

Watershed management organizations manage water resources and surface water drainage systems to
prevent property damage, maintain hydrologic balance, and protect water quality for the safety and
enjoyment of citizens and the preservation and enhancement of wildlife habitat. Do you know what
watershed you’re in?

Coon Creek Watershed District (763-755-0975)

2013-2023 Management Plan
Watershed Restoration and Protection Project
Crooked Lake Comprehensive Management Plan
Sand Creek Subwatershed Stormwater Retrofit Assessment

Rice Creek Watershed District (763-398-3070)

Management Plan
Annual Report 2012
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http://www.cooncreekwd.org/vertical/sites/%7B5C6B0F6F-9658-418B-9297-E0413AF79517%7D/uploads/Phase_I_Summary.pdf
http://www.cooncreekwd.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7B63F55238-59B8-462F-9F2D-9FB08FE878FA%7D&DE=%7B74646302-EED8-4E7A-85E7-9E08CC0D250E%7D
http://www.cooncreekwd.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7B63F55238-59B8-462F-9F2D-9FB08FE878FA%7D&DE=%7B80DF091D-DC1C-49E0-823D-9980FAB4ACEB%7D
http://www.ricecreek.org/
http://www.ricecreek.org/vertical/Sites/%7BF68A5205-A996-4208-96B5-2C7263C03AA9%7D/uploads/2010_RCWD_Watershed_Management_Plan_Amended_01-25-12.pdf
http://www.ricecreek.org/vertical/Sites/%7BF68A5205-A996-4208-96B5-2C7263C03AA9%7D/uploads/Annual_Report_Final%281%29.pdf


Blue Thumb Program
Lino Lakes Special Area Management Plan
Golden Lake TMDL
Hardwood Creek TMDL

Note: TMDL studies are expected for Anoka Chain of Lakes and Peltier.

Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization

Lower Rum River Watershed Management Plan and Annual Report
Blackburn Riverbank Stabilization Project
Herrala and Rusin Riverbank Stabilization Project
Ditch 6 Water Quality Investigation
Rum River Watershed Assessment

Upper Rum River Watershed Management Organization

Watershed Management Plan and Annual Report
Petro Streambank Restoration Project (Crooked Brook)
Erickson Lakeshore Restoration (Lake George)
Rum River Watershed Assessment

Sunrise River Watershed Management Organization

Watershed Management Plan and Annual Report
Martin and Typo Lakes Study
Gustafson Linwood Lake Restoration
Martin Lake Stormwater Assessment

Mississippi Watershed Management Organization (612-465-8780)

Management Plan
Annual Monitoring Report
Watershed Programs
Monitoring Program
Stewardship Fund Program
Landcare Program
Bluebag Lunchtime Seminars

Vadnais Lake Area Watershed Management Organization (651-204-6070)

Water Management Plan
Annual Report 2012
Water Quality Monitoring Report 2013

 Posted in Announcements, City of Andover, City of Anoka, City of Bethel, City of Blaine, City of
Centerville, City of Circle Pines, City of Columbia Heights, City of Columbus, City of Coon Rapids, City of
East Bethel, City of Fridley, City of Ham Lake, City of Hilltop, City of Lexington, City of Lino Lakes, City
of Nowthen, City of Oak Grove, City of Ramsey, City of Saint Francis, City of Spring Lake Park, Linwood
Township
« Anoka County Highway Department wins 2014 Environmental Leadership Award

http://bluethumb.org/
http://www.ricecreek.org/vertical/Sites/%7BF68A5205-A996-4208-96B5-2C7263C03AA9%7D/uploads/Lino_SAMP_Edited_Oct_10.pdf
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/water/water-types-and-programs/minnesotas-impaired-waters-and-tmdls/tmdl-projects/upper-mississippi-river-basin-tmdl/project-golden-lake-phosphorus.html
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/water/water-types-and-programs/minnesotas-impaired-waters-and-tmdls/tmdl-projects/upper-mississippi-river-basin-tmdl/project-hardwood-creek-impaired-biota-fish-low-dissolved-oxygen.html
http://www.lrrwmo.org/
http://www.lrrwmo.org/plans-reports
http://www.lrrwmo.org/images/LRRWMO/Projects/BlackburnRiverbankStabilization2011_48B.pdf
http://www.lrrwmo.org/images/LRRWMO/Projects/Herrala&Rusin_revetment.pdf
http://www.lrrwmo.org/images/LRRWMO/Projects/Special%20Study%20-%20Ditch%206.pdf
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/water/water-types-and-programs/watersheds/rum-river.html
http://www.urrwmo.org/
http://www.urrwmo.org/watershed-plans-reports
http://www.urrwmo.org/images/URRWMO/Projects/PetroStreambankRestoration2010_48A.pdf
http://www.urrwmo.org/images/URRWMO/Projects/EricksonLakeshoreRestoration2012_31A.pdf
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/water/water-types-and-programs/watersheds/rum-river.html
http://www.srwmo.org/
http://www.srwmo.org/watershed-plan-reports
http://www.srwmo.org/images/SRWMO/Projects/Martin%20Typo%20Lakes%20TMDL.pdf
http://www.srwmo.org/images/SRWMO/Projects/Gustafson%20Lakeshore%20Restoration%202012_31B.pdf
http://www.srwmo.org/images/SRWMO/Projects/Martin_Lake_Stormwater_Assessment.pdf
http://www.mwmo.org/index.html
http://mwmo.org/danprojects/FINAL3GP/WEB/Text/Watershed%20Management%20Plan%202011-2021.pdf
http://www.mwmo.org/Annual%20Monitoring%20Report%202012.pdf
http://www.mwmo.org/projects&programs.html
http://www.mwmo.org/Monitoring.html
http://www.mwmo.org/stewardshipfund.html
http://www.mwmo.org/landcare.html
http://www.mwmo.org/bluebag.html
http://www.vlawmo.org/
http://www.vlawmo.org/planning.cfm
http://www.vlawmo.org/PDF/2012%20Annual%20Report.pdf
http://www.vlawmo.org/PDF/2013%20Monitoring%20report.pdf
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/announcements/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/andover/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/anoka/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/bethel/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/blaine/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/centerville/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/circle-pines/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/columbia-heights/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/columbus/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/coon-rapids/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/east-bethel/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/fridley/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/ham-lake/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/hilltop/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/lexington/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/lino-lakes/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/nowthen/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/oak-grove/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/ramsey/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/saint-francis/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/spring-lake-park/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/linwood/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/2014/03/anoka-co-wins-environmental-leadership-award/
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Water Management Tools
ORGANIZATIONS, PROGRAMS AND INFORMATION

Anoka Conservation District (763-434-2030)

Water Almanac
Water Quality Improvement Projects
Martin and Typo Lake Carp Barriers
Resource Assessments
2002 Ditch 6 Chlorides Study, Andover
2003 Ditch 66 Chlorides Study, Ramsey
2005 Typo and Martin Lakes TMDL Study, Linwood
2006 E. coli Bacteria Monitoring, Pleasure Creek

WATERSHED MANAGEMENT ORGANIZATIONS

Rice Creek Watershed District (763-398-3070)

Management Plan
Annual Report 2012
Blue Thumb Program
Water Quality Reports and Plans
Lino Lakes Special Area Management Plan
Golden Lake TMDL
Hardwood Creek TMDL

Note: TMDL studies are expected next for Anoka Chain of Lakes TMDL and Peltier-Centerville TMDL.

Coon Creek Watershed District (763-755-0975)

2013-2023 Management Plan

Watershed Restoration and Protection Project
Crooked Lake Comprehensive Management Plan
Sand Creek Subwatershed Stormwater Retrofit Assessment

Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization

http://www.knowtheflow.us/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/about/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/directory-of-water-related-agencies-in-anoka-county/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/learn-more-2/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/tools-for-businesses/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/wellhead-protection/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/feed/
https://twitter.com/KnowTheFlowUS
http://www.knowtheflow.us/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/wellhead-protection/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/announcements/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/workshopsclasses/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/grants-and-applications/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/goodtoknow/
http://www.anokaswcd.org/
http://www.anokaswcd.org/images/AnokaSWCD/Reports/2012_Water_Almanac.pdf
http://www.anokaswcd.org/images/AnokaSWCD/Reports/2010_WQ_Projects.pdf
http://www.anokaswcd.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=134&Itemid=746
http://www.anokaswcd.org/images/AnokaSWCD/Reports/Ditch6-SpecialInvestigation.pdf
http://www.anokaswcd.org/images/AnokaSWCD/Reports/Ditch66-SpecialInvestigation.pdf
http://www.anokaswcd.org/images/AnokaSWCD/Reports/TMDL_Report_w_Maps_20050728.pdf
http://www.anokaswcd.org/images/AnokaSWCD/Reports/e_coli_monitoring.pdf
http://www.ricecreek.org/
http://www.ricecreek.org/vertical/Sites/%7BF68A5205-A996-4208-96B5-2C7263C03AA9%7D/uploads/2010_RCWD_Watershed_Management_Plan_Amended_01-25-12.pdf
http://www.ricecreek.org/vertical/Sites/%7BF68A5205-A996-4208-96B5-2C7263C03AA9%7D/uploads/Annual_Report_Final%281%29.pdf
http://bluethumb.org/
http://www.ricecreek.org/vertical/Sites/%7BF68A5205-A996-4208-96B5-2C7263C03AA9%7D/uploads/Lino_SAMP_Edited_Oct_10.pdf
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/water/water-types-and-programs/minnesotas-impaired-waters-and-tmdls/tmdl-projects/upper-mississippi-river-basin-tmdl/project-golden-lake-phosphorus.html
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/water/water-types-and-programs/minnesotas-impaired-waters-and-tmdls/tmdl-projects/upper-mississippi-river-basin-tmdl/project-hardwood-creek-impaired-biota-fish-low-dissolved-oxygen.html
http://www.cooncreekwd.org/
http://www.cooncreekwd.org/index.asp?SEC=%7B570580B9-330E-49F8-8E9E-C21773F72F8E%7D&Type=B_BASIC&persistdesign=none
http://www.cooncreekwd.org/vertical/sites/%7B5C6B0F6F-9658-418B-9297-E0413AF79517%7D/uploads/Phase_I_Summary.pdf
http://www.cooncreekwd.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7B63F55238-59B8-462F-9F2D-9FB08FE878FA%7D&DE=%7B74646302-EED8-4E7A-85E7-9E08CC0D250E%7D
http://www.cooncreekwd.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7B63F55238-59B8-462F-9F2D-9FB08FE878FA%7D&DE=%7B80DF091D-DC1C-49E0-823D-9980FAB4ACEB%7D
http://www.lrrwmo.org/


Lower Rum River Watershed Management Plan and Annual Report
Blackburn Riverbank Stabilization Project
Herrala and Rusin Riverbank Stabilization Project
Ditch 6 Water Quality Investigation
Rum River Watershed Assessment

Upper Rum River Watershed Management Organization

Watershed Management Plan and Annual Report
Petro Streambank Restoration Project (Crooked Brook)
Erickson Lakeshore Restoration (Lake George)
Rum River Watershed Assessment

Sunrise River Watershed Management Organization

Watershed Management Plan and Annual Report
Martin and Typo Lakes Study
Gustafson Linwood Lake Restoration
Martin Lake Stormwater Assessment

Mississippi Watershed Management Organization (612-465-8780)

Management Plan
Annual Monitoring Report
Watershed Programs
Monitoring Program
Stewardship Fund Program
Landcare Program
Bluebag Lunchtime Seminars

Vadnais Lake Area Watershed Management Organization (651-204-6070)

Water Management Plan
Annual Report 2012
Water Quality Monitoring Report 2013

 TOOLS FOR BUSINESSES AND PROPERTY OWNERS

 Drinking Water Protection
Onsite Business Wells (Non-Community Public Water Supplies)
Operator’s Guide for Small Public Water System (MDH/MRWA)
Guidelines for Opening & Closing Seasonal Well Water Systems
Guidelines for Drinking Water Dispensers
Wellhead Guide for Businesses
Evaluating Proposed Stormwater Infiltration Projects in Vulnerable Wellhead Protection Areas

(MDH, July 2007)
County Well Index (find your well construction record)
Wellhead Protection Areas (Anoka County interactive map)
Well Disinfection (Public Water Supply)
Drinking Water Advisory – Guidance for Restaurants
Drinking Water Advisory – Guidance for Schools
Drinking Water Advisory – Guidance for Health Care Facilities

Flood Protection

Information for Businesses

http://www.lrrwmo.org/plans-reports
http://www.lrrwmo.org/images/LRRWMO/Projects/BlackburnRiverbankStabilization2011_48B.pdf
http://www.lrrwmo.org/images/LRRWMO/Projects/Herrala&Rusin_revetment.pdf
http://www.lrrwmo.org/images/LRRWMO/Projects/Special%20Study%20-%20Ditch%206.pdf
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/water/water-types-and-programs/watersheds/rum-river.html
http://www.urrwmo.org/
http://www.urrwmo.org/watershed-plans-reports
http://www.urrwmo.org/images/URRWMO/Projects/PetroStreambankRestoration2010_48A.pdf
http://www.urrwmo.org/images/URRWMO/Projects/EricksonLakeshoreRestoration2012_31A.pdf
http://www.pca.state.mn.us/index.php/water/water-types-and-programs/watersheds/rum-river.html
http://www.srwmo.org/
http://www.srwmo.org/watershed-plan-reports
http://www.srwmo.org/images/SRWMO/Projects/Martin%20Typo%20Lakes%20TMDL.pdf
http://www.srwmo.org/images/SRWMO/Projects/Gustafson%20Lakeshore%20Restoration%202012_31B.pdf
http://www.srwmo.org/images/SRWMO/Projects/Martin_Lake_Stormwater_Assessment.pdf
http://www.mwmo.org/index.html
http://mwmo.org/danprojects/FINAL3GP/WEB/Text/Watershed%20Management%20Plan%202011-2021.pdf
http://www.mwmo.org/Annual%20Monitoring%20Report%202012.pdf
http://www.mwmo.org/projects&programs.html
http://www.mwmo.org/Monitoring.html
http://www.mwmo.org/stewardshipfund.html
http://www.mwmo.org/landcare.html
http://www.mwmo.org/bluebag.html
http://www.vlawmo.org/
http://www.vlawmo.org/planning.cfm
http://www.vlawmo.org/PDF/2012%20Annual%20Report.pdf
http://www.vlawmo.org/PDF/2013%20Monitoring%20report.pdf
http://www.knowtheflow.us/?page_id=18
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/water/ncom/index.htm
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/water/ncom/mdhmrwa.pdf
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Opening-Closing-Seasonal-Water-Systems.pdf
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Guidelines-DrinkingWaterStations20120426.pdf
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Wellhead-Guide-for-Businesses.pdf
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/MDH-EvaluatingStormwaterInVulnerableWHP.pdf
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/cwi/index.html
http://gis.anokacountymn.gov/dwsmas/
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/water/factsheet/ncom/welldisinfection.pdf
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/MDH2012MayDrinkingWaterAdvisoryRestaurants.pdf
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Community-Drinking-Water-Advisories-Guidance-for-Schools.pdf
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/MDH2012MayDrinkingWaterAdvisory-HealthCareFacilities.pdf
http://www.floodsmart.gov/


Well and Septic Information for Realtors
Anoka County Hazardous Waste Ordinance
Anoka County Solid Waste Ordinance (94-2)
Commercial Recycling (Anoka Co Integrated Waste Management)

 

Edit this entry.

Upcoming Events

Women’s Winter Retreat & Overnight

March 1 @ 1:00 pm - March 2 @ 12:00 pm

Greenhaven 1K & 5K Ski Race

March 2 @ 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm

Ramsey Environmental Policy Board

March 3 @ 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Erosion Control Conference

March 4 - 6

Upper Rum River Watershed Meeting

March 4 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

View All Events

Featured Video

http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/KTF-Well-Septic-InfoForRealtors.pdf
http://www.anokacounty.us/v2_dept/ches/pdf/haz-wast.pdf
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Anoka-County-Solid-Waste-Ordinance-94-2.pdf
http://www.anokacounty.us/v2_dept/iwm/commercial-recycling.aspx
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-admin/post.php?post=577&action=edit
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/womens-winter-retreat-overnight/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/greenhaven-1k-5k-ski-race/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/ramsey-environmental-policy-board/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/mn-erosion-control-assn-conference/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/upper-rum-river-watershed-meeting/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/events/
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Water protection and management in your community

 March 5th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Anoka County communities have established water resource management programs with their watershed
management organization or a watershed district. The City’s surface water management programs deal with
broad land runoff (“nonpoint” source) and specific wastewater (“point” source) pollution. Point source
pollution includes the discharge of treated wastewater effluent through a pipe. Nonpoint sources of pollution
result from many of the everyday activities and actions of people. These include applying fertilizer to lawns
in an amount that exceeds what the grass can use, plowing an agricultural field such that erosion results,
blowing grass clippings into the street, or driving a car that exhausts improperly burned hydrocarbons or
leaks oil. All these add up to major nonpoint source pollution loading of our receiving waters.

Wellhead Protection programs are a City’s means to address groundwater pollution near water wells that can
contaminate the source of the community’s drinking water supply.  Our water resources are an important part
of our lives and your city is taking measures to ensure that we have clean and plentiful water now and in the
future.

http://www.knowtheflow.us/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/about/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/directory-of-water-related-agencies-in-anoka-county/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/learn-more-2/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/tools-for-businesses/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/wellhead-protection/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/feed/
https://twitter.com/KnowTheFlowUS
http://www.knowtheflow.us/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/wellhead-protection/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/announcements/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/workshopsclasses/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/grants-and-applications/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/goodtoknow/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-admin/post.php?post=6691&action=edit
http://bwsr.state.mn.us/planning/metro/


For information about how your community is addressing the management and protection of local water
resources see their website, plans, or contact the city clerk for more information:

ANOKA COUNTY: Water Resources Management Report (Executive Summary) - Stormwater
Pollution Prevention Plan - Solid Waste Management Plan
ANDOVER: Water Resources Management Plan - Wellhead Protection
ANOKA: Stormwater Management Plan - Wellhead Protection
BETHEL: Comprehensive Plan
BLAINE: Surface Water Management Plan - Wellhead Protection - Watershed Watchers
CENTERVILLE: Stormwater Management Program - Wellhead Protection
CIRCLE PINES: Stormwater Pollution Prevention Program - Centennial Utilities - Wellhead
Protection
COLUMBIA HEIGHTS: Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan - website
COLUMBUS: Comprehensive Plan (pg. 34-37) and Wetland Protection Plan
COON RAPIDS: Water Resources Plan - Stormwater Pollution Prevention - Wellhead Protection
EAST BETHEL: Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan - website
FRIDLEY: Comprehensive Plan Natural Resources Management - Public Water Supply Plan - Surface
Water Management and Wellhead Protection Plan
HAM LAKE: Stormwater Pollution Prevention / Water Management Plan
HILLTOP: Comprehensive Plan
LEXINGTON: Comprehensive Plan (Water Resources, pg. 31-34) – Wellhead Protection
LINO LAKES: Comprehensive Plan Resource Management System Plan - Water Supply Plan -
 Stormwater Pollution Prevention - Wellhead Protection
LINWOOD: Comprehensive Plan
NOWTHEN: Water Management Plan – Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
OAK GROVE: Comprehensive Plan – Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
RAMSEY: Surface Water Management Plan - Wellhead Protection
ST. FRANCIS: Water Resources Management - Surface Water Management - Wellhead Protection
SPRING LAKE PARK: Surface Water Management Plan  & Wellhead Protection Plan

http://www.co.anoka.mn.us/
http://www.anokacounty.us/DocumentCenter/Home/View/738
http://www.anokacounty.us/DocumentCenter/Home/View/734
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/Anoka_County_SWPPP_Document.pdf
http://www.co.anoka.mn.us/v2_dept/iwm/documents/SolidWasteManagementMasterPlan2012.pdf
http://www.andovermn.gov/
http://files.andovermn.net/pdfs/NR/City_of_Andover_Water_Resource_Management_Plan.pdf
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/water/swp/swa/swainfo/pdwgetswa.cfm?pwsid=1020034&office=0
http://www.ci.anoka.mn.us/
http://www.ci.anoka.mn.us/vertical/sites/%7B213A9A90-C8E1-49AA-AC02-51D3C4882D33%7D/uploads/%7B579E98D8-D669-4C00-96E3-E417B73CEB4D%7D.PDF
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/water/swp/swa/swainfo/pdwgetswa.cfm?pwsid=1020001&office=0
http://www.bethelmn.govoffice2.com/
http://www.ci.blaine.mn.us/
http://www.ci.blaine.mn.us/_docs/_Engineering/_StormWater/LSWMP.pdf
http://www.ci.blaine.mn.us/index.cfm?id=900430#.Uxhrc1wu8lI
http://www.ci.blaine.mn.us/index.cfm?id=900480
http://www.centervillemn.com/
http://www.centervillemn.com/index.asp?SEC=461DEB68-4DF4-493E-9715-FD192ECBB4CB&Type=B_BASIC
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/water/swp/swa/swainfo/pdwgetswa.cfm?pwsid=1020036&office=0
http://www.ci.circle-pines.mn.us/
http://www.ci.circle-pines.mn.us/vertical/Sites/%7BEF567A3D-21B2-43D8-AD9B-EC198D426DD6%7D/uploads/%7B76395C21-1CF3-408A-BEA9-74EBF7F50D82%7D.PDF
http://www.centennialutilities.com/Storm%20Sewer.html
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/water/swp/swa/swainfo/pdwgetswa.cfm?pwsid=1020013&office=0
http://www.ci.columbia-heights.mn.us/
http://www.ci.columbia-heights.mn.us/DocumentCenter/Home/View/289
http://www.ci.columbia-heights.mn.us/index.aspx?NID=240
http://www.ci.columbus.mn.us/
http://www.ci.columbus.mn.us/vertical/Sites/%7B3E6BBFCC-1CDD-4B18-AFB1-2CB97872D422%7D/uploads/%7B1769811A-73D5-4469-9311-7B0659AB9851%7D.PDF
http://www.ricecreek.org/vertical/Sites/%7BF68A5205-A996-4208-96B5-2C7263C03AA9%7D/uploads/%7B50E11CEA-CAD3-4ECE-BBEB-D46FC9551BA5%7D.PDF
http://www.ci.coon-rapids.mn.us/
http://www.ci.coon-rapids.mn.us/planning/pdf/Chapter5.pdf
http://www.coonrapidsmn.gov/publicworks/streets/stormwater.htm
http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/eh/water/swp/swa/swainfo/pdwgetswa.cfm?pwsid=1020017&office=0
http://www.ci.east-bethel.mn.us/
http://www.ci.east-bethel.mn.us/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/968
http://www.ci.east-bethel.mn.us/index.aspx?NID=237
http://www.ci.fridley.mn.us/
http://www.ci.fridley.mn.us/images/article-files/commdev/compplan/compplan2030jul09/Chapter_8_Natural_Resources.pdf
http://www.ci.fridley.mn.us/images/article-files/commdev/compplan/compplan2030jul09/Chapter_11_Water_Supply_Plan.pdf
http://www.ci.fridley.mn.us/images/article-files/commdev/compplan/compplan2030jul09/Chapter_12_Surface_Water.pdf
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Upcoming Events

Columbia Heights Jamboree

June 25 - 29

- Fridley 49er Days

June 27 - 28

Blaine Festival

June 27 - 29

- Disc Golf

June 28 @ 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

+ Parks & Comm Service Meeting

July 1 @ 9:00 am - 10:00 am
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The Safe Drinking Water Act is 40 years old

 March 6th, 2014  acknowtheflow

On December 16, 1974, President Gerald Ford signed into law the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA)
intended to ensure safe drinking water for the public.  The SDWA applies to all public water supply systems
including municipal water utilities and wells that serve mobile home parks, schools, churches and office
buildings.  A home or cabin well system is not a public water system.

Since 1972, the Anoka County Community Health and Environmental Services Department has provided
water testing and advice to owners of private wells. Communities cooperate to encourage private well owners
to test the safety of their water annually by providing water testing kits to residents at city halls and by
promoting the Well Water Wise week event (the first full week of May).

Water Spot on: DRINKING WATER OPERATOR CERTIFICATION

A mandatory certification program for water supply system operators was established by Minnesota Statutes
in 1971, and is administered by the Minnesota Department of Health, Drinking Water Protection Section. In
order to be certified the operator must demonstrate that he or she possesses the skill, knowledge, experience,
and education necessary to operate a system successfully.
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There are currently over 250 public water supply systems in Anoka County. The certified water operators
who maintain the wells, pumps, pressure tanks and water towers are protecting public health by providing
safe, reliable drinking water. To see how public water system operators protect your drinking water – view
the EPA video Water You Waiting For? (opens in a pop-up window).
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Upcoming Events

Deer Classic

March 7 @ 1:00 pm - March 9 @ 4:00 pm

Coon Creek Watershed Meeting

March 10 @ 7:30 pm - 9:00 pm

Mississippi Watershed Meeting

March 11 @ 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm

-Fridley Environmental Quality Commission Meeting

March 11 @ 7:00 pm

Winter Parking Lot Maintenance

March 13 @ 8:00 am - 1:00 pm
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Groundwater Awareness Week (March 9-15)

 March 7th, 2014  acknowtheflow

Celebrate National Groundwater Awareness Week by starting good habits that will keep our groundwater
safe and sustainable for future generations.

Groundwater is below us everywhere. Ninety eight percent of Anoka County residents depend on
groundwater to drink. Every resident, business and property owner can impact the quality of the groundwater
that is the source of our drinking water.

The water protection pledge. Take one (or more) of the following actions to protect groundwater from
contamination.

1. Properly store hazardous household substances in secure containers.
2. Mix hazardous substances over concrete where spills can be cleaned.
3. Drop off household hazardous wastes at the Household Hazardous Waste Facility.
4. Do not put hazardous household wastes down the drain or in the toilet.
5. Do not put any wastes down a dry or abandoned well.
6. Maintain your septic system according to your city’s recommendations.
7. Maintain your home well according to the Well Owner’s Handbook.
8. Seal abandoned wells using a qualified water well contractor (YouTube Video).
9. Fix or replace any leaking fuel-oil aboveground or underground tanks.

The water conservation contest. Our reliance on groundwater grows as our community grows. The potential
to deplete groundwater resources grows too. Take the following actions to maintain groundwater
sustainability for generations to come.
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1. Don’t pour water down the drain – find another use for it.
2. Repair dripping faucets/toilets (YouTube; 30sec.).
3. Retrofit household faucets by installing aerators with flow restrictors.
4. Choose appliances that are water-efficient, such as low-flow toilets.
5. Don’t run a faucet when not using the water, such as while brushing teeth.
6. Only run the dishwasher when it is fully loaded (YouTube; 30sec.).
7. Operate clothes washers only when full, or set the water level for load size.
8. Plant native and/or drought-resistant grasses, shrubs, and trees.
9. Use a trigger shutoff nozzle on the hose for car washing.

10. Avoid overwatering your lawn and get a rain barrel (YouTube; 2:20).
11. Raise the mower blade to hold soil moisture and strengthen the root system.
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Upcoming Events

Wood Carving Show

March 15 @ 10:00 am - March 16 @ 6:00 pm

-Blaine Natural Resources Board

March 18 @ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm

- AIS Symposium

March 19 @ 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Homeschool: syrup, cultures, ravens

March 20

Lake Service Provider AIS Training

March 20 @ 9:00 am - 12:00 pm

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWr8Wmlh_3I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mM4fmxfZeUA
http://www.knowtheflow.us/2014/02/rain-barrel-and-compost-bin-sale/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rSBKqFrxoZA
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/announcements/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/cities/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/goodtoknow/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/wellhead-protection/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/2014/03/the-safe-drinking-water-act-is-40-years-old/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/2014/03/groundwater-area-includes-columbia-heights-and-hilltop/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/wood-carving-show/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/blaine-natural-resources-board/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/ais-symposium/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/homeschool-syrup-cultures-ravens/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/lake-service-provider-ais-training-2/


Home
About KTF
Contacts
Tools for Residents
Water Management Tools
Take Action

 
Search  

Protect Our Wells
Mark Your Calendar
Take A Class
Apply for a Grant
Increase Your Awareness

Groundwater Area includes Columbia Heights and Hilltop
 March 10th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Anoka County residents and businesses get their water from wells that draw from groundwater aquifers
located directly below us.  As Anoka County grows, so does our need for water. Is there enough
groundwater?

On January 2, 2014 the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) had established the North & East
Metro Pilot Groundwater Management Area “working boundary” that included Blaine, Centerville, Circle
Pines, Columbus, Fridley, Lexington, Lino Lakes and Spring Lake Park in Anoka County.

On March 7th, the DNR added three communities (Columbia Heights, Hilltop and Minneapolis – east of the
Mississippi River) into the North & East Metro Groundwater Management Area. The additional communities
are located within, and connected to, the natural groundwater unit that is bordered by the Mississippi River
on the west and south. 
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Currently the DNR is working with communities and businesses within the North & East Metro Groundwater
Management Area to prepare and implement a groundwater sustainability plan that will:

Improve information about area groundwater resources;
Reinforce partnerships for sustainable groundwater use;
Improve compliance with existing groundwater regulations; and
Assure a sustainable groundwater supply for future generations.

To illustrate the importance of our groundwater resources the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
has released a video Living on the Edge: Our Water Supply at Risk. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? Consider home and business water conservation options that are provided on
the WaterSense website (USEPA) or on the Water Conservation Toolbox webpage (Metropolitan
Council).  Combined, our conservation efforts will add up.
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Upcoming Events

Columbia Heights Jamboree

June 25 - 29

- Fridley 49er Days

June 27 - 28

Blaine Festival

June 27 - 29

- Disc Golf

June 28 @ 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

+ Parks & Comm Service Meeting

July 1 @ 9:00 am - 10:00 am

View All Events
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Plan ahead to celebrate Arbor Day

 March 16th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Each year, on the last Friday of April, and throughout the month of May, Minnesotans recognize the value of
trees, forests and the natural resources they represent.  Trees brighten the environment by moderating climate,
improving air and water quality, conserving water and energy, and sheltering wildlife.

Many community Arbor Day/Month events include tree sales that require pre-ordering before the event.  Plan
ahead to celebrate Arbor Day with the addition of a tree:

Anoka Conservation District’s Tree Sale
Andover’s Spring Tree Sale
Blaine’s Arbor Day Tree Sale
Columbus Arbor Day Celebration
Coon Rapids Arbor Day Tree Sale
Ham Lake Celebrates Arbor Day
Ramsey Tree Sale
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Upcoming Events

Columbia Heights Jamboree

June 25 - 29

- Fridley 49er Days

June 27 - 28

Blaine Festival

June 27 - 29

- Disc Golf

June 28 @ 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

+ Parks & Comm Service Meeting

July 1 @ 9:00 am - 10:00 am
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Public health starts here with you

 March 27th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

April is Public Health Month – and public health starts here with you. 

Public health is the science and art of preventing disease, prolonging life and promoting health through the
organized efforts and informed choices of society, organizations, public and private, communities and you.

Environmental health is the branch of public health concerned with all aspects of the natural and built
environment that may affect human health. Environmental health issues include natural and man-made
disasters, air and water quality, chemical and radiological exposures, food borne disease outbreaks, and other
health safety issues.  The Know The Flow website is a collaboration of Anoka County’s local agencies,
organizations and individuals whose common goal is to maintain an environment that supports healthy people
and sustained natural resources. 

“Imagine a place without public health“ (YouTube video; 1:53)

For more information about Anoka County’s programs to promote healthy people and a healthy environment
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go to the Anoka County Community Health & Environmental Services Department webpage or call 763-422-
7030.
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Coon Rapids and Columbia Heights are GreenStep Cities

 March 31st, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

The City of Coon Rapids has recently been designated a Minnesota GreenStep City to boost sustainability of
local natural resources and the quality of life for its citizens. Coon Rapids joins Columbia Heights as the
second Anoka County community in the Greensteps program. By adopting best practices, Coon Rapids and
Columbia Heights are helping to ensure the sustainability of local resources now and for generations to come.

Each best practice can be implemented by completing one or more actions at a 1, 2 or 3-star level, from a list
of four to eight actions. Coon Rapids will establish the particular best practices that address its sustainability
challenges to focus on cost savings, energy use reduction, and encourage civic innovation.

The continuous improvement program best practices include:

efficient stormwater management (to minimize pollutants in rainwater runoff);
surface water quality (improve local water bodies);
efficient water and wastewater facilities (to maintain drinking water and sewer services);
solid waste reduction (increase waste reduction, reuse and recycling); and
urban forests (increase tree and plant cover).

The Coon Rapids City Council recently passed a resolution to join the GreenStep program. For more
information contact Coleen Sinclair, Coon Rapids GreenStep Coordinator at 763-767-6485
(csinclair@coonrapidsmn.gov).
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For information about the Columbia Heights Greensteps actions contact the coordinator, Jesse Davies at 763-
706-3706 (Jesse.Davies@ci.columbia-heights.mn.us)
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Very Small Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator Workshop

 April 7th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Announcing  Hazardous Waste Training for Very Small Quantity Generators (May 13, 2014).

Are you responsible for managing hazardous waste at your facility? This workshop will introduce Small
Quantity hazardous waste generators to the management and compliance standards required by Minnesota
rules. The workshop it designed for newcomers and those who need a refresher. It covers determination of
whether a waste is hazardous, handling, storage, transportation, emergency planning, employee training and
record keeping requirements.

For more information contact Laura Schmidt (763-422-7253, Laura.Schmidt@co.anoka.mn.us) or Kathy
Piela (763-422-7093; Kathy.Piela@co.anoka.mn.us).
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Comments invited on the Upper Mississippi River report

 April 11th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) is seeking comments on the Upper Mississippi River
water quality improvement report and protection plan. High concentrations of bacteria have reduced the
quality of the river. The Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) report (a determination of the maximum
pollutant a water body can tolerate) focuses on excess fecal bacteria, mainly E.coli.  The public comment
period continues through May 6.
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The study and protection plan addresses 22 (of
51) tributary reaches of the Mississippi River that are impaired for aquatic recreation, due to E.coli, and
where restoration efforts need to take place. E. coli monitoring is used to indicate the potential presence of
waterborne pathogens that can be harmful to human health.  E. coli comes from human, livestock, and
wildlife waste.

The draft report is available on the MPCA’s TMDL projects web page, or at the MPCA office. Comments
may be submitted to Barb Peichel, MPCA, 520 Lafayette Road, St. Paul, MN 55155. For more information,
contact Barb at 651-757-2646.

ATTEND the Mississippi River Forum (May 30, 2014) to learn about coordination of the many
organizations and projects that prevent water pollution; protect the River and its tributaries; and monitor the
quality of life within the River basin.

CHECK OUT the enhanced EPA How’s My Waterway application and website to help you find information
on the condition of lakes, rivers and streams on your smart phone, tablet or desktop computer.
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Turfgrass Maintenance Workshop – April 23rd (some seats are still
available)

 April 21st, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

(UPDATE 4/21/2014) Some seats are still available for the Turfgrass Maintenance Workshop in Fridley!  Call Dawn Doring
(763-755-0975) to have your seat reserved.

Coon Creek Watershed District and the City of Fridley are sponsoring a Turfgrass Maintenance Workshop
(for Reduced Environmental Impacts) for contractors or employees maintaining private or public grounds,
landscapers and property managers.  Registration ($10) includes morning refreshments and lunch.

Training Description: This six hour training offers information about best practices for managing turfgrass
(mowing, seeding, weeds, fertilizer and pesticide application, and more). These practices will help you save
money, time, and the environment.

Training Topics:

How turf management affects local lakes and rivers
Equipment calibration
Selection and application of fertilizers
Mowing techniques
Pesticide application tips
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Best Practices for turf management
Legal issues and additional resources

Workshop participants will receive a copy of the “Turfgrass Maintenance with Reduced Environmental
Impacts” manual and a complimentary lunch.

Certification:  Participants will have the option of receiving Level One Certification in Summer Turf Care
Best Practices from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency. Certified practitioners are listed on the MPCA
Certified Practitioners website. This can be a great marketing tool!

For more information contact Dawn Doring at the Coon Creek Watershed District
(ddoering@cooncreedwd.org; 763-755-0975).
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Guidelines for drinking water protection at seasonal establishments
and events

 April 25th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

As temperatures rise, people move outside to golf courses, water parks, soccer fields, and baseball diamonds.
 It also means starting up seasonal wells and installing water dispensers at parks, campgrounds, golf courses
and outdoor catered events. To get started right – businesses and organizations must sanitize your water well
and stored water dispensers. Then, perform a test to be certain that the water that looks okay is safe to drink.

Anoka County Community Health and Environmental Services Department encourages operators of seasonal
water well systems and on-site water dispensers to properly open wells and clean (sanitize) water dispensers
by following the Department guidelines:

Guidelines for Opening & Closing Seasonal Well Water Systems
Guidelines for Drinking Water Dispensers

For more information call 763-422-7063.
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Well Water Wise week (May 5-9, 2014)

 May 3rd, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Private (home and cabin)  well owners must perform an annual test to ensure that their water supply remains
safe to drink.  The Anoka County Community Health and Environmental Services Department, in
cooperation with 13 communities, is sponsoring the 15th annual Well Water Wise Week (3W).

Anoka County’s 3W promotion coincides with National Drinking Water Week in which communities
recognize the success of their public water supplier to reliably provide safe drinking water (to obtain a copy
of water testing for your community supply contact your water utility department).  Anoka County’s 3W
cooperators would like all residents to recognize the importance of regular testing of their drinking water
supply and maintaining private wells to prevent pollutants from entering their water supply or the
groundwater near their well.

Unlike public water utilities, private well water is not treated with chlorine to prevent bacteria
growth. Simply looking at the appearance of water is not a reliable indicator of whether it is safe to drink.  An
annual coliform bacteria test ensures that your drinking water is free of micro-organisms.

Nitrate-nitrogen occurs naturally in groundwater and wells at concentrations below one milligram per liter

http://www.knowtheflow.us/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/about/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/directory-of-water-related-agencies-in-anoka-county/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/learn-more-2/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/tools-for-businesses/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/wellhead-protection/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/feed/
https://twitter.com/KnowTheFlowUS
http://www.knowtheflow.us/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/wellhead-protection/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/announcements/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/workshopsclasses/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/grants-and-applications/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/goodtoknow/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-admin/post.php?post=6861&action=edit


(mg/L). Nitrogen can seep into private wells from a variety sources including septic systems, nitrogen
fertilizers, animal feedlots and landfills.  The Minnesota Department of Health has established a Health Risk
Limit (HRL) for nitrate-nitrogen at 10 mg/L. Levels above that point may pose an immediate risk to infants
and pregnant women.

Residents may pick up a well water test kit at participating city and township offices (listed below) or at the
Environmental Services office, Suite 360, of the Anoka County Government Center at 2100 Third Avenue,
Anoka, MN 55303. Water samples can be submitted to the Environmental Services every Monday from 8
a.m. to 4:15 p.m. and Tuesday from 8 a.m. to Noon.  During 3W week only, samples can be submitted
Monday through Thursday (8 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.) and Friday (before Noon). The well water testing kit
includes details about water collection and submission.  A laboratory fee of $30 will be charged for bacteria
and nitrate nitrogen analysis. For additional water testing (e.g. arsenic, lead, fluoride, iron, chloride and total
hardness) contact Environmental Services at 763-422-7063 to obtain the proper sample kit and instructions. 
See the Well Water Testing video (YouTube, 4:16).

Well Water Wise kits are at participating communities and agencies:

Andover City Hall
Bethel City Hall
Blaine City Hall
Centerville City Hall
Columbus City Hall
East Bethel City Hall
Ham Lake City Hall
Lino Lakes City Hall
Linwood Township Hall
Nowthen City Hall
Oak Grove City Hall
Ramsey City Hall
St. Francis City Hall
Anoka Conservation District

 Posted in Announcements, City of Andover, City of Bethel, City of Blaine, City of Centerville, City of
Columbus, City of East Bethel, City of Ham Lake, City of Lexington, City of Lino Lakes, City of Nowthen,
City of Oak Grove, City of Ramsey, City of Saint Francis, Good to Know, Linwood Township
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Celebrate kids to parks day (May 17th)

 May 13th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

The Kids to Parks Day is a nation-wide program of the National Park Trust to encourage children (and
parents) to discover through outdoor activities and take part in their parks everywhere. There is a necessity to
engage young people with our treasured natural areas.

The Anoka County Parks Department is making it possible for families to get outdoors in parks
where residents enjoy the benefits of healthy activities. County parks are protected and maintained in their
natural condition that not only benefit people but wildlife and our natural resources.  Check out the programs
and services that engage children and families in the wonderful natural areas right in your neighborhood:

Summer Camps
Wargo Nature Center
Homeschool Program
Recreational Equipment Rental
Activities Guide

For more information call Anoka County Parks Department at 763-757-3920 or the Wargo Nature Center at
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651-429-8007.  For more information about the National Kids To Parks Day program contact the National
Park Trust.
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Columbia Heights Jamboree

June 25 - 29

- Fridley 49er Days
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Blaine Festival
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- Disc Golf
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Anoka County law enforcement provides a safe way to dispose of
drugs and protect water resources

 April 15th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Don’t flush prescription drugs (or other dangerous chemicals) down the drain. Prescription drugs have the
potential to pollute local water resources (groundwater and the Mississippi River) - the source of our drinking
water. Proper disposal will not only keep dangerous drugs from being abused but also prevent harm to water
and wildlife (e.g. fish and ducks).   Safely and properly dispose of your prescription drugs.

The Anoka County Sheriff’s Office along with its law enforcement partners (Blaine, Centennial Lakes,
Columbia Heights, Fridley, and St. Francis Police Departments), provide a lobby Prescription Drug Take
Back drop box to dispose of unused or unwanted prescription drugs. Participation in the Take Back is free
and anonymous. All prescriptions will be accepted and destroyed so that they are not abused or pollute local
water resources.

No syringes, needles, or other hazardous materials will be accepted. The Prescription Drug Take Back
program will operate during lobby hours, Monday through Friday. The program is located at participating
city offices and the Anoka County Sheriff’s Office (13301 Hanson Blvd. NW in Andover, MN 55304). For
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more information contact the Anoka County Sheriff’s Office at 763-323-5000.
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Unused water wells must be sealed for everyone’s health

 May 15th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

It’s the law: unused wells must be sealed.  During this construction and demolition season, the Anoka
County Municipal Wellhead Protection Group asks residents, property owners and developers to be on the
lookout for old unsealed wells as you dig, demolish and develop.  It is estimated that there are over 20,000
unused wells in Anoka County.

Before cities like Blaine and Fridley established their water supply systems – many many home, business and
farm wells were used. As cities like Andover and St. Francis, expand their water systems – many many
homes and businesses will discontinue using their wells. Wells no longer in use were often buried and
forgotten. But there are ways to find lost wells (webpage).

Unused wells that have not been properly sealed can be a source of groundwater pollution, potentially
contaminating nearby drinking water wells. They may threaten the safety of city water wells by allowing
pollution to rapidly move down old decayed wells into deep groundwater.

Well sealing is the process of clearing debris and filling the well with a special material called grout
according to the Minnesota Well Code. Only a licensed well contractor may seal a well to certify proper
closure. By Minnesota law, a well must be in use, be under a maintenance permit (if unused), or be sealed by
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a licensed contractor. A well must be sealed if it’s:

not in use (abandoned or non-functional),
contaminated,
improperly sealed (without inspection/certification),
a threat to the quality of the groundwater, or
otherwise poses a threat to health or safety.

For more information contact the Minnesota Department of Health’s Well Management Unit at 651-201-
4600, go to the MDH Well Sealing webpage or see the Well Sealing video (YouTube; 4:36).
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+ Anoka Co Waste & Energy Meeting
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- Homeschool: habitats, insects, golf
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Municipal drinking water quality reports are available

 May 16th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Drinking water is safe at Anoka County’s community water supply systems, according to the Minnesota
Department of Health’s (MDH) Drinking Water Annual Report 2013. Each year, cities publish reports on the
results of water quality tests of their water system. The 2013 water quality reports summarize testing results
for 2013 (Jan 1 to December 31). The reports describe where the drinking water comes from and  what’s in it.
 Groundwater, from wells, is the source of drinking water for Anoka County public water suppliers (except
Columbia Heights and Hilltop).

Municipal Wellhead Protection.  Community water suppliers are implementing wellhead protection
programs to manage potential sources of soils and groundwater pollution near their wells.  Residents and
businesses within a Drinking Water Supply Management Area (DWSMA) that is near municipal wells are in
a unique position to protect the source of the community’s drinking water – the groundwater below. To see if
you are in a DWSMA go to the Anoka County Wellhead Protection map application.

You you have a home well? Anoka County Environmental Services recommends that you test the safety of
your drinking water annually. Go to the Well Water Testing website.
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Water service customers that want a copy of their water system’s annual report (normally published before
July) may check the utility website or request a copy from their water supplier:

Andover - Utilities 763-767-5180 (2013 report)
Anoka - Public Works 763-576-2923 (2011 report)
Blaine - Utilities 763-785-6165 (2013 report)
Centerville – Public Works 651-429-4750 (2013 report)
Circle Pines - 763-784-5898 (2013 report)
Columbia Heights – Public Works 763-706-3700 (2013 report)
Coon Rapids – Water Utilities 763-767-6576 (2012 report)
Fridley – Water Division 763-572-3566 (2012 report)
East Bethel – Public Works 763-367-7875
Lexington – Public Works 763-784-6849
Lino Lakes – Public Service/Utilities 651-982-2440 (2012 report)
Oak Grove (The Ponds & Lake George) – City Hall 763-404-7006
Ramsey – Water Utilities 763-433-9861 (2013 report)
Saint Francis – City Hall 763-753-2630 (2013 report)
Spring Lake Park – Water Utilities 763-784-6491 (2013 report)
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Upcoming Events

Birding Coon Lake County Park

May 10 @ 7:30 am - 10:00 am

- Introduction to Kayaking

May 10 @ 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm

- Coon Creek Stormwater Pollution Prevention Meeting
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- Mississippi Watershed Meeting
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Be a Volunteer Water Monitor – be part of the solution
 April 18th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) is recruiting volunteers to help track water quality
changes in lakes and streams in Anoka County’s communities through the Citizen Lake and Citizen Stream
Monitoring Programs.  Make a weekly tour of your lake or take a healthy walk along a nearby stream as you
measure and record water quality.

Volunteer data helps Anoka County, cities, watershed management organizations and lake associations to see
trends in water quality and find ways to protect our water resources. In some cases, volunteer-collected data
is the only lake and stream data available, making individual, business, or organizational involvement critical.

Volunteers perform short and simple tests at their designated lake or stream once a week throughout the
summer. Equipment and training are provided by the MPCA. Volunteers benefit by learning more about their
favorite lake or stream, supporting a high quality of life, and helping to maintain and protect the unique
waters that define our community.

WATERSPOT on Lake George.  The Lake George Conservation Club (LGCC) has been a Volunteer Water
Monitor (see Lake George website) for many years providing information that helps the Lake George
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Improvement District (LGID) address water quality problems including the presence of Eurasian
Watermilfoil, an aquatic invasive species.  This year (2014) the LGID, LGCC and the Anoka Conservation
District are expanding and combining their monitoring programs to gain a better understanding of the lake
and what lake property owners and users can do to preserve this shining water gem.

To become a volunteer or learn more about the program: view the Citizen Science Program (MPCA
YouTube; 3:46) or Volunteers Make Citizen Science Work (EPA YouTube; 2:12), visit the MPCA’s Citizen
Water Monitoring web page, or call 651-296-6300.
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Hazardous waste workshop was a success
 May 20th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Representatives from businesses that produce very small quantities of hazardous waste attended the May 13,
2014 Hazardous Waste workshop held by Anoka County Environmental Services.  The attendees recieved
information, not only on managing hazardous waste, but on protection of their community’s water resources
and drinking water supply.

“I’m impressed with our generators that aren’t required to attend this workshop, but still do to make sure that
they are handling their waste properly” said Laura Schmidt, Hazardous Waste Specialist.  Only larger volume
generators (small and large) must complete periodic training to continue to be licensed.  The attendees at this
workshop included representatives from:

Anoka Technical College, Anoka
Anoka Ramsey Community College, Coon Rapids
Bermo Inc., Blaine
Calson Toyota, Coon Rapids
Lorenz Bus Service Inc., Blaine
Metro Mosquito Control District, Andover
National Sports Center, Blaine
Visual Impact Signs, Fridley

NEXT WORKSHOP.  Anoka County Environmental Services will be holding a Small Quantity Hazardous
Waste Generator workshop on Wednesday, August 12, 2014.  For more information call Elizabeth Lyons at
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Forum: metro water supply planning – updating the master plan

 May 21st, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

The Metropolitan Council is initiating the process of updating the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area Master
Water Supply Plan, with the goal of engaging city staff from the beginning of the process.

These forums are meant to provide local government planning and water utility staff with information about
the scope and schedule of the update, including the connection between the Master Plan and local water
supply plans. Participants are asked to provide feedback about the format of the Master Plan and
recommendations to make the plan as useful as possible. For more information about these forums contact
Linda Henning (Linda.Henning@metc.state.mn.us) at 651-602-1279.

Tuesday, June 10, 2014 from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Golden Valley City Hall (Council Chambers)

7800 Golden Valley Road, Golden Valley, MN 55427

Tuesday, June 24, 2014 from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.
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Unused water wells must be sealed for everyone’s health

 May 24th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

It’s the law: unused wells must be sealed.  During this construction and demolition season, the Anoka
County Municipal Wellhead Protection Group asks residents, property owners and developers to be on the
lookout for old unsealed wells as you dig, demolish and develop.  It is estimated that there are over 20,000
unused wells in Anoka County.

Before cities like Blaine and Fridley established their water supply systems – many many home, business and
farm wells were used. As cities like Andover and St. Francis expand their water systems – many many homes
and businesses will discontinue using their wells. Wells no longer in use were often buried and forgotten. But
there are ways to find lost wells (webpage).

Unused wells that have not been properly sealed can be a source of groundwater pollution, potentially
contaminating nearby drinking water wells. They may threaten the safety of city water wells by allowing
pollution to rapidly move down old decayed wells into deep groundwater.

Well sealing is the process of clearing debris and filling the well with a special material called grout
according to the Minnesota Well Code. Only a licensed well contractor may seal a well to certify proper
closure. By Minnesota law, a well must be in use, be under a maintenance permit (if unused), or be sealed by
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a licensed contractor. A well must be sealed if it’s:

not in use (abandoned or non-functional),
contaminated,
improperly sealed (without inspection/certification),
a threat to the quality of the groundwater, or
otherwise poses a threat to health or safety.

For more information contact the Minnesota Department of Health’s Well Management Unit at 651-201-
4600, go to the MDH Well Sealing webpage or see the Well Sealing video (YouTube; 4:36).
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Take the Conservation District’s Stakeholder Survey

 June 1st, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

The Anoka Conservation District is beginning their 2015-2019 Comprehensive Plan development process.

Public comments and recommendations on the Conservation District’s local priorities, issues and approaches
to natural resources conservation are welcomed by completing a survey.

Your responses to this survey will be considered during the planning process. Completing this survey will
take 10 to 15 minutes.

 Posted in Announcements, Good to Know
« City watering restrictions are going into effect
Comments invited on Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area rules »
Both comments and pings are currently closed. Edit this entry.

Comments are closed.

Upcoming Events

Columbia Heights Jamboree

June 25 - 29

- Fridley 49er Days

June 27 - 28

http://www.knowtheflow.us/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/about/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/directory-of-water-related-agencies-in-anoka-county/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/learn-more-2/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/tools-for-businesses/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/wellhead-protection/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/feed/
https://twitter.com/KnowTheFlowUS
http://www.knowtheflow.us/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/wellhead-protection/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/announcements/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/workshopsclasses/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/grants-and-applications/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/goodtoknow/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-admin/post.php?post=7138&action=edit
http://www.anokaswcd.org/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ACD2
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/announcements/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/goodtoknow/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/2014/06/city-watering-restrictions-are-going-into-effect/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/2014/06/comments-invited-on-mississippi-river-corridor-critical-area-rules/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-admin/post.php?post=7138&action=edit
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/columbia-heights-jamboree/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/fridley-49er-days/


Home
About KTF
Contacts
Tools for Residents
Water Management Tools
Take Action

 
Search  

Protect Our Wells
Mark Your Calendar
Take A Class
Apply for a Grant
Increase Your Awareness

City watering restrictions are going into effect

 June 1st, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

As Anoka County communities grow – so does our demand for water. The trick is to use water wisely so that
our combined water demand doesn’t exceed our local water resources supply. During the summer months
water use increases for lawn sprinkling. A homeowners water use in July can be six (6) times greater than
January.

Lawn Watering Tips (from Don Taylor, Extension Horticulturist): (1) Consider whether lawn irrigation is
necessary in your situation; (2) Lawn irrigation would normally be minimal in spring until June; (3) Add 1 to
1-1/2 inches of water per week (minus any rainfall) during the summer months; (4) Keep the intervals
between irrigations as long as possible; and (5) Water in early morning hours for greatest efficiency.

Residents and businesses throughout Anoka County should take note of city watering restrictions:

Anoka (city) – odd/even restrictions June 1st to Aug. 31 (for more information contact Pete
Klingenberg 763-576-2923 at Anoka Public Works)
Andover – odd/even restrictions May 1st to Aug. 31 and no watering between 12:00 noon and 6:00
pm (contact the Utilities Manager, Brian Kraabel, at 763-767-5180)

http://www.knowtheflow.us/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/about/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/directory-of-water-related-agencies-in-anoka-county/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/learn-more-2/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/tools-for-businesses/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/wellhead-protection/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/feed/
https://twitter.com/KnowTheFlowUS
http://www.knowtheflow.us/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/wellhead-protection/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/announcements/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/workshopsclasses/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/grants-and-applications/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/goodtoknow/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-admin/post.php?post=951&action=edit
http://www.ci.anoka.mn.us/
http://ci.andover.mn.us/


Blaine – no restrictions until notice in Blaine/Spring Lake Park Life. Three (3) tiers of watering may be
established (contact Public Works Department at 763-785-6165)
Centerville – odd/even restrictions May 1st to Sept. 1st (for more information contact Public Works at
651-429-4750)
Circle Pines – Two tiers of water conservation (for more information contact Public Works 763-231-
2614)
Coon Rapids – odd/even restrictions June 1st to Aug. 31. Additional restrictions may be established
during a severe drought (contact Public Works 763-767-6462)
Fridley - no restrictions until notice (for more information contact Public Works at 763-572-3566)
Lexington – odd/even restrictions May through September (for City and private
wells). Additional watering restrictions may be established during a severe drought (contact City Hall
at 763-784-6849)
Lino Lakes – odd/even restrictions May 15th to Sept. 15th and no watering between 10:00 am and
6:00 pm (contact the Utilities Department at 651-982-2440)
Ramsey - odd/even restrictions between Memorial Day and Labor Day and no watering between 10:00
am and 8:00 pm (contact Public Works at 763-433-9861)
Saint Francis – odd/even restrictions May 1st through Sept. 30th plus no sprinkling between 10:00 am
and 7:00 pm (contact Public Works at 763-235-2305)
Spring Lake Park – odd/even restrictions throughout the year (for more information contact Terry
Randall at 763-784-6491)

Contact your water utility for more information about water conservation, leak detection and water fixtures
that conserve water.
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Comments invited on Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area rules

 June 4th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

(UPDATE: 6/17/2014) A public meeting will be held at the Green Haven Golf Course (Anoka, MN) on July
16th (6:30 to 9:00 p.m) to present the draft rules and hear comments and recommendations.

The Mississippi River Corridor Critical Area (MRCCA) is a land corridor along the Mississippi River within
the seven-county metro area. The critical area designation recognized the unique economic, ecological,
recreational and scenic values of the river and established districts and standards regulating some aspects of
land use within the corridor’s 54,000 acres. The proposed rules would replace the existing state and local
regulations that guide land development. This regulatory framework is getting its first update in 35 years. The
60-day comment period is intended to gather feedback on the working draft rules before they are revised and
proposed for formal rule adoption.

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) invites public comments and recommendations on
the proposed rules for protection of the river corridor.  The working draft rules, maps, rulemaking schedule,
and other information are available on the DNR’s project website. The DNR also plans to hold public
information meetings and open houses in corridor communities this summer. People interested in receiving
further information about those meetings should subscribe to the agency’s email updates at the project
website.
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Caution: turtles are crossing roads to nest

 June 6th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is asking people to leave turtles alone as they cross
roads to reach nesting areas. Each year at this time, many female turtles move from lakes, ponds, wetlands,
rivers and streams to nesting areas, where they deposit their eggs in self-excavated nests.

Unfortunately, many nesting areas are separated from the turtles’ wintering areas by roads they cross as they
make their way to nests. “Many turtles and other species are killed on Minnesota roads each year, especially
during the nesting season,” said Carol Hall, DNR herpetologist. The rare Blanding’s turtle is found in a
number of Anoka County areas including the Sandhill Crane Natural Area and the Columbus Lake
Conservation Area.  Help reduce turtle road deaths:

Allow unassisted road crossings. When turtles can safely cross roads unaided due to a lack of
oncoming traffic, allow them to do so. Observe from a distance and avoid rapid movements. Doing
otherwise may cause turtles to change direction, stop, or seek shelter within their shells.
Avoid excessive handling. Excessive handling can disrupt normal behavior. Prolonged examination of
turtles should be limited to only one or two turtles of each species.
Maintain travel direction.  Always move turtles in the same direction they were traveling when
encountered. Turtles should always be moved across roadways in as direct a line as possible.
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People who see a turtle or other animal on the road, should slow down, and safely drive around it. Many
people want to help turtles cross the road but the best approach is to let the turtle cross on its own. There are
nine turtle species in the state, some of which are protected.

For more information see the MN DNR Turtles webpage. or view the turtle video.
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Vote for the peoples choice award in the state fish art contest

 June 10th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

The 2014 State-Fish Art contest winners have been selected.  Now it’s your turn to
weigh in by voting the PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD. The entry with the most votes – wins. You can vote
for as many images as you’d like each day… but only once a day for each image.

The State Fish Art contest is a worldwide contest for all children in grades K -12 in any public, private or
home-school, any youth group, after-school program, youth camp, scout troop, art class, etc., or just a kid that
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wants to enter.

Online voting will close on July 14 (midnight). To vote: (1) Register and confirm your email; (2) Click on the
“View Entries” button to see the 151 entries; and  (3) Click on the Vote Tab – then click the Like button.You
will receive a “thank you for voting” message.

The art (displayed left) are entries by Minnesota artists that won awards in the 2014 contest.

Wildlife Forever’s  STATE-FISH ART Contest is an exciting, multimedia conservation education program
designed to increase awareness of and respect for aquatic resources creating stewardship. Wildlife Forever is
doing a great job of building appreciation for our water resources and wildlife through such programs.
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Delay roadside mowing for pollinators and pheasants

 June 17th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Delaying roadside mowing until Aug. 1 benefits pheasants, songbirds, pollinators and more, according to the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. “With a growing concern for pollinators, we all need to do our
part to protect wildflower habitat” said Carmelita Nelson, DNR prairie grassland coordinator. Roadsides with
native wildflowers are especially beneficial to native bees. The loss of habitat is one of the critical causes of
the decline of both wild bees and honeybees.

Roadsides also provide more than 500,000 acres of pheasant nesting areas where one-fourth to one-third are
hatched. “After a difficult winter and wet spring, we are concerned about pheasant nesting this year” said
Scott Roemhildt, DNR information officer. Most pheasant hens are currently sitting on nests and will hatch
their broods in mid- to late June. The peak hatch time for pheasants is the third week in June, but there are
still a lot of birds nesting in early July. Hens will only hatch one brood per year.   Chicks need to be at least
two to three weeks old to have any chance of escape from mowers. Roadsides are also important habitat to
teal, mallards, gray partridge, many grassland songbirds, frogs and turtles.

The way roadsides are managed can influence the abundance of local wildlife populations. Roadsides should
also be protected from burning, crop tillage, grazing, blanket spraying of herbicides and vehicle
encroachment during these months. At sites where noxious weeds are a problem, it is recommended that
landowners use spot mowing or spraying for treatment. For more information visit the DNR’s Roadsides for
Wildlife website or contact the DNR Information Center at 651-296-6157 or  888-646-6367.

Anoka County residents can learn more about how you can support our local pollinators by attending the
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Master Gardener’s program Pollinator’s Garden for a Healthy Environment (registration required) on July
9th at 7:00 pm (a Walk in the Garden series by Anoka County Master Gardeners).
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Municipal drinking water quality reports are available

 June 20th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Drinking water is safe at Anoka County’s community water supply systems, according to the Minnesota
Department of Health’s (MDH) Drinking Water Annual Report 2013. Each year, cities publish reports on the
results of water quality tests of their water system. The 2013 water quality reports summarize testing results
for 2013 (Jan 1 to December 31). The reports describe where the drinking water comes from and what is in it.
Groundwater, from wells, is the source of drinking water for Anoka County public water suppliers (except
Columbia Heights and Hilltop).

Municipal Wellhead Protection.  Community water suppliers are implementing wellhead protection
programs to manage potential sources of soils and groundwater pollution near their wells.  Residents and
businesses within a Drinking Water Supply Management Area (DWSMA) that is near municipal wells are in
a unique position to protect the source of the community’s drinking water – the groundwater below. To see if
you are in a DWSMA go to the Anoka County Wellhead Protection map application.

You have a home well? Anoka County Environmental Services recommends that you test the safety of your
drinking water annually. Go to the Well Water Testing website.
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Customers that want a copy of their water system’s annual report (normally published before July) may check
the utility website or request a copy from their water supplier:

Andover - Utilities 763-767-5180 (report)
Anoka - Public Works 763-576-2923 (report)
Blaine - Utilities 763-785-6165 (report)
Centerville – Public Works 651-429-4750 (report)
Circle Pines - 763-784-5898 (report)
Columbia Heights – Public Works 763-706-3700 (report)
Coon Rapids – Water Utilities 763-767-6576 (report)
Fridley – Water Division 763-572-3566 (2012 report)
East Bethel – Public Works 763-367-7875
Lexington – Public Works 763-784-6849
Lino Lakes – Public Service/Utilities 651-982-2440 (report)
Oak Grove (The Ponds & Lake George) – City Hall 763-404-7006
Ramsey – Water Utilities 763-433-9861 (report)
Saint Francis – City Hall 763-753-2630 (report)
Spring Lake Park – Water Utilities 763-784-6491 (report)
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Six steps to make summer swimming safe

 June 27th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

The Fourth of July holiday will be a busy time at beaches and public pools. Anoka County Community
Health and Environmental Services Department encourages residents to take precautions to keep families
healthy and happy in the water.

The best way to prevent recreational water illnesses is to keep germs out of the water and off beaches in the
first place. Swimmers can protect themselves and others by following these six tips:

1. Don’t swallow pool or lake water.
2. Practice good hygiene. Shower with soap before swimming.
3. Wash your hands thoroughly after using the toilet or changing diapers.
4. Don’t swim when you have diarrhea.
5. Take children on bathroom breaks or change diapers often.
6. Change diapers in a bathroom, not at poolside or beachside.

The most common symptom of recreational water illness is diarrhea, which in some cases can be severe
enough to result in hospitalization. Symptoms may not develop until a week or more after swimming. For
more information about healthy swimming, visit the Minnesota Department of Health’s Waterborne Illness
web page or the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Healthy Swimming web page.

To report a suspected waterborne illness, call the Minnesota Department of Health’s Foodborne and
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Waterborne Illness Hotline at 1-877-FOODILL (or 651-201-5655 from the Twin Cities).
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Erosion & Sediment Control Seminar in Andover (July 8)

 June 30th, 2014  acknowtheflow

ATTENTION building contractors, excavators, demolition contractors, county-city-watershed staff and
anyone that deals with construction erosion, sediment control and stormwater runoff reduction.  The
Minnesota Erosion Control Association (MECA) field seminar in Andover provides the latest practices and
products for erosion and sediment control.  See the practices installed and have your questions answered.

REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED ($45 fee for non-MECA members).  You may attend an early morning
session (8:00 am to 10:00 am) or late-morning session (10:30 am to 12:30 pm) held at a development site.
Bring safety vests and hard hat. For more information see the Seminar Announcement/Registration sheet or
contact MECA at 320-685-5444 or email meca@mnerosion.org.

WHY EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL IS IMPORTANT

The surest way to improve water quality is to better manage stormwater. Unmanaged stormwater can have
devastating consequences on the quality of lakes, streams and rivers (and fish) we enjoy. Stormwater often
contains oil, chemicals, excess phosphorous, toxic metals, litter, and disease-causing organisms.

To better manage stormwater the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency administers the federal Clean Water
Act and State Disposal System requirements. The Stormwater Program includes three general stormwater
permits: Municipal Separate Storm Sewer, Construction Stormwater and Industrial Stormwater. The general
permit are often part of local permits for construction and operation of buildings and facilities.  Knowing and
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understanding the standards for stormwater pollution prevention will keep your business or organization in
compliance and – MORE IMPORTANT – keep our natural resources in good condition.

This event is sponsored by MECA, Coon Creek Watershed District and the City of Andover.
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Municipal drinking water quality reports are available

 July 1st, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Drinking water is safe at Anoka County’s community water supply systems, according to the Minnesota
Department of Health’s (MDH) Drinking Water Annual Report 2013. Each year, cities publish reports on the
results of water quality tests of their water system. The 2013 water quality reports summarize testing results
for 2013 (Jan 1 to December 31). The reports describe where the drinking water comes from and what is in it.
Groundwater, from wells, is the source of drinking water for Anoka County public water suppliers (except
Columbia Heights and Hilltop).

Safe Drinking Water Act. This year (2014) marks the 40th anniversary since the passage of the Safe
Drinking Water Act. Anoka County public and municipal water suppliers have kept their users safe from
water-borne diseases and harmful pollutants through regular testing and addressing water pollution before it
reaches their water wells. See the Safe Drinking Water Act 40th Anniversary (YouTube video, 6:43).

Municipal Wellhead Protection.  Community water suppliers are implementing wellhead protection
programs to manage potential sources of soils and groundwater pollution near their wells.  Residents and
businesses within a Drinking Water Supply Management Area (DWSMA) that is near municipal wells are in
a unique position to protect the source of the community’s drinking water – the groundwater below. To see if
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you are in a DWSMA go to the Anoka County Wellhead Protection map application.

You have a home well? Anoka County Environmental Services recommends that you test the safety of your
drinking water annually. Go to the Well Water Testing website.

Customers that want a copy of their water system’s annual report (normally published before July) may check
the utility website or request a copy from their water supplier:

Andover – Utilities 763-767-5180 (report)
Anoka – Public Works 763-576-2923 (report)
Blaine – Utilities 763-785-6165 (report)
Centerville – Public Works 651-429-4750 (report)
Circle Pines – 763-784-5898 (report)
Columbia Heights – Public Works 763-706-3700 (report)
Coon Rapids – Water Utilities 763-767-6576 (report)
Fridley – Water Division 763-572-3566 (report)
East Bethel – Public Works 763-367-7875
Lexington – Public Works 763-784-6849
Lino Lakes – Public Service/Utilities 651-982-2440 (report)
Oak Grove (The Ponds & West Lake George) – City Hall 763-404-7006
Ramsey – Water Utilities 763-433-9861 (report)
Saint Francis – City Hall 763-753-2630 (report)
Spring Lake Park – Water Utilities 763-784-6491 (report)
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*Where have the birds gone?

February 10 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

>Waste management meeting

February 11 @ 8:30 am - 9:30 am

>Rice Creek meeting
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Lake George Improvement District Annual Membership Meeting
(Aug. 5th)

 July 8th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

The Lake George Improvement District (LGID) Annual Membership Meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, August 5, 2014 at the Oak Grove City Hall.  All Lake George residents and property owners are
encouraged to attend to be part of decisions that affect Lake George and shore-land property values.

The LGID is charged with overseeing the wellbeing of Lake George by preserving and protecting lake
waters.  One of the major functions is to monitor and control the spread of Eurasian Water Milfoil and Curly
Leaf Pondweed.  But other issues affecting the quality and usability of the lake may also be addressed.

The business items for the Annual Meeting include:

1. Approval of the LGID budget (property assessments) for 2015;
2. Approval of expenditures over $5,000; and
3. Elect two members to the Board of Directors.

Lake George Improvement District residents and property owners may place their name into nomination as a
candidate for Director by sending a letter of interest (form) to the LGID (Lake George Improvement District,
PO Box 425, St. Francis, MN 55070).  Director candidates must be: 18 years of age or older; own property
abutting Lake George or with direct access to the lake; and mail a letter of interest to the LGID postmarked
on or before July 15, 2014. Or deliver your letter of interest to the LGID Board and get more information at
their July 15th meeting (7:00 pm at the Oak Grove City Hall).  There will be two Directors elected at the
Annual Meeting.
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Hot weather can bring algal blooms to lakes and ponds

 July 10th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

When the summer sun shines and temperatures climb, conditions are ripe for Minnesota lakes to produce
harmful algal blooms. Most algae are harmless, but under the right conditions, certain types of algae can pose
health risks. People or animals may become sick if they come into contact with or ingest affected water. In
extreme cases, dogs and other animals have died after exposure to lake water containing toxic blue-green
algae.

“High rainfall results in nutrient-rich runoff entering our lakes, which fuels algae growth. As sunlight
increases and temperatures warm, we can anticipate blooms of blue-green algae on many of our lakes,” said
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) lakes expert Steve Heiskary.

There are many types of blue-green algae found everywhere, but thrive particularly in warm, shallow,
nutrient-rich lakes and ponds. Often blown toward downwind shorelines, it is under these conditions that
humans and animals come in contact with blue-green algae and where the risk of algal toxins is greatest.

Not all blue-green algae are toxic, and there is no visual way to predict whether a blue-green algal bloom
contains toxins harmful to humans or animals. But harmful blooms are sometimes said to look like pea soup,
green paint, or floating mats of scum, and they often have a bad odor. “You don’t have to be an expert to
recognize an algae bloom that might be harmful,” Heiskary said. “If it looks bad and smells bad, don’t take a
chance. Stay out, and keep children and pets away from the water until the bloom subsides.”
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For more information about harmful algae blooms see the MPCA Blue Green Algae fact sheet or call the
MPCA at 651-296-6300.

If experiencing health effects, contact a medical professional. In addition, people are encouraged to report
human health effects to the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) Foodborne Illness Hotline (monitors all
disease outbreaks) at 1-877-366-3455. For health questions, citizens can contact MDH’s Acute Disease
Investigation and Control group at 651-201-5414 or visit the MDH’s Blue-green Algal Bloom web page.
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Upcoming Events

*Where have the birds gone?

February 10 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

>Waste management meeting

February 11 @ 8:30 am - 9:30 am

>Rice Creek meeting

February 11 @ 9:00 am - 11:00 am

>Andover Open Space meeting

February 11 @ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm

*Clean Water Forum

February 12 @ 7:15 am - 10:30 am

View All Events
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Andover is protecting its drinking water

 July 21st, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

The Andover City Council believes that its residents deserve the best that the City has to offer.  The future of
Andover’s water supply is the groundwater below its homes and businesses. The City is committed to
providing sustainable and safe drinking water to residents now and in the future.

On July 15, 2014, Andover Public Works joined the Anoka County Municipal Wellhead Protection Group to
cooperate in protecting the source of the City’s drinking water with the cities of Anoka, Blaine, Centerville,
Circle Pines, Fridley, Lexington, Lino Lakes and Spring Lake Park. Wellhead protection keeps groundwater
and wells from being polluted. Anoka County Environmental Services and the Minnesota Department of
Health have joined the Municipal Wellhead Protection Group to keep community water supplies safe.

Residents and property owners have their part in protecting the source of the City’s drinking water. Factories
and landfills are regulated to keep them from polluting our natural resources. However, homes and businesses
may also be a source of groundwater pollution. No one wants to be the source of the problem. Here are ways
Andover residents can be part of the solution:

Find out if you are in a Drinking Water Protection Area (interactive map)
Dispose of household hazardous waste at the Anoka Co drop-off facility (brochure)
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Seal unused wells using a licensed professional (Video, YouTube 4:36)
Maintain your septic system in good working order
Learn how your family can use water wisely

Andover residents and businesses are encouraged to do their part in the protection of the City’s drinking
water supply. For more information contact Andover Public Works at 763-767-5180. The Andover Consumer
Confidence Report summarizes the tests performed in 2013 showing that the drinking water meets federal
Safe Drinking Water Standards.

Attention Andover private well owners. The City wants your drinking water to be safe too. You are
encouraged to perform an annual water test (kits are available at City Hall) and maintain your home well in
good condition (see the Well Owner’s Handbook).
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February 10 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

>Waste management meeting

February 11 @ 8:30 am - 9:30 am

>Rice Creek meeting
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>Andover Open Space meeting
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*Clean Water Forum
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Water Resources GIS application receives national honors

 July 24th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Anoka County received the “Best of Category” award for their Water Resources GIS (Geographic
Information System) computer application by the National Association of Counties (NACo). “These
recognitions honor the power of innovation in the hands of our employees,” said Anoka County Board of
Commissioners Chair Rhonda Sivarajah. “Their time, talent, and ideas allow us to achieve our mission every
day to serve citizens in a respectful, innovative and fiscally responsible manner.”

The Anoka County Water Resources GIS Application makes aerial photos and information about the
county’s wetlands, ditches, soils, flood zones, culverts, land ownership, and watercourses accessible
electronically. The project required the scanning of more than 5,000 historical ditch records, including ditch
profiles, maps, correspondence, and legal documents. The water resources information provides a one-stop
shop for citizens, businesses, and government agencies to conduct ditch research, all without having to
contact the county.

Future plans are to incorporate private and non-county ditch data into the application.
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Water quality – what’s most important to you?
 July 24th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

In a recent survey, reported in the StarTribune, Minnesotans chose their three top water quality concerns:

1. Clean water for consumption of fish
2. Clean water for drinking
3. Clean water for swimming

Fishing. Anoka County is in the heart of the land of 10,000 lakes and some excellent fishing. However,
pollution that finds its way into our waters can affect the safety of the fish that we eat. All the fish in Anoka
County lakes and rivers are safe to eat. However, too much of certain fish from certain lakes or streams may
not be healthy. The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) has surveyed fish throughout the state and
provide guidelines for the consumption of fish.  Go to the MDH fish consumption advice webpage for more
information.  

Drinking Water. The protection of drinking water done in two parts. First the owner of the water supply
must test the water regularly to make sure it is safe to drink.  Public water suppliers provide annually water
quality reports to residents. Private well owners (home and cabin) should annually test their water to be
certain that it remains safe.  Anoka County Environmental Services provides water testing services to private
well owners.

Second, drinking water protection is achieved by preventing pollution of the source of water. For most Anoka
County residents groundwater (from municipal or private wells) is the source our drinking water. Public
water suppliers are implementing wellhead protection programs to prevent groundwater pollution near city
wells. Private well owners are encouraged to keep pollution sources away from their wells. See the Well
Owners Handbook for more information on protecting and testing private wells.

Swimming. Public pools and swimming beaches are monitored by Anoka County Environmental Services
and County or City parks departments. If the water becomes unsafe for swimming – the pool or beach is
closed. Keeping pollution out of lakes and streams is a huge challenge requiring everyone’s cooperation.
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Water that runs off land onto streets, storm sewers and ditches eventually end up in streams, rivers and
lakes. Lake property owners make a big difference in water quality by using Shoreland Best Management
Practices to reduce pollution of lake.

To learn more about how you can reduce pollution and protect our water resources go to the Anoka County
Integrated Waste Management webpage or contact your city’s stormwater pollution prevention specialist.
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Upcoming Events

*Anoka County Fair

July 22 @ 10:00 am - July 27 @ 10:00 pm

*Two Hicks and a Chick at the COR

July 24 @ 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

*DL Cajun Band at the Dam

July 24 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

*Fete Des Lacs in Centerville

July 26 - 27

*Anoka concert in the park – Betty Rydell

July 27 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

View All Events
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Become a Minnesota Master Naturalist Volunteer

 August 2nd, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Discover the wonders of our natural resources and lead others by becoming a Minnesota Master Naturalist.

Who can become a Minnesota Master Naturalist? Any adult who is curious and enjoys learning about the
natural world, shares that knowledge with others, and supports conservation. If you enjoy hiking, bird
watching, following tracks, or identifying wildflowers, you’ll love being a Minnesota Master Naturalist
Volunteer.

The Minnesota Master Naturalist training courses consists of in-classroom training and field trips. Courses
are designed to be a general overview of Minnesota’s three biomes: Big Woods, Big Rivers (BWBR);
Prairies and Potholes (PP); North Woods, Great Lakes (NWGL); plus advanced training (ADV). The courses
locally available are:

Focusing on Nature Through Art and Writing ($330 class description) at Wargo Nature Center, Lino
Lakes. Come and learn about the Big Woods Big Rivers Biome during the day, and expand your artistic skills
and abilities in the evening with three local Master Naturalist instructors, and artists. Three weekends
(starting Sept. 27th) of creative learning take you canoeing on the Mississippi, on a hike and a hayride.
Optional Saturday evening activities feature journaling, drawing, creative writing and painting.
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Prairies and Potholes ($200 class description) at the Kroening Interpretive Center, Minneapolis. On an acre
of prairie, there may be a million plant-eating animals! Prairies once covered a third of Minnesota, yet is a
highly endangered biome. Join us to learn the plants, animals, geology, and history of the prairie and pothole
region. Each class will spend considerable time outdoors exploring our park’s prairie, and our two field trips
will take us into the heart of the prairie as we investigate the diversity of these amazing grasslands around the
state. This class is held Wednesday mornings  (Sept. 3rd to Nov. 19th) from 9:30-Noon; field trips will be all
day on September 20th and October 5th. A capstone project is required as a component of class completion.
Instructors will help guide this process. 

Native Plant Community Field Guide Training ($20 class description) The Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources and the University of Minnesota are partnering to offer training in the use of the DNR
Field Guides to the Native Plant Communities of Minnesota. This two-day course (Sept. 22 & 23, 2014)
provides information about how to use the field guides, incorporates practice exercises, and explores how the
information gained from using this process has been applied in resource management planning. The course is
conducted at Cedar Creek Ecosystem Science Reserve in East Bethel, a 5400-acre research station in the
deciduous biome and home to over 23 different plant communities. Day 1 is an indoor training to the guides
and Day 2 is the field session.

If the course cost is a hardship, please fill out a scholarship application.
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Household hazardous waste collection events

 August 8th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Anoka County Integrated Waste Management makes it easier for residents to properly dispose of their
household hazardous wastes and reduce pollution of our water resources. In addition to the year-round
operation of the Household Hazardous Waste Facility in Blaine, residents may use the Household Hazardous
Waste Collection Events held at the Anoka County Fairgrounds in Anoka.

The Household Hazardous Waste Collection Events 2014 are held 9:00 am to 1:00 pm:

Every Tuesday (August 5th through October 14th) and
Saturdays (August 16th, Sept. 13th, Oct. 4th and 18th)

Examples of what to bring include: leftover paint, household cleaners, fluorescent bulbs, automotive fluids,
and most household products labeled Caution, Warning, Danger, or Poison.  Please be careful to secure
products so they don’t tip over or leak in your car.

What NOT to bring: ammunition or explosives, appliances, asbestos, batteries, electronics, garbage,
medications, medical sharps (needles/syringes) and tires. Integrated Waste Management can provide
information on how to properly and safely dispose of these items. 
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For more information contact Anoka County Integrated Waste Management at 763-323-5730 or use the
CONTACT webpage.
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Businesses may need to apply for an industrial stormwater permit

 August 8th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

To prevent pollution from reaching ditches, streams, lakes and rivers the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency reminds manufacturing, recycling, transportation or other industrial businesses to apply for an
industrial stormwater permit before the October 5th deadline. Stormwater management helps facilities
prevent, reduce or control pollution of surface and groundwater by restricting contact between pollutants and
industrial equipment, machinery, raw materials, products, waste-handling equipment and wastes.

Industries, ranging from timber products to chemical manufacturing, scrap recycling, landfills, air
transportation and salvage yards must be permitted where stormwater may come into contact with industrial
activities or wastes. Currently permittees (202 in Anoka County) must re-apply before October 5, 2014. Other
businesses learn whether they need a permit by going to the Industrial Stormwater Permit information
website.  Current permittees are listed on the Industrial Stormwater permit database.

For more information contact the MPCA Stormwater program staff at 651-757-2119. The penalty for late
applications, or failure to apply, is $400.
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Citizen survey for community development

 August 20th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

What’s important to you? Anoka County is asking citizens, cities, non-profits, and businesses to rate specific
priorities, as related to low- to moderate-income individuals by taking the Citizen Survey. Anoka County
Community Development needs your help in preparing their five-year Consolidated Plan.

The Consolidated Plan describes the housing needs of low- and moderate-income residents, outlining
strategies to meet those needs and listing all resources available to implement the strategies. The needs listed
in the survey include water and environmental health issues including:

Neighborhood cleanup
Asbestos removal
Screening for lead poisoning
Cleanup of contaminated sites
Water and sewer improvement
Tree planting
Flood drainage improvement
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Responses to the online survey can be submitted until September 12, 2014. For more information contact
Anoka County Community Development at 763-323-5764.
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St. Francis joins other communities to protect groundwater and
drinking water

 August 21st, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

St. Francis has it all with friendly neighborhoods surrounded by scenic rural lands plus clean water that runs
down the Rum River – and the groundwater below. The St. Francis City Council resolved to efficiently
protect their drinking water supply (groundwater) by cooperating with other communities to implement
wellhead protection. Wellhead protection keeps groundwater and wells from being polluted.

The Anoka County Municipal Wellhead Protection Group welcomed St. Francis Public Works, at their
August 20th meeting, making St. Francis the tenth municipal partner to cooperate in protecting the
groundwater source of the City’s drinking water with Andover, Anoka, Blaine, Centerville, Circle Pines,
Fridley, Lexington, Lino Lakes and Spring Lake Park. Anoka County Environmental Services and the
Minnesota Department of Health have joined the Municipal Wellhead Protection Group to keep community
water supplies safe from pollution.

Residents and property owners have their part in protecting the source of their drinking water. If not managed
properly, home and business chemicals and wastes may also pollute groundwater. Here are ways St. Francis
residents can help:
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Find out if you are in a Drinking Water Protection Area (interactive map)
Dispose of household hazardous waste at the Anoka Co drop-off facility (brochure)
Seal unused wells using a licensed professional (Video, YouTube 4:36)
Maintain your septic system in good working order (brochure)
Learn how your family can use water wisely (EPA WaterSense website)

The St. Francis Drinking Water Report  summarizes the water tests performed in 2013 showing that your
drinking water meets federal Safe Drinking Water Standards. Do your part to protect the City’s drinking
water supply. For more information contact St. Francis Public Works at 763-233-5200.

Attention St. Francis private well owners. The City wants your drinking water to be safe too. You are
encouraged to perform an annual water test (kits are available at City Hall) and maintain your home well in
good condition (see the Well Owner’s Handbook) .
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National Wilderness Act at 50

 August 23rd, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

The National Wilderness Act at 50. On September 3, 1964 President Lyndon B. Johnson signed into law the
Wilderness Act. This historic bill established the National Wilderness Preservation System (NWPS) and set
aside an initial 9.1 million acres of wildlands for the use and benefit of the American people. Over the past 50
years, and as a result of America’s support for wilderness, Congress has added over 100 million acres to this
unique land preservation system. The 1964 Wilderness Act defines “Wilderness” as areas where the earth and
its communities of life are left unchanged by people, where the primary forces of nature are in control, and
where people themselves are visitors who do not remain.

The NWPS was established for the use and enjoyment of the American people and provides many direct and
in-direct benefits, such as those relating to ecological, geological, scientific, educational, scenic, spiritual,
economic, recreational, historical, and cultural uses and activities. The 757 wilderness areas within the
NWPS are managed by all four federal land managing agencies, the Bureau of Land Management, Fish and
Wildlife Service, Forest Service, and National Park Service.

IN ANOKA COUNTY    The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources oversees nearly twenty thousand
acres (31 square miles) of wilderness land conserved within seven Wildlife Management Areas (WMA):
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Bearman WMA (Nowthen, 651-296-3450)
Bethel WMA (Bethel, 651-296-3450)
Carl E. Bonnell WMA (St. Francis, 651-296-3450)
Robert and Marilyn Burman WMA (Oak Grove, 651-296-3450)
Carlos Avery WMA (Area Office in Columbus, 651-296-5290)
Gordie Mikkelson WMA (Linwood, 651-296-3450)
Lamprey Pass WMA (Columbus, 651-296-3450)

For more information contact the DNR Information Center at (651) 296-6157 or email info.dnr@state.mn.us.

 Posted in Announcements
« St. Francis joins other communities to protect groundwater and drinking water
Master Recycler/Composter Program Offered »
Both comments and pings are currently closed. Edit this entry.

Comments are closed.

Upcoming Events

*Where have the birds gone?

February 10 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

>Waste management meeting

February 11 @ 8:30 am - 9:30 am

>Rice Creek meeting

February 11 @ 9:00 am - 11:00 am

>Andover Open Space meeting

February 11 @ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm

*Clean Water Forum

February 12 @ 7:15 am - 10:30 am

View All Events

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/wmas/detail_report.html?map=COMPASS_MAPFILE&mode=itemquery&qlayer=bdry_adwma2py3_query&qitem=uniqueid&qstring=WMA0122800
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/wmas/detail_report.html?map=COMPASS_MAPFILE&mode=itemquery&qlayer=bdry_adwma2py3_query&qitem=uniqueid&qstring=WMA0064800
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/wmas/detail_report.html?map=COMPASS_MAPFILE&mode=itemquery&qlayer=bdry_adwma2py3_query&qitem=uniqueid&qstring=WMA0169500
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/wmas/detail_report.html?map=COMPASS_MAPFILE&mode=itemquery&qlayer=bdry_adwma2py3_query&qitem=uniqueid&qstring=WMA0171200
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/wmas/detail_report.html?map=COMPASS_MAPFILE&mode=itemquery&qlayer=bdry_adwma2py3_query&qitem=uniqueid&qstring=WMA0900101
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/wmas/detail_report.html?map=COMPASS_MAPFILE&mode=itemquery&qlayer=bdry_adwma2py3_query&qitem=uniqueid&qstring=WMA0146100
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/wmas/detail_report.html?map=COMPASS_MAPFILE&mode=itemquery&qlayer=bdry_adwma2py3_query&qitem=uniqueid&qstring=WMA0123200
mailto:info.dnr@state.mn.us
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/announcements/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/2014/08/st-francis-joins-other-communities-to-protect-groundwater-and-drinking-water/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/2014/08/master-recyclercomposter-program-offered/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-admin/post.php?post=6747&action=edit
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/8307/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/waste-management-meeting/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/rice-creek-meeting-2/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/andover-open-space-meeting-7/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/event/clean-water-forum/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/events/


Home
About KTF
Contacts
Tools for Residents
Water Management Tools
Take Action

 
Search  

Protect Our Wells
Mark Your Calendar
Take A Class
Apply for a Grant
Increase Your Awareness

Master Recycler/Composter Program Offered

 August 28th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

UPDATE (Sept. 16, 2014). Anoka County’s master recycler (Sue Doll) will show how it’s done (StarTribune
report).

Anoka County Integrated Waste Management and the City of Andover have partnered to offer a new Master
Recycler/Composter program. Master Recycler/Composters are trained through an extensive five-week
course in reducing waste, recycling, composting, resource recovery, and disposal. The Master
Recycler/Composter program will create a volunteer pool of knowledgeable residents demonstrating to others
the benefits of reducing waste at home, in the community and at work.

The five week course runs September 23 – October 21, 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Anoka-Hennepin School
District’s Staff Development Center, 2727 North Ferry Street, Anoka, MN 55303. To learn more call Anoka
County Integrated Waste Management at 763-323-5730. Registration is limited to the first 30 participants. To
register to go Anoka-Hennepin Community Education.
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Disasters surprise everyone – be prepared for a surprise

 September 1st, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

September is National Preparedness Month (NPM). Anoka County Emergency Management is asking you,
your family, community, school and workplace to take action by reviewing your emergency plan and
participating in PrepareAthon! Day on or around September 30th.

Water is an essential element to survival and a necessary item in an emergency supplies kit. Following a
disaster, clean drinking water may not be available. Your regular water source could be cut-off by power
failure or compromised through contamination. Prepare by building a supply of water that will meet your
family’s needs during an emergency.

Use the information listed in the How To Get Involved 2014 NPM Quick Guide as a way to promote
National Preparedness Month, September 1st-30th . The 2014 National Preparedness Month theme is: “Be
Disaster Aware, Take Action to Prepare.” The 2014 NPM event themes are:

Week 1 – How to… Reconnect with Family After a Disaster.
Week 2 – Know How To plan for specific needs before a Disaster.
Week 3 – How to… Build an Emergency Kit.
Week 4 & 5 – How to… Practice for an emergency.
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POLLUTION PREVENTION (P2) WEEK

 January 9th, 2011  acknowtheflow  Edit

Anoka County residents, businesses, and government must work together to prevent our land, air and water
from being polluted. During national Pollution Prevention Week (Sept. 15 – 21, 2014) we are asked to pause
and assess what we have accomplished. WHAT HAVE YOU DONE TO PREVENT POLLUTION.
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SepticSmart week

 September 15th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

During SepticSmart Week 2014 homeowners are reminded to regularly pump their septic tank(s) every 2
years (3 years minimum) and protect their drain field from digging and damage by heavy vehicles and
machinery.

Did you know that one in five Anoka County homes have a well and septic on their property.  Maintaining a
septic system is important because the sewage we put down the drain must be cleaned up before it gets into
groundwater, wells and the water that we drink. Plus, a properly constructed and maintained septic system
reduces pollution while recycling water back into our natural environment.

For most home and cabin wells, the nearest source of possible water pollution and dangerous bacteria is their
septic system. Septic systems that are not maintained in good working order not only hurt the environment
but risk your family’s health. Plus, you may be flushing thousands of dollars down the drain by damaging
your septic system!

For information on septic systems see the Pumping and Maintenance of Septic Systems (YouTube video,
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4:20), register for a septic system class, or contact the Anoka County Extension Service office at 763-755-
1280. For information on testing the safety of your home well go to the Anoka County Environmental
Services Well Water Testing webpage or call 763-422-7063.

It isn’t difficult to maintain a septic system. Just like a wastewater treatment plant, homeowners have to keep
their system in good condition to keep it working right. All it takes is regular maintenance. For financial
assistance in repairing your septic system go to the Agricultural Best Management Practices Loan webpage
or call Anoka County Community Development at 763-323-5722.

 Posted in Announcements, City of Andover, City of Blaine, City of Columbus, City of East Bethel, City
of Ham Lake, City of Lino Lakes, City of Nowthen, City of Oak Grove, City of Ramsey, City of Saint
Francis, Good to Know, Linwood Township, Pollution Prevention, Videos, Wellhead Protection
« Pollution Prevention (P2) week
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Upcoming Events

*Protect your groundwater day

September 9

>Cancelled-Anoka Co waste management meeting

September 10 @ 8:30 am - 10:00 am

>Rice Creek watershed meeting

September 10 @ 9:00 am - 11:00 am

>Beyond Raingardens

September 10 @ 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

>Anoka City waste reduction meeting

September 10 @ 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm
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SEPTIC SMART WEEK is Sept. 22-26

 January 10th, 2011  acknowtheflow  Edit

Homeowners are reminded to regularly pump their septic tank(s) every 2 years (3 years minimum) and
protect their drain field from digging and damage by heavy vehicles and machinery. Through maintenance
and careful use (e.g., NOT pouring cooking grease down the drain) a septic system will functions for a long
time saving you the cost of repairs and maintaining your  investment in your home. For information on septic
systems see the Pumping and Maintenance of Septic Systems (YouTube video, 4:20), register for a septic
system class, or contact the Anoka County Extension Service office at 763-755-1280.
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*Columbus Fall Fest

September 20 @ 8:00 am - 4:00 pm
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SepticSmart week
 September 15th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

During SepticSmart Week 2014 homeowners with a septic system are reminded to regularly pump their
septic tank(s) every 2 years (3 years minimum) and protect their septic drain field from digging and damage
by heavy vehicles, cranes and machinery.

Did you know that one in five Anoka County homes have a well and septic on their property.  Maintaining a
septic system is important because the sewage we put down the drain must be cleaned up before it gets into
groundwater, wells and the water that we drink. Plus, a properly constructed and maintained septic system
reduces pollution while recycling water back into our natural environment.

For most home and cabin wells, the nearest source of possible water pollution and dangerous bacteria is their
septic system. Septic systems that are not maintained in good working order not only hurt the environment
but risk your family’s health. Plus, you may be flushing thousands of dollars down the drain by damaging
your septic system!

It isn’t difficult to maintain a septic system. Just like a wastewater treatment plant, homeowners have to keep
their system in good condition to keep it working right. All it takes is a little regular preventive maintenance
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(instead of regularly paying a municipal sewer fee).

For information on septic systems see the Pumping and Maintenance of Septic Systems (YouTube video,
4:20), register for a septic system class, or contact the Anoka County Extension Service office at 763-755-
1280. For information on the construction and maintenance of your septic system contact your city or
township building official. For information on testing the safety of your home well go to the Anoka County
Environmental Services Well Water Testing webpage or call 763-422-7063.

 Posted in Announcements, City of Andover, City of Blaine, City of Columbus, City of East Bethel, City
of Ham Lake, City of Lino Lakes, City of Nowthen, City of Oak Grove, City of Ramsey, City of Saint
Francis, Good to Know, Linwood Township, Pollution Prevention, Videos, Wellhead Protection
« St. Francis joins other communities to protect groundwater and drinking water
Both comments and pings are currently closed. Edit this entry.

Comments are closed.

Upcoming Events

*Meeting on East Anoka Co. Reg. Trail

August 27 @ 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

>Lino Lakes environmental meeting

August 27 @ 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

*Planting bulbs for Spring Color

August 27 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm

>Vadnais Lake watershed meeting

August 27 @ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm

*Shirts and Skins at the Ramsey COR

August 28 @ 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm

View All Events
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Charting the future for a prosperous Anoka County

 October 7th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

You may be hearing about Charting the Future and wondering what this effort is all about or what it really
means to your local Anoka County colleges. During the fall semester, initial work of four implementation
teams (Student Success, Diversity, Comprehensive Workplace Solutions and System Incentives and
Rewards) will be on display — with a request for your feedback. These will be open house-style events for
all college constituents to share insights, concerns and ideas. Please find time to participate at:

Anoka-Ramsey Community College (Coon Rapids Campus) at 11am-2pm on Monday, October 27th,
or
Anoka Technical College at 11am-2pm on Friday, November 21st.

Work is just beginning for the other four implementation teams (Academic Planning and
Collaboration, Competency Certification and Credit for Prior Learning, Education Technology, Information
Technology Systems Design) will be shared in spring semester.

This is a defining moment for Minnesota. Just when we needs our colleges and universities more than ever
before, we are facing significant challenges that threaten our ability to make good on our core commitments.
How we respond to these challenges will determine what the future looks like for our campuses.

Imagine if we worked together to improve transfer, if campuses partnered on marketing to increase the
number of students each campus serves, if we collaborated on expanding programs that prepare students for
the careers of tomorrow.

Clearly, we’re working together, but it’s not enough. Imagine what would be possible if we not only allowed
but encouraged and even expected this kind of cooperation. The recommendations drafted with input from
over 5,000 students, faculty, and staff in Charting the Future gives us the roadmap for how we can break
down silos and work together in new ways to better serve students and communities across our state,
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strengthen our colleges and universities, and protect their unique character and autonomy.
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Upcoming Events

*Where have the birds gone?

February 10 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

>Waste management meeting

February 11 @ 8:30 am - 9:30 am

>Rice Creek meeting

February 11 @ 9:00 am - 11:00 am

>Andover Open Space meeting

February 11 @ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm

*Clean Water Forum

February 12 @ 7:15 am - 10:30 am

View All Events
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Sending a Minnesota tree to the U.S. Capitol

 October 21st, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

For fifty (50) years, a beautiful tree has appeared on the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol for the holiday
season. This year the U.S. Forest Service, in partnership with the Leach Lake Band of Ojibwe and Choose
Outdoors will bring a special tree from the Chippewa National Forest in northern Minnesota to  Washington,
D.C. As the tree passes through communities on its way to the Capitol it will make 30+ stops including the
Twin Cities.

Join the celebration at the Boy Scouts of America Northern Star Council Base Camp (201 Bloomington
Road, St. Paul, MN 55111) on Saturday November 8, 2014 (3:30 pm – 5:30 pm). The event features:

Bon Fires
Ornament Decorating
Wreath-making demonstrations
Smokey Bear
Cookie Decorating
U.S. Capitol Christmas Tree Merchandise
Archery and Rock Climbing ($5 fee)
Tree Cutting Permits
Bough Permits
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Food donation will be collected by the City of Lakes Rotary Club of Minneapolis to benefit the
Neighborhood Food Shelf.

A short Program will take place at 4:40 p.m. with elected officials, Forest Service and Department of
Natural Resources representatives. For more information go to www.CapitolChristmasTree.com.
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Information is power. The power to protect drinking water

 October 22nd, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Public Water Suppliers are a part of Minnesota’s program to protect public health. In Anoka County, 265
cities and businesses operate their public water supply to serve an adequate supply of safe drinking water to
their residents and customers. Information, training and certification of the people that operate water systems
ensures that the water distributed to homes, schools, businesses, churches, restaurants and hotels meet a high
public health standard. To keep water system operators up-to-date on the latest information and methods to
protect drinking water the Minnesota Department of Health (Drinking Water Protection unit) publishes a
regular newsletter for different classes of public water suppliers.

The Waterline  The Waterline is a quarterly newsletter for water operators, city officials,and others
interested in news related to public water systems in Minnesota. The Waterline includes updates on training
sessions along with a registration form for various operator schools as well as feature stories of interest to
those in the drinking-water profession.

The NonCom Scoop  The NonCom Scoop newsletter is targeted to assist the owners and operators of
Minnesota’s “noncommunity public water systems” – such as schools, churches, resorts, restaurants and other
businesses that have their own water supply – in providing safe drinking water. It includes tips for water
system operation, regulatory updates, operator training schedules, and feature stories on noncommunity
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public water systems.
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Anoka County approves 2014 Water Resources Report

 October 29th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

The Anoka County Board of Commissioners have approved the 2014 Water Resources Report. The Water
Report is part of the Anoka County Community Health Improvement Plan (2015-2019).

Groundwater is readily available, supplying public and private water systems throughout Anoka County.
However, increasing water demand may potentially exceed the sustainability of locally available groundwater
supplies in some areas of the County.

Anoka County’s central and northern communities lack a major groundwater aquifer (Prairie du Chien-
Jordan) that supplies much of the developed metropolitan region’s municipal water systems. The Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources has expressed concern that local groundwater resources in transitional
communities may not be sufficient to support water demand typically associated with full development.

The Anoka County Water Resources and Supply Task Force have made several recommendations to address
the challenges facing our communities to:

Strive for coordinated water management programs
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Strive for coordinated water education programs
Promote local water sustainability
Protect the source of drinking water
Seize opportunities in local water management

For more information contact Anoka County Environmental Services at 763-422-7093.
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Fridley is the 2014 Anoka County Outstanding Conservationist

 October 31st, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

The Anoka Conservation District selected the City of Fridley as the 2014 Anoka County Outstanding
Conservationist. A conscientious approach toward natural resource management made Fridley an easy
choice.

Fridley has a long history of implementing projects to improve water quality and reduce flood damage. The
City has performed extensive riverbank stabilization, installed many rain gardens, provided lakeshore
stabilizations with natural buffers, and other stormwater treatment practices.

Fridley’s Springbook Nature Center consists of 127 acres of native prairies, oak and aspen forests, oak
savannah, and extensive wetlands. Springbrook is a popular destination with its three miles of hiking trails,
floating boardwalks, and interpretive center that has live animal exhibits for families, children and friends.

CONGRATULATIONS CITY OF FRIDLEY!
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Sunrise River WRAPS report available for comment

 November 1st, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

East Bethel and Linwood communities are inside the Sunrise River Watershed. Residents on Sunrise River
(including Coon, Typo, Martin and Linwood lakes) know that the quality of these water-bodies depend on
proper management of the land that surrounds them (the watershed).

The Sunrise River Watershed spans throughout the counties of Anoka, Chisago, Isanti, and Washington as it
collects precipitation and flows to the St. Croix River. The watershed is approximately 381 square miles in
extent, and includes 33 cities and townships. The Sunrise watershed has 12 lakes and 10 streams with one or
more impairments related to eutrophication (lakes), low dissolved oxygen, turbidity, pH, and fish and macro-
invertebrate impairments (Impaired Waters List, link).

The Sunrise River Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategy (WRAPS) Report is available for public
review and comment through Monday, Nov. 19. The Report recommends action to restore several water
bodies in the watershed and protect those in good health.

For more information contact Christopher Klucas (Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, 520 Lafayette Road,
St. Paul, Minnesota 55155; 651-757-2498; christopher.klucas@state.mn.us). TTY users may call the MPCA
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teletypewriter at 651-282-5332 or 800-657-3864.
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Arsenic testing is recommended for private wells

 November 3rd, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

One of every five homes in Anoka County get their drinking water from a private well. Arsenic is found in
groundwater throughout Minnesota. In a Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) program to monitor
the water quality of newly constructed wells, 8.7% of private (home/cabin) wells in Anoka County exceeded
the safe drinking water level for arsenic.

Exposure to arsenic can have serious adverse health effects, so it’s important to test all private wells for
arsenic and take steps to reduce high arsenic levels. The the recommended maximum concentration of arsenic
in drinking water is below 10 micrograms per liter (ug/L). The arsenic concentration of a private well should
be checked once to determine if it is found at all.  If a high level of arsenic is found the well owner may take
actions to limit their exposure and protect their family’s health.

Anoka County Environmental Services provides services to residents to test their private well for many
contaminants including arsenic.  To learn more about arsenic in drinking water go to the MDH Arsenic
webpage. For information on testing your private wells call Environmental Services at 763-422-7063.
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Hazardous waste workshop for Large Quanitity Generators (Dec. 9,
2014)

 November 4th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Cooperation of business and industry is an important part of Anoka County’s pollution prevention program.
By meeting the standards of safe disposal – commercial hazardous waste is managed at companies to prevent
it from polluting of our natural resources.

Anoka County Environmental Services is offering a Large Quantity Hazardous Waste Generator
workshop for business and industry on Tuesday, December 9, 2014. Registration is required. This workshop
will present the latest techniques and standards to manage their waste and comply with state standards. The
workshop (see brochure) includes:

Basic requirements (license, container management, manifests and record keeping)
LQG requirements (emergency response, contingency plan and personnel training)
Recyclable fuels (John Pollock, WCIC Industrial Services)
Recycling assistance for businesses (Amy Ulbricht, Anoka County Integrated Waste)
Wellhead protection and stormwater pollution prevention (Jim Hafner, City of Blaine), PLUS
Water conservation (Mick Jost, MnTAP)

To register contact Elizabeth Lyons (763-422-7071) or Kathy Piela (763-422-7093).

ATTENTION RESIDENTS: Many chemicals used at a business are sold to residents and homeowners at
stores. It is estimated that the collective volume of household hazardous waste is greater than that generated
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at businesses. Anoka County encourages residents to safely dispose of their hazardous waste at the
Household Hazardous Waste Facility. For more information for residents call Anoka County Integrated
Waste at 763-323-5730.
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The buzz on pesticides

 November 5th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

We are experiencing an alarming reduction in our bee population with increased use of pesticides in
agricultural and urban areas. How and why bees are declining isn’t fully understood, which is more alarming.

Bees are pollinators – a part of the cycle of life. Pollination is the transfer of pollen from one part of a flower
to another, resulting in the production of seeds. Seeds needed to begin the next harvest. Now more than ever,
it is critical to promote practices that will benefit pollinators by providing habitats free of excessive
pesticides, full of nectar and pollen resources.

PLUS, the safe use of pesticides will improve our water resources that have been found to contain pesticides.
Like bees, our water resources are part of the cycle of life. To learn more:

View Raising Bees at Wargo Nature Center (YouTube, 2:54)
Attend Pollinator Protection and Advocacy meeting Nov. 10, 2014 at Andover Senior Center
(FaceBook: ABC League of Women Voters)
Attend Creating Habitat for Minnesota’s Pollinators – Impacts of the economy and environment
(Environmental Initiative) Dec. 4, 2014, 8:00 am.
Visit Using Pesticides Responsibly website (MN Dept. of Ag.)
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Visit the U of M  Low-Input Lawns website to maintain a sustainable lawn.
Check out the Guide to Insecticides for Emerald Ash Borer (MN Dept. of Ag.)
Attend a 3-part series on pollinators by the U of M Landscape Arboretum.  “Pollinators: What you
need to know and how to make a difference”.
Landscapers: the MN Turf & Grounds Foundation is offering a presentation (1/13/2015): “Bee Aware:
The importance of pollinators in the landscape.”
Horticulturalists: The Minnesota Nursery & Landscape Association is offering Pesticide Recertification
workshop on Nov. 21, 2014 for Categories A (Core) and E (Turf and Ornamentals). Meets MDA’s
pesticide applicator recertification requirements.
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MnTAP Water Conservation Project for Business and Industry

 November 12th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Water conservation not only helps to preserve an important natural resource – it’s good business. NOW there
is an opportunity to have a engineering intern help a business conserve water as it improves efficiency and
reduces operating costs.

Your company may be paying twice for the water it uses. First, to purchase the water coming into your
facility. Then, the water leaving your facility to a wastewater treatment plant. Exposing these costs helps a
company to better understand an often overlooked expense.

The Minnesota Technical Assistance Program (MnTAP) located at the University of Minnesota
has announced the launch of a project to identify water conservation opportunities. The project focuses on
industries in the North and East Metro Groundwater Management Area. This area was established by the
Department of Natural Resources in need of attention for maintaining sustainable water supplies. The
MnTAP project includes:

Identification of industrial water users
Outreach and awareness raising of the importance of water conservation, including a frequent
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electronic newsletter with tips for best practices and presentations to area organizations
Assessments of industrial site water use with recommendations for improvement by MnTAP staff
members

Water conservation has received significant attention from agency, public, and media sources in recent years.,
This project will focus on water conservation solutions to maintain sustainable supplies of clean water for all
users. A MnTAP water conservation project at Federal Cartridge Company in Anoka resulted in 10%
reduction in annual total plant wastewater discharge and a total savings of $22,300 per year (see factsheet).

Your business may be able to address water conservation and energy efficiency sooner with the help of a
MnTAP intern. An intern can make suggestions that improve efficiency, save money, reduce waste, and
decrease regulatory compliance burden. Also, an intern has the time and creativity to research alternative
equipment, procedures, chemicals, and raw materials.

If you are interested in getting involved in this water conservation project (at  no cost to your business)
contact Mick Jost (MnTAP Program Coordinator) at 612-624-4694.
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Spring Lake Park, Good to Know, Water Conservation & Sustainability
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America recycles day (Nov. 15th)

 November 14th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Hey everyone, I’m a bottle.

There’s lots of bottles like me out there. Some of us are plastic, some are glass. And let me tell you a little
secret, we don’t always get along with each other! The glass guys are like all “hey, I’m all shiny and fancy”
especially those French wine bottles… but then the plastic ones are all “hey, we’re lightweight and fit in your
cup holder.”

Did you know that by recycling me I can become an Anoka County park bench or fiber for a new Andover
High School sweatshirt? It’s true! Recycling gives products new life and saves energy, creates jobs and…
hey… who wants to spend eternity in a landfill?

Join all of us bottles on November 15th in celebrating America Recycles Day. But don’t stop with just one
day. Recycle EVERY day. Because once I get recycled, there are a lot of other bottles, cans, newspapers,
mobile phones and other things that are counting on you to give your garbage a new and useful life.
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Guidelines for drinking water protection at seasonal establishments

 November 14th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

As the temperature drops people move inside leaving cabins, golf courses, water parks and baseball diamonds
empty until spring. It also means closing up seasonal wells and water dispensers at parks, campgrounds, golf
courses and outdoor catered events.

Anoka County Community Health and Environmental Services Department encourages operators of seasonal
water well systems and on-site water dispensers to properly close wells and store dispensers by following the
Department guidelines:

Guidelines for Opening & Closing Seasonal Well Water Systems

Guidelines for Drinking Water Dispensers

For more information call 763-422-7063.

 Posted in Announcements
« America recycles day (Nov. 15th)
Financial assistance available for repairing private wells and septic »

http://www.knowtheflow.us/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/about/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/directory-of-water-related-agencies-in-anoka-county/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/learn-more-2/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/tools-for-businesses/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/wellhead-protection/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/feed/
https://twitter.com/KnowTheFlowUS
http://www.knowtheflow.us/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/wellhead-protection/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/announcements/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/workshopsclasses/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/grants-and-applications/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/goodtoknow/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-admin/post.php?post=8185&action=edit
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Opening-Closing-Seasonal-Water-Systems.pdf
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Guidelines-DrinkingWaterStations20120426.pdf
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/announcements/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/2014/11/america-recycles-day-nov-15th/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/2014/11/financial-assistance-available-for-repairing-private-wells-and-septic/


Home
About KTF
Contacts
Tools for Residents
Water Management Tools
Take Action

 
Search  

Protect Our Wells
Mark Your Calendar
Take A Class
Apply for a Grant
Increase Your Awareness

Financial assistance available for repairing private wells and septic

 November 17th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

The Anoka County Community Development Department has partnered with the Minnesota Department of
Agriculture to bring low interest loans to land owners in Anoka County for repair or replacement of failing
home well or septic systems. The Agricultural Best Management Practices (AgBMP) program purpose is to
encourage practices that improve water quality.

The AgBMP Loan Program is funded by the Minnesota State Legislature, the Minnesota Public Facilities
Authority, and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and is administered through the Minnesota
Department of Agriculture.

Since the program’s start up in August, 2014, the county has improved 14 properties and has authorized
expenditures just over $200,000.00 to improve well and septic systems within the county. The loans are
repaid over a five or ten year period via a special assessment on the land owner’s property tax.

Additional funding has been made available to counties willing to participate in this program. Interested land
owners can find more information and application materials on the Anoka County Agricultural Best
Management Practices webpage.

For more information, contact Barb McKusick at 763-323-5722.
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Winter maintenance choices for clean water

 November 24th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Water pollution from salt (or chloride) is widespread in metropolitan areas of the upper midwest. The
majority comes from salt de-icers used for winter maintenance of roads, parking lots, driveways and
sidewalks. Education and Training can reduce pollution of water resources by applying deicing chemicals
effectively to remove ice while minimizing pollution of our water resources.

FOR HOMEOWNERS: View Improved Winter Maintenance: Good Choices for Clean Water video
(YouTube; 15:05). Choose and use tools and deicers to keep driveways and sidewalks safe this winter while
preventing harm to our rivers, lakes, streams and groundwater.

FOR ROAD AND COMMERCIAL MAINTENANCE COMPANIES: The Mississippi Watershed
Management Organization is sponsoring Winter Maintenance for Sidewalks & Parking Lots workshops on
Dec. 9, 2014 and on Jan. 15, 2015.

Who should attend? Private contractors and service providers, public works staff, property managers,
distributors, snowplow drivers, crew leaders, supervisors, permanent and seasonal employees.
Training topics include: Application rates, storing materials, how to calibrate equipment, weather
conditions, de-icing and anti-icing, environmental effects, and new maintenance methods.
Voluntary certification in Snow and Ice Control Best Management Practices – Level 1.
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Training is free, paid for by the Clean Water Act, Section 319 Nonpoint Source Management Fund and
the MWMO. Lunch will be provided.
Winter Parking Lot and Sidewalk Maintenance Manual may be used as a reference document at the
training sessions.

Winter Maintenance for Small Sites (YouTube; 19:34). For seasonal employees, business owners, front desk
staff to safely control snow and ice on steps, ramps, entryways and curbcuts while reducing the amount of
salt entering our rivers and lakes.
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Dwindling groundwater reserves – learning from the California
experience

 November 26th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Dr. Jay Famiglietti, is a University of California, Irvine, professor and leader in worldwide research using
NASA satellites to measure changes in the Earth’s stores of groundwater. Recently, Dr. Famiglietti visited
the University of Minnesota to present the findings of his research titled Dwindling Groundwater Reserves as
Viewed from Space (UofM video, 1:40:52) including discussion with Minnesota water experts. Dr.
Famiglietti was interviewed on 60 Minutes (Nov. 16th) about Depleting The Water (CBS News video, 13:55)

In September 2014, California passed legislation to manage groundwater and address a prolonged drought
where water resources are being depleted by increasing use. The Minnesota legislature created groundwater
management areas as a tool for the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to address difficult
groundwater-related resource challenges.
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In 2012, the DNR established the North and East Metro Groundwater Management Area (N&E GWMA) to
address the impacts of groundwater pumping on water resources and dropping lake levels, including White
Bear Lake. The N&E GWMA includes all of Ramsey and Washington Counties, the city of Minneapolis (east
of the Mississippi River) and ten cities in Anoka County (Blaine, Centerville, Circles Pines, Columbia
Heights, Columbus, Fridley, Hilltop, Lexington, Lino Lakes and Spring Lake Park).

A groundwater management plan for the N&E GWMA is expected to be completed early in 2015. For more
information and to receive updates, go to the DNR’s N&E GWMA webpage.
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Closed Landfill Program Celebrates 20 Years

 December 3rd, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Minnesota celebrates the 20th anniversary of its innovative Closed Landfill Program (CLP), the only program
of its kind in the country. Before the CLP, the responsibility to properly close landfills was argued among
neighboring communities and property owners through seemly endless lawsuits.

The CLP has been ensuring the proper closure and post-closure care of landfills located throughout the state.
This voluntary program was established in 1994 by the MN Legislature and administered by the Minnesota
Pollution Control Agency (MPCA). As of November 2014, there are 109 closed landfills in the CLP. Five in
Anoka County:

Anoka-Ramsey Landfill (Ramsey)
East Bethel Landfill (East Bethel)
Johnson Brothers Landfill (Blaine)
Oak Grove Landfill (Oak Grove)
Waste Disposal Engineering Landfill (Andover)

For more information go to the MPCA Closed Landfill Program website or view the Closed Landfill Program
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Celebrates 20 Years YouTube video (MPCA, 6:15).
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Become a Minnesota Master Naturalist Volunteer

 December 7th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Discover the wonders of our natural resources and lead others by becoming a Minnesota Master Naturalist
(MMN). Who can become a Minnesota Master Naturalist? Any adult who is curious and enjoys learning
about the natural world, shares that knowledge with others, and supports conservation. If you enjoy hiking,
bird watching, following tracks, or identifying wildflowers, you’ll love being a Minnesota Master Naturalist
Volunteer.

The Minnesota Master Naturalist training courses consists of in-classroom training and field trips. Courses
are designed to be a general overview of Minnesota’s three biomes: Big Woods, Big Rivers (BWBR);
Prairies and Potholes (PP); North Woods, Great Lakes (NWGL); plus advanced training (ADV). The courses
locally available are:

Jan. 14th to May 6th, 2015 – Big Woods Big Rivers at Anoka Ramsey Community College, Coon Rapids.
Field trips will take place throughout northern Anoka County. The course cost is $275 and includes course
manuals and supplies. For more information contact the course instructor  Jennifer Braido (email).

Jan. 16th to May 8th, 2015 – Prairies and Potholes at Anoka Ramsey Community College, Cambridge. Class
meet most Fridays (9am-1:10pm) through May 8th (class will not meet on Feb. 27th or March 13th.) Field
trips will be incorporated into the class schedule. The course cost is $275 and includes course manuals and
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supplies. Registration is required. For more information contact the course instructor Peggy Guiney (email).

If the course cost is a hardship, please fill out the scholarship application and send (MMN).
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Local professionals discuss water conservation and pollution
prevention at LQG hazardous waste training

 December 12th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

Representatives from businesses that produce large quantities of hazardous waste attended the December 9,
2014 Hazardous Waste workshop held by Anoka County Environmental Services.  The attendees recieved
information, not only on managing hazardous waste, but on protection of their community’s local water
resources and drinking water supply.

Mick Jost, Program Coordinator, MM Technical Assistance Program (email, 612-624-4694)

Know your water use – track and record it.
Shut off all water taps then monitor meter – if it moves there may be a pipe leak.
For tanks, measure water level without extraction – if it drops you may have a leak.
Check out Solutions 2014 (MnTAP program report)

Jon Pollock, Division Manager, WCEC Industrial Services – Fridley (email, 763-571-4944)

Fuel wastes are hazardous wastes with some important exemptions.
The Managing Fuel Wastes MPCA fact sheet is a great reference.
Fuel wastes must be properly characterized and managed to comply with rules.

Jim Hafner, Stormwater/Wellhead Manager, City of Blaine, MN (email, 763-785-6188)
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All storm drains end at a body of water (e.g. lake, stream or river).
Keep outdoor areas clear of excess/loose materials (that can wash away).
Have a plan and trained staff to clean up accidental spills right away.
Have staff use the best practices to prevent the spread of pollution

NEXT WORKSHOP.  Anoka County Environmental Services will be holding a Very Small Quantity
Hazardous Waste Generator workshop in the spring (2015).  For more information call Anoka County
Environmental Services at 763-422-7093.
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The Safe Drinking Water Act turns 40

 December 16th, 2014  acknowtheflow  Edit

On December 16, 1974, President Gerald Ford signed into law the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA)
intended to ensure safe drinking water for the public.  The SDWA applies to all public water supply systems
including municipal water utilities and wells that serve mobile home parks, schools, churches and office
buildings.  A home or cabin well system is not a public water system.  See Minnesota’s Safe Drinking Water
Act 40th Anniversary video (YouTube; 6:43).

Since 1972, the Anoka County Community Health and Environmental Services Department has provided
water testing and advice to owners of private wells. Private well owners are encouraged to test the safety of
their water annually by picking up a test kit at their city hall or the Anoka County Environmental Services
office (Suite 360, 2100 Third Avenue, Anoka, MN 55303). For more information call the Environmental
Services office at 763-422-7063.

Water Spot on: Wellhead Protection. Wellhead Protection is a way to prevent drinking water contamination
by managing potential sources of pollution in the area near public wells. Much can be done to prevent water
pollution, such as the wise use of land and chemicals. Public health is protected and expense of treating
polluted water or drilling new wells is avoided though wellhead protection efforts.
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If you would like to find out more about Wellhead Protection contact your municipal water utilities
department or call the MDH Source Water Protection Unit at 651-201-4700.

Private Well Owner. If your drinking water comes from a private well – you are encouraged to test the
water annually to be certain that it is, and remains, safe to drink. For information on testing your private well
contact the Anoka County Environmental Services at 763-422-7063.
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