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The Know The Flow website (www.KnowTheFlow.us) is a water resources management 

initiative to provide public information and coordination among Anoka County agencies, 

communities and water management organizations.  The Anoka County Water Resources 

Management Report (2014) states: “Residents, businesses, and organizations are willing to 

cooperate in the protection and management of their natural resources, when asked and where 

supported. Leadership and enduring community support are critical elements to garner wider 

public cooperation.”   Anoka County Environmental Services coordinates the Know The Flow 

website.  For more information contact Bart Biernat (763-422-6985; 

Bart.Biernat@co.anoka.mn.us). 

Anoka County is addressing local water resource issues in a cooperative effort with the 

Conservation District, Extension Service, the twenty-one communities, seven watershed 

management organizations, lake improvement districts, lake associations and other interested 

parties. See Directory of Agencies to learn more about these partners. 

The Anoka County Water Resources Management Report, produced by these partners, 

outlines a coordinated approach to water resource protection and management.  Members of the 

Anoka County Water Resources Task Force provide advice and recommendations for a county-

wide effort to protect our citizens as we protect and manage our water resource. 

The members of the Anoka County Municipal Wellhead Protection Group have established 

an efficient and cost effective cooperative program to protect the groundwater source of 

community drinking water systems through jointly implementing common elements of their 

wellhead protection plans.  The municipal members of the ACMWPG combined their resources 

and energy to establish the KnowTheFlow.us website (see Statement of Purpose and 

Authorization).  Wellhead protection is a program to reduce the impacts of pollution on 

groundwater near public water supply wells.  The community members of the Anoka County 

Municipal Wellhead Protection Group are Andover, Anoka, Blaine, Centerville, Circle Pines, 

Fridley, Lexington, Lino Lakes, Saint Francis and Spring Lake Park. 

 

http://www.knowtheflow.us/
https://www.anokacounty.us/1421/Water-Information-and-Management
mailto:Bart.Biernat@co.anoka.mn.us
http://www.knowtheflow.us/?page_id=4
http://www.anokacounty.us/DocumentCenter/Home/View/5631
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/ACMWPG-StatementOfPurpose2.pdf
http://www.knowtheflow.us/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/ACMWPG-StatementOfPurpose2.pdf
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January is Radon Action Month

 January 1st, 2015  acknowtheflow  Edit

Governor Dayton has proclaimed January 2015 as Radon Action Month to emphasize that every home should
be tested for radon as 2 in 5 homes still have dangerous levels (see Unity Hospital Hosts Community Forum
on Radon, YouTube video, CTN Studios; 2:07). Fortunately, the risk is largely preventable, by testing homes
and fixing radon problems.

Radon is the leading environmental cause of cancer deaths in the United States and the leading cause of lung
cancer among non-smokers. More than 21,000 lung cancer deaths are attributed to radon each year in the
U.S.

The number of homes fixed (mitigated) has doubled over previous years due, in part, to a new state law that
went into effect Jan. 1, 2014. The law requires information to be provided to buyers about radon during a
home sale. During the first nine months of 2014, at least 2,389 homes had work done to reduce radon levels;
the average for the previous two years was 1,279.

The Minnesota Radon Awareness Act requires sellers to inform buyers whether their home has been tested
for radon and if so, what the levels are and whether the home has been mitigated for radon (see Radon in Real
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Estate Transactions brochure). In addition, sellers must provide a warning statement and a two-page
publication to the buyer.

Radon is an odorless, colorless and tasteless radioactive gas that occurs naturally in Minnesota soils. It can
enter into all kinds of homes through cracks or openings in walls or foundations. The only way for residents
to know if their home has radon is to test.

Anoka County Community Development provides radon test kits for homeowners. For more information go
to the Radon Information and Order Form webpage or call Community Development at 763-323-5764.

 Posted in Announcements
« Closed Landfill Program Celebrates 20 Years
Resolve to be water efficient in 2015 »
Both comments and pings are currently closed. Edit this entry.

Comments are closed.

Upcoming Events

*North suburban home show

March 12 @ 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

*Fix-A-Leak Week

March 13

>Coon creek meeting

March 14 @ 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

*By author Griffin

March 14 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm

*Homeowner Septic Class

March 14 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

View All Events
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Resolve to be water efficient in 2015

 January 14th, 2015  acknowtheflow  Edit

UPDATE (Feb. 2, 2015) Check out the new WATER CONSERVATION webpage by the Metropolitan Council
of the Twin Cities to learn why conservation is necessary and how you can be part of the solution to lower
lake and groundwater level problems.

Waste is always wrong and often the result of bad habits. Wasting water – a valuable natural resource – is
wrong for us all who depend on water. It’s about efficiently using water before lake levels drop and
conservation is required. Make a water efficiency resolution each month in 2015.

The dawn of a new year brings with it aspirations that don’t always stick around, but if you keep them
simple, New Year’s resolutions can be actions you take instead of promises you break. If the typical weight-
loss or exercise resolutions aren’t getting you moving, refocus your efforts on a healthier planet by resolving
to save water. KnowTheFlow will do it’s part by keeping you informed and present a new resolution each
month. You’ll achieve your most water–efficient year yet.

JANUARY: Make it official. Declare your commitment to making 2015 about water by taking the “I’m for
Water” pledge and sharing your resolution on social media. Encourage your friends, colleagues, and
neighbors to reduce their water use by connecting with WaterSense on Facebook and Twitter.
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Draft groundwater management plan is available for comment

 January 16th, 2015  acknowtheflow  Edit

UPDATE (Feb. 3, 2015) The draft North & East Metro Groundwater Management Plan is available for
public review. A feedback survey is also available to comment on the draft Plan.

Anoka County residents and businesses get their water from wells that draw from groundwater aquifers
located directly below us.  As Anoka County grows, so does our need for water. The questions are:

Is there enough groundwater for a sustainable supply in our area?
Will there be enough groundwater for growth and development?

Following the drop in the level of White Bear Lake and other areas lakes – the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) established the North & East Metro Pilot Groundwater Management Area that
includes Ramsey and Washington Counties plus ten Anoka County communities (Blaine, Centerville, Circle
Pines, Columbia Heights, Columbus, Fridley, Hilltop, Lexington, Lino Lakes and Spring Lake Park). Part of
Minneapolis (east of the Mississippi River) is also in the N&E Metro Groundwater Management Area. In
2013 and 2014 the DNR has collaborated with residents, businesses and community leaders to prepare a plan
to address management and sustainability of groundwater resources in the area.
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The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources is hosting three local meetings in February to present the
draft North & East Metro Groundwater Management Area Plan, and to hear your comments and ideas for
improving the plan.   The plan describes actions the DNR will take over the next five years to achieve a
sustainable supply of groundwater for communities and the environment.

These local meetings will allow the DNR to introduce the proposed GWMA plan, describe the process used
to develop it, and explain the goals and actions in the plan. Most importantly, it gives you the opportunity to
ask questions and get answers.

Local Meetings Schedule (6:30 – 8:30 p.m.):

Woodbury: Monday, Feb. 9  at Eagle Valley Golf Course – Banquet Room
White Bear Lake: Wednesday, Feb. 18 at Century College East Campus – Lincoln Mall
Blaine: Thursday, Feb. 26  at Blaine Public Works Facility – Main Conference Room (The large black
building located directly behind the Schwann’s Super Rink. Enter the main entrance on the southwest
corner of the building (glass corner))

http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/gwmp/area-ne/2015-local-meetings.pdf
http://www.eaglevalleygc.com/location/
http://www.century.edu/files/campusmaps/eastsecond.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Blaine+Public+Works+Department/@45.15438,-93.223662,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x278e0cd6f9d3d852


At the local meetings, DNR staff and Advisory Team members will make brief presentations. Following the
presentations they will be asking for suggestions and recommendations.

6:00 PM Doors Open
6:30 Presentations

Paul Putzier, North & East Metro GWMA DNR Project Manager
Project Advisory Team Members

7:30 Discussion, Questions & Answers
8:30 Informal Discussion Time
9:00 Doors Close

Light refreshments will be served. For more information, please contact Paul Putzier: 651-259-5692
or paul.putzier@state.mn.us.

LIVING ON THE EDGE. To illustrate the importance of our groundwater resources the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources has released a video Living on the Edge: Our Water Supply at
Risk (YouTube; 7:20).

WHAT CAN YOU DO? Consider home and business water conservation options that are provided on
the WaterSense website (USEPA) or on the Water Conservation Toolbox webpage (Metropolitan
Council).  Combined, our conservation efforts will add up.
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Know where to go for a healthier family

 January 30th, 2015  acknowtheflow  Edit

GO ANOKA COUNTY is an online resource filled with information that identifies opportunities to engage
in physical activity. Much of the outdoors activities encourage us to enjoy and appreciate our environment
and natural resources as we build and improve our health and stamina. See what it’s all about in 41 seconds
with the GoAnokaCounty video (YouTube; AnokaCountyMN; 0:41).

GET READY: Starting a fitness program may be one of the best things you can do for your health. Physical
activity can reduce your risk of chronic disease, improve your balance and coordination, help you lose weight
— even improve your sleep habits and self-esteem.

GET SET: Starting an exercise program is challenging at first, but if you stay with it, you will find it
enjoyable and one that your body looks forward to doing:

Start slowly – build up gradually working your way up the fitness ladder.
Break things up – you don’t have to do all your exercise at once.
Be creative – bike one day, swim another, hike the next (just don’t stop).
Listen to your body – if you feel pain, dizziness or nausea, take a break.
Be flexible – not feeling good then take a day or two off.

GET GOING: map out your fitness plan with the Go Anoka County Map application to find where to can
get your exercise (Anoka County YouTube videos): walking, running, swimming (Bunker Beach), biking,
hiking, AquaZumba, snowshoeing, golf, skating, cross-country skiing, tennis, geocaching, summer camps,
horseback riding, horseshoes, birdwatching, playgrounds, canoeing, archery, standup paddleboarding,
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volleyball, softball, soccer, just to name a few.

DOWNLOAD the Healthy Family Guide for information that will help get you going.
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Met Council releases draft water resources policy plan

 February 2nd, 2015  acknowtheflow  Edit

The Metropolitan Council has released a public comment draft of the 2040 Water Resources Policy Plan
(WRPP). The plan places a new emphasis on integrating what the Council does in water supply, surface
water, and wastewater.

The WRPP is a regional plan that includes policies and strategies to:

Treat wastewater from municipalities and industries to high water-quality standards at affordable and
fair rates.
Work with partners to preserve the quality and quantity of groundwater and surface water. This will
protect public health, support planned growth and development, maintain the health of natural habitats
and ecosystems, and enhance recreational opportunities.

Plan focuses on integrated approach to water resources

As the Council gathered more than 200 comments on earlier phases of the draft, the decision was made to
shift the plan toward a more integrated approach.

This means the Council will work to sustain the region’s water resources by:

Producing the most benefits from regional investments.
Opening avenues to pursue reuse of wastewater and stormwater to offset demands on groundwater
supplies.
Incorporating strategies to support sustainable use of water sources.
Undertaking activities and projects that produce beneficial results in the areas of surface water, water
supply, and wastewater.
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Expanding efforts and promoting greater collaboration, financial and technical support, working with
partners to address water quality, quantity, and water supply issues.
Promoting environmental stewardship in operating the regional sewer system by reusing wastewater,
reducing energy use and air pollution emissions, and reducing, reusing and recycling solid waste.

Provide input on the plan by March 20

The Council is accepting comments on the plan through 5 p.m. on Friday, March 20. Learn more and ask
questions about the draft 2040 WRPP prior to the formal public hearing at two upcoming informational
meetings:

Thursday, Feb. 12, 9 to 11 a.m. at Maplewood Community Center, 2100 White Bear Avenue
Monday, Feb. 23, 1 to 3 p.m. at Ridgedale Library, 12601 Ridgedale Drive

Please RSVP at least four days before the meeting you plan on attending to Judy Sventek by phone at 651-
602-1156 or email judy.sventek@metc.state.mn.us.

How to comment

Comment forms will be available and can be filled out at a meeting or mailed in.
Phone Public Information at 651-602-1500.
E-mail public.info@metc.state.mn.us.
Testify at the public hearing at 5 p.m. on Tuesday, March 10, in the Metropolitan Council Chambers,
390 Robert St. N., Saint Paul.

Next steps  Once comments are received, the plan is revised to address the comments. The plan is anticipated
to be presented to the Council for adoption in April 2015.
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Class registration is open for the 2015 Metro Children’s Water
Festival

 February 5th, 2015  acknowtheflow

Attention 4th grade teachers in the twin-cities metropolitan area! Registration is open for the drawing of
classes to attend the 2015 Metro Area Children’s Water Festival that will take place on Wednesday,
September 30, 2015 at the Minnesota State Fairgrounds. The Festival will accept 44 classes (over 1,200
students) at this event.

The purpose of the festival is to raise participant’s understanding of water in everyday life. Through
understanding the water cycle, and other related natural resources, participants learn to appreciate their
natural environment and apply conservation measures for sustained water resources. Classes will be selected
from the seven county metropolitan area to balance participation through the metropolitan area.

The 2015 annual Metro Area Children’s Water Festival is the 17th festival that is held on the last Wednesday
of September. The students that attended the first Festival are about 26 years old and applying the lessons
learned in 1999 to protect and keep our natural resources sustained.

4th Grade Standards. This festival is geared to fourth grade students to match the Minnesota Science
Standards for water lessons that are part of the education benchmarks.

Parents of homeschool children are encouraged to register for the lottery drawing that is open to all 4th
grade level students.

To register for the 2015 Metro Children’s Water Festival please fill out the Registration Form and submit
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according to the instructions.
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Grants available for small public water suppliers

 February 11th, 2015  acknowtheflow

The Minnesota Department of Health announces the availability of grants to support Source Water Protection
(SWP) of noncommunity transient public water suppliers. See announcement (link).

Noncommunity Transient public water systems serve at least 25 people at least 60 days per year, but not the
same 25 people over that period of time. Food and lodging establishments that own and operate an on-site
well and water system are eligible for this category of grant.

The SWP grants for noncommunity transient systems shall:

Support wellhead protection measures that address a potential contamination source that presents a
high risk to a source of drinking water as determined by the MDH;
Have a maximum amount of $10,000, which may be increased to $30,000 when three or more public
water suppliers apply under the same application; and
Require an equal financial cost share amount;

Noncommunity Transient Grant: Request for Proposal and Application Form
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Noncommunity Transient Grant: Frequently Asked Questions

For more information about this grant opportunity contact Ms. Cristina Covalschi (SWP Grant
Coordinator) Telephone: 651-201-4696, e-mail: cristina.covalschi@state.mn.us.
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Order your trees and shrubs

 February 24th, 2015  acknowtheflow

The Anoka Conservation District is excepting preorders for the annual Tree and Shrub Sale.  The District
offers a wide variety of native stock, including black cherry trees, mixed oak trees, red maple trees, and white
pine trees. The trees and shrubs are sold in bare root seedlings or transplants and most are 10! to 24! in
height. They may be purchased in bundles of ten for $17, or twenty-five for $30 not including tax.  Native
prairie seed and tree aides are also available. You do not need to be an Anoka County Resident to order.

The Tree and Shrub Sale website also contains information about the kinds of trees and shrubs to plant in
your particular situation along with planting directions.

You may purchase these trees and shrubs by:

1. Online ordering,
2. Mail in an Order Form, or
3. Order by phone (763-434-2030 x10).

Orders will be accepted until mid-April and available for pick up the morning of the last Saturday in April
(25th) at the Anoka County Fairgrounds. Please order early to guarantee availability.

For more information call the Anoka Conservation District at 763-434-2030.

The benefits of trees and shrubs. Trees and shrubs provide many benefits beyond the beauty they lend to
streets and properties. Overlooked and unappreciated is their ability to reduce the speed and volume of water
running off the land into gutters and ditches during a storm. The result is cleaner water as it reaches creeks,
rivers and lakes. Plant a tree and let nature do what is does best to keep our water clean.
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Groundwater awareness week 2015

 March 2nd, 2015  acknowtheflow  Edit

Anoka County Municipal Wellhead Protection Group and public water suppliers around America invite you
to celebrate National Groundwater Awareness Week (March 8-14, 2015).  Groundwater is a valuable asset to
the health and vitality of our community. We rely on groundwater to provide safe drinking water to our
families.  Over 300,000 people in Anoka County get their drinking water from the groundwater wells of 259
public water systems (e.g. municipal, mobile home parks, schools, etc.) or private home wells.

Water testing is necessary to determine if the groundwater that you drink remains safe.

Private well owners are encouraged to test their well annually for bacteria and nitrate nitrogen. Go to
the Anoka County Environmental Health Well Water Test website or view the Well Water Testing
video (YouTube; 4:16) to learn more about private well testing.
Public water systems are operated and tested regularly. For more information about the quality of the
public water supply contact your public water supplier (list) for a copy of your annual drinking water
report. Many municipal drinking water reports are posted on the municipal website.
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Fridley awarded the 2014 outstanding conservationist

 March 5th, 2015  acknowtheflow
The Anoka Conservation District (ACD) selected the City of Fridley as the 2014 Anoka County Outstanding
Conservationist. Each year ACD recognizes individual and organization accomplishments in conservation that protects
and improves the natural resources in Anoka County. 

Mayor Lund accepts the Outstanding Conservationist Award at the February 23rd
Fridley City Council Meeting.
Pictured: Kay Qualley (Fridley Environmental Planner), Mary Jo Truchon (ACD Board
Chair), Chris Lord (ACD District Manager), Mayor Scott Lund and James Kosluchar
(Fridley Public Works Director).

“This award doesn’t recognize the accomplishments of an institution or government entity.  Rather, it’s about the people. 
The elected and appointed officials, dedicated staff and volunteers, civic leaders,  businesses, residents, teachers and
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students, all come together to create a community that cares about conserving natural resources.” said Mary Jo Truchon,
ACD Board Chair.
The community’s commitment is evident, from active recycling and water conservation programs to a well-staffed nature
center, from several roadside rain-gardens to ravine stabilization spanning over a quarter-mile, protecting 21 private
properties and reducing the annual discharge of 633,600 pounds of sediment and 507 pounds of phosphorus into the
Mississippi River.

The Outstanding Conservationist 2014 award recognizes the people of Fridley for their accomplishments, and serving as
an example to others that it’s never too late to conserve what you’ve got. It’s never to late to preserve and protect
our natural resources. For more information, contact Chris Lord at the Anoka Conservation District Manager, phone 763-
434-2030.
FRIDLEY RESIDENTS: attend a Raingardens For Water Quality Seminar  (April 16th, 6:00 to 7:30 pm)
to learn how you can protect and preserve water resources in your neighborhood.
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It’s groundwater awareness week – is your private well safe?

 March 8th, 2015  acknowtheflow

Private well owners must take measures to protect their drinking water. That includes protecting the
groundwater that is drawn into the well. National Groundwater Awareness Week (March 8-14) brings
attention to the important role that groundwater plays in the health and wellbeing of people. Anoka County
Environmental Services and the Minnesota Department of Health recommend all home and cabin well
owners read the Well Owners Handbook that provides important information to maintain private wells and
protect drinking water.

To start, follow the Three Cs of well maintenance:

Cap – ensure the well cap is securely attached and not broken or missing, and the connections through the
cap are watertight.

Casing – check the well pipe for cracks or corrosion damage. The casing should extend 12 inches above
ground level.

Conduit – confirm that the conduit for the electric service wire to the well is securely connected to the well
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cap.

Anoka County Environmental Services provide water testing services  to residents, recommending that
private well owners test their well annually (or anytime there is a noticeable change in water quality such as
odors, colors or taste) for total coliform bacteria and nitrate-nitrogen. If a private well owner does not have an
arsenic test result – they are encouraged to test the water once to determine if it is above the safe drinking
water level.

For more information contact Anoka County Environmental Services at 763-422-7063.
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National wildlife week – an inspiration

 March 8th, 2015  acknowtheflow

National Wildlife Week (March 9th through the 15th) is designed around teaching and connecting kids to
the awesome wonders of wildlife. The 2015 theme for National Wildlife Week is Inspiring Americans to
Protect Wildlife for Our Children’s Future.

IN MINNESOTA    The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources protects and manages our wildlife.
Visit the DNR Nongame Wildlife Program webpage to learn what you can do to protect, maintain, enhance,
and restore native nongame wildlife resources for their intrinsic values, ecosystem functions, and long term
benefits.

IN ANOKA COUNTY    The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources oversees nearly twenty thousand
acres (31 square miles) of land conserved within seven Wildlife Management Areas (WMA):

Bearman WMA (Nowthen, 651-296-3450)
Bethel WMA (Bethel, 651-296-3450)
Carl E. Bonnell WMA (St. Francis, 651-296-3450)
Robert and Marilyn Burman WMA (Oak Grove, 651-296-3450)
Carlos Avery WMA (Area Office in Columbus, 651-296-5290)
Gordie Mikkelson WMA (Linwood, 651-296-3450)
Lamprey Pass WMA (Columbus, 651-296-3450)
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For more information contact the DNR Information Center at (651) 296-6157 or email info.dnr@state.mn.us.

The Wildlife Science Center (5463 Broadway Ave NE, Columbus, MN 55025) provides important services
including: research by professionals answering questions about wildlife management and endangered species;
hands-on training for wildlife students; getting children excited about science education; and participating in
national and international efforts to conserve our natural resources.

WSC provides two guided educational tours every Saturday at 11am and 1pm ($6 for adults, $4 for children
4-12, and free for 3 and under).  Additional education programs include private programs/group tours;
preschool programs; scout programs (WSC staff are certified badge counselors); wolf howl bonfires; and
overnight programs.  For more information contact the WSC at  651-464-3993 (or
email wscinfo@wildlifesciencecenter.org).

*WSC is holding a Pet Clinic (Saturday, March 28, 2015 from 10am to 3pm) by Dr. Lori Ballinger, DVM of
Healing Wheels, to get spring checkups for your dogs and cats for a special cost while enjoying the amazing
WSC animals.

The Anoka Conservation District encourages property owners to branch out for wildlife through the tree
and shrub sale.  Click on the on-line ordering and payment webpage to see the variety of plants available or
call ACD at (763) 434-2030.
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Fix-a-leak week

 March 11th, 2015  acknowtheflow

Anoka County residents and businesses are urged to check their plumbing fixtures and irrigation systems
each year during Fix a Leak Week (March 16-22, 2015). Nationwide, more than 1 trillion gallons of water
leak from U.S. homes each year. Current drought conditions coupled with growing water demand challenges
businesses and residents to conserve our natural water resources by efficiently using the water that we have.

Toilets are especially leak-prone: it is estimated that some 20% of all toilets are leaking/wasting water
(YouTube; 30sec.). But because leaking toilets are often silent, the problem typically goes unnoticed. This
can lead to higher water and sewer bills and the waste of an important natural resource.  Leaks can also
shorten the lives of septic systems and private wells.

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) is encouraging residents to check their toilets for leaks by
providing a free packet of leak detection tablets to any interested household in Minnesota. Leak detection
tablets can be ordered on the MPCA website, by calling 651-757-2999, or by emailing
leakdetection.pca@state.mn.us. Supplies are limited.

The MPCA is a promotional partner of WaterSense®, an EPA program that promotes the value of water
efficiency and water-efficient products to consumers.  For information on WaterSense® and Fix-a-Leak
week, visit www.epa.gov/watersense/.
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Well sealing grants available to property owners in Blaine, Circle
Pines, Lexington and Lino Lakes

 March 16th, 2015  acknowtheflow

UPDATE 3/16/2015) A detailed map (0.8 Mb) and brochure are now available for this special grant program.

To protect its community drinking water, Blaine, Circle Pines, Lexington and Lino Lakes are making cost-
share grants available to property owners to seal unused (abandoned) wells near city wells. Residents and
property owners that are inside the city’s Drinking Water Supply Management Areas (DWSMA) may apply
to the city for a grant that reimburses them 50 percent of the cost of sealing the well (up to $500 grant). The
cost of sealing a home well is typically about $800 – $1,000 (sometimes more with difficult wells).
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There are many water wells in use and many more that are not in use. Many homes, offices, stores and
restaurants are built before city water is available. For example, every home and business in the cities of Ham
Lake, East Bethel and Linwood have a private well on their property because public water is not yet
available. The same was true 40-60 years ago in Blaine, Circle Pines, Lexington and Lino Lakes. Eventually
all wells become unusable. When a property was connected to city water, the unused well was often buried
and forgotten (abandoned).

Q: How do I know if I have an abandoned well on my property? A: If your home was built before city water
was available – you have a well. Compare the building construction date from property tax records with the
date public water was connected (contact your utilities department). If the construction date was before city
water connection date – an unused well likely is on the property. View the video “Sealing Your Unused Well”
(YouTube, 4:36).

Q: How do I know if the well on my property was properly sealed? A: Only a state licensed well contractor
may seal a well. The contractor files a Well Sealing Record with the Minnesota Department of Health – Well
Management Section. Contact the Well Management Section (651-201-4600,
email health.wells@state.mn.us) to obtain a copy of your Well Sealing Record.

Disclosing your wells during a sale or property transfer. When a home, farm, or other property is sold or
transferred, Minnesota Statutes, section 103I.235, requires that the seller of real estate must disclose the
number and the status of all wells on the property and provide a sketch map showing the location of each
well. Often the seller seals the abandoned well(s) at that time.

Contact your city Wellhead Protection Manager to obtain a well sealing cost-share grant application:

Blaine: 763-785-6188 (Jim Hafner) jhafner@ci.blaine.mn.us
Circle Pines: 763-231-2611 (Chandra Peterson) cpeterson@ci.circle-pines.mn.us
Lexington: 763-354-2805 (Tina Northcutt) tnlexington@comcast.net
Lino Lakes: 651-982-2435 (Marty Asleson) marty.asleson@ci.lino-lakes.mn.us

See the Directory of Area Water Well Contractors for bids to seal abandoned wells. For more information on
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well sealing go to the MDH Well Sealing webpage.
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Upcoming Events

*North suburban home show

March 12 @ 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

*Fix-A-Leak Week

March 13

>Coon creek meeting
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March 14 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
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Lino Lakes City Council approves wellhead protection plan

 March 17th, 2015  acknowtheflow

Lino Lakes City Council has approved a plan to protect the groundwater sources of the City’s water supply
system. The Lino Lake Wellhead Protection Plan addresses potential sources of water pollution near City
wells to keep the groundwater clean and the City water free of contamination.

NOTE: The City of Lino Lakes is currently making cost-share grants available to property owners to seal
unused (abandoned) wells located within the City’s wellhead protection area. For more information
contact Marty Asleson 651-982-2435 (marty.asleson@ci.lino-lakes.mn.us).

From the Lino Lakes Water Quality Report (2013)

Lino Lakes’ Water Source. The City of Lino Lakes provides drinking water to its residents from a groundwater
source: five wells which range from 258 to 338 feet deep, that draw water from the Prairie Du Chien-Jordan
and Jordan-St. Lawrence aquifers.

The water provided to customers met all federal drinking water standards in 2013, however the Minnesota
Department of Health (MDH) has additionally made a determination as to how vulnerable the source of
water may be to future contamination incidents. If you wish to obtain the entire source water assessment
regarding your drinking water, please call 651-201-4700 or 1-800- 818-9318 (and press 5) during normal
business hours. Also, you can view it online.

Call Tim Hillesheim at 651-982-2452 if you have questions about the City of Lino Lakes’ drinking water or
would like information about opportunities for public participation in decisions that may affect the quality of
the water.
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Plan ahead to celebrate arbor day

 March 27th, 2015  acknowtheflow

Each year, on the last Friday of April, and throughout the month of May, Minnesotans recognize the value of
trees, forests and the natural resources they represent.  Trees brighten the environment by moderating climate,
improving air and water quality, conserving water and energy, and sheltering wildlife.

Many community Arbor Day/Month events include tree sales that require pre-ordering before the event.  Plan
ahead to celebrate Arbor Day with the addition of a tree:

Anoka Conservation District’s Tree Sale
Andover’s Spring Tree Sale (April 25th, 9am-1pm at Public Works)
Blaine’s Arbor Day Tree Sale (May 9th, 9am-1pm at Blaine Public Works)
Columbus Arbor Day Celebration 2013 Columbus Arbor Day (YouTube video 13:29)
Coon Rapids Arbor Day Tree Sale (April 25th)
Ham Lake Arbor Day Celebration (Lions Park)

Check out the U of M Extension Service article Before Buying Plants, Understand Your Site.
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Change your community for the better by volunteering

 April 11th, 2015  acknowtheflow

The Anoka County Board Of Commissioners has proclaimed April 12 – April 18, 2015 as Volunteer
Recognition Week In Anoka County.  Volunteers Make Citizen Science Work (EPA YouTube; 2:12).

Anoka County communities have established water resource management programs with their watershed
management organization or a watershed district. The community’s surface water management program deals
with land runoff (“nonpoint” source) water pollution. Nonpoint sources of pollution are from many everyday
activities and actions of people. These include applying fertilizer or pesticides to lawns or gardens in an
amount that exceeds what the plants can use, plowing an agricultural field such that erosion results, blowing
grass clippings into streets, gutters and storm sewers. All these add up to major nonpoint source pollution
loading of nearby ditches, wetlands, creeks, lakes and groundwater.

Make a difference in your community’s environment by volunteering:

Anoka County Master Gardener (763-755-1280) learn and share your knowledge
Anoka County Parks & Recreation Join the volunteer team
Adopt-A-Boat Launch at an Anoka County Park facility
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Pitch in at the Earth Day Cleanup (April 25, 2015) at Wargo Nature Center
Anoka County Master Recycler/Composter email or call 763-323-5730
Anoka Conservation District (763-434-2030) learn about conservation opportunities
Coon Creek Watershed District (763-755-0975) education & protection opportunities
Rice Creek Watershed District (763-398-3070) water quality monitoring
Become a Minnesota Master Naturalist leader (UofM & MN Dept of Natural Resources)
Become a Lake Level Monitor volunteer 651-296-6157 (MN Dept of Natural Resources)
Become a lake or stream Water Quality Monitor  (MN Pollution Control Agency

 Find a site to monitor near you (map application)
Adopt a River or a section of a stream, lake, wetland or ditch (MN DNR)

Check out the Anoka County Volunteer Alliance (brochure) for more volunteer opportunities.
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Blaine clean water expert receives public health leadership award

 April 14th, 2015  acknowtheflow

Mr. Jim Hafner, City of Blaine Stormwater Pollution Prevention and Wellhead Protection Manager, has been
awarded the 2015 Public Health Leadership Award from the Anoka County Board of Commissioners.

Anoka County Commissioner Robyn West presents Jim Hafner with the 2015 Public Health
Leadership Award.
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Jim was recognized for his devotion to the protection and management of water resources in Anoka County
through his selfless service as the Chairman of the Anoka County Municipal Wellhead Protection Group. The
Group  of ten community water suppliers are cooperatively implementing a unified drinking water protection
program for over 155,000 Anoka County residents.

Jim also coordinates Blaine’s stormwater pollution prevention program to maintain clean water. He often
provides advice and support to neighboring communities because Blaine understands that its water resources
are an interconnected web of ditches, streams, creeks and rivers that flow through many communities as
surface water makes its way to the Mississippi River.

Through this Public Health Leadership Award, Anoka County recognizes Jim Hafner and the many
municipal, watershed and community leaders that dedicate themselves to the protection of our precious water
resources. Congratulations Jim Hafner!
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*North suburban home show
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*Fix-A-Leak Week

March 13

>Coon creek meeting

March 14 @ 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

*By author Griffin

March 14 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm

*Homeowner Septic Class
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Fishing and learning at the 2015 Kids Fishing Clinic

 May 2nd, 2015  acknowtheflow

The Kids Fishing Clinic (May 2, 2015) brought “schools” of kids down to the Coon Rapids Dam Park to
experience the joy and wonders of fishing. Kids learned to tie knots and cast from the shore. But to be a good
fisher you have to know your fish and protect the waters that are their home.

MinnAqua is a statewide education program designed to teach angling recreation and stewardship as well as
the ecology and conservation of aquatic habitats. MinnAqua shows How to Introduce a Kid to Fishing.

Fishing in the Neighborhood (FiN) is a Minnesota Department of Natural Resources urban fishing program.
FiN provides great shore fishing opportunities for the 2.8 million Twin Cities metro residents. Fishing the
Neighborhood ponds are intended for beginner anglers to introduce them to the sport of fishing, but can be
used by anyone wanting to wet a line.

FiN works with Anoka County Parks Department and other local partners to provide family-friendly settings
situated in residential areas. This allows people to enjoy a day at the park and good fishing too. In
cooperation with local partners, FiN stocks fish, assesses fish populations, installs fishing piers and shore
fishing structures, restores shoreline habitat and sponsors aquatic education to create quality fishing
opportunities.
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IF YOU MISSED the Kids Fishing Clinic – or if you want another shot at catching your fish – you have other
opportunities:

Take-A-Kid Fishing Weekend (June 6-8, 2015). Minnesotans 16 or older who take a child 15 or
younger fishing don’t need a license that weekend, and opportunities for inexperienced, beginning
anglers abound. Catch some quality, family time and plan a special fishing day or weekend. See where
to go fishing in Anoka County (DNR public fishing map).
CAST (Community and Sheriffs Together) Kid’s Fishing Day and Tournament (Friday, July 31, 2015,
9:00 am – 1:30 pm). Children will be paired up with a Fishing Guide and taken out in a boat. Trophies
will be given for the largest Bass, Northern, Pan Fish, and more. All equipment bait, lunch,
entertainment and trophies are provided for free. This event is open to children ages 5 – 15 at the Lake
George Regional Park on. Please register for this event.
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Check the safety of your home/cabin well during Well Water Wise
week

 May 2nd, 2015  acknowtheflow

The Anoka County Community Health and Environmental Services (CHES) Department, in cooperation with
15 municipalities and county agencies, is sponsoring the 16th annual “Well Water Wise” (3W) promotion
May 4-8, 2015 to encourage residents to check the safety of their private well water. For information on
private well testing go to the Anoka County Environmental Services Well Water Testing webpage or call 763-
422-7063.

County residents may pick up a well water test kit at participating city and township offices (listed below) or
in the Environmental Services Unit, Suite 600 of the Anoka County Government Center, 2100 3rd Avenue in
Anoka. Water samples can be submitted to the county’s Environmental Services Unit for analysis every
Monday from 8 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. and Tuesday from 8 a.m. to noon. During 3W week, samples can be
submitted Monday through Thursday (8 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.) and Friday (before noon). The well water testing
kit includes details about water collection and submission. A laboratory fee of $30.00 will be charged for
coliform bacteria and nitrate-nitrogen analysis.
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Unlike public water utilities, private well water is not treated with chlorine to prevent bacteria growth.
Simply looking at the appearance of drinking water is not a reliable indicator of whether it is safe to drink.
An annual coliform bacteria test is a good way to ensure that your drinking water continues to be free of
bacteria.

Nitrate-nitrogen occurs naturally in groundwater and wells at concentrations below one milligram per liter
(mg/L). Nitrogen can seep into private wells from a variety of sources including septic systems, nitrogen
fertilizers, animal feedlots, and landfills. The Minnesota Department of Health has established a Health Risk
Limit (HRL) for nitrate-nitrogen at 10 mg/L. Levels above that point may pose an immediate risk to infants
and pregnant women.

The testing of private wells used for drinking water is the responsibility of individual owners. There are an
estimated 25,000 private wells in service throughout Anoka County. Only a small percentage of them are
tested annually. For more information about well water testing, call the Environmental Services Unit at 763-
422-7063.

Well Water Wise Participating Communities and Agencies:

City of Andover, City Hall (1685 Crosstown Blvd. NW)
City of Bethel, City Hall (23820 Dewey Street)
City of Blaine, City Hall (10801 Town Square Drive)
City of Centerville, City Hall (1880 Main Street)
City of Columbus, City Hall (16319 Kettle River Blvd. NE)
City of East Bethel, City Hall (2241 221st Avenue NE)
City of Ham Lake, City Hall (15544 Central Avenue NE)
City of Lino Lakes, City Hall (600 Town Center Parkway)
Linwood Township, Township Hall (22817 Typo Creek Drive NE)
City of Nowthen, City Hall (8188 199th Ave. NW)
City of Oak Grove, City Hall (19900 Nightingale St. NW)
City of Ramsey, City Hall (7550 Sunwood Drive NW)
City of St. Francis, City Hall (23340 Cree St NW)
Anoka Conservation District (1318 McKay Drive NW, Suite 300, Ham Lake)
Anoka County Extension Service (550 Bunker Lake Blvd. NW, Andover)
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Protecting drinking water “everyone has a role to play”

 May 6th, 2015  acknowtheflow

(May, 6, 2015) Commissioner Ehlinger of the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) says that nitrate
pollution is a growing problem around MN, but we can take action to protect our drinking water. “Everyone
has a role to play.”

Nitrate nitrogen (nitrate) comes from many sources, including fertilizers, manure, septic systems, and natural
decomposition of organic matter. Concentrated sources can release excessive amounts of nitrate
contaminating a source of drinking water. Infants (less than six months old) who drink water or formula made
with high nitrate water can become critically ill and develop methemoglobinemia (also known as Blue Baby
Syndrome).

Nitrate in drinking water is a public health concern. Nitrate is also an environmental concern for aquatic
organisms, and it contributes to hypoxia or the “dead zone” in the Gulf of Mexico. Nitrate is an essential
plant nutrient critical for crop production and green grass that’s in fertilizers

The MDH and Anoka County Environmental Services are responsible for safeguarding the quality of
drinking water and enforcing the federal Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) in Anoka County. Preventing and
treating nitrate contamination in drinking water, the theme for this year’s Drinking Water Annual Report, is
an issue that affects many public water systems in Minnesota.

Private well owners are encouraged to test their water for coliform bacteria and nitrate nitrogen annually. For

more information go to the Well Water Testing  webpage or call 763-422-7063.
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Make a healthy splash: share the fun, not the germs

 May 18th, 2015  acknowtheflow

May 18–24, 2015, the week before Memorial Day, marks the eleventh annual Healthy and Safe Swimming
Week. Swimming is one of the most popular sports activities in the United States. Pools, waterparks, hot
tubs/spas, splash pads, and water playgrounds are great places to have fun, be active, or just relax. Have fun
while you swim but know how to stay healthy and safe while enjoying the water!

The best way to prevent recreational water illnesses is to keep germs out of the water in the first place.
Swimmers can protect themselves and others by following these six tips:

Don’t swallow pool or lake water.
Practice good hygiene. Shower with soap before swimming.
Wash your hands thoroughly after using the toilet or changing diapers.
Don’t swim when you have diarrhea.
Take children on bathroom breaks or change diapers often.
Change diapers in a bathroom, not at poolside or beachside.

“Chlorinated water is not a guarantee against being exposed to germs in the water,” said Trisha Robinson, a
Minnesota Department of Health epidemiologist specializing in waterborne diseases. “The best protective
measure is for everyone to do their part to keep the germs out.”

To report a suspected waterborne illness, call the Minnesota Department of Health’s Foodborne and
Waterborne Illness Hotline at 1-877-FOODILL (or 651-201-5655 from the Twin Cities).
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Watering restrictions + creating sustainable turf and water supply

 May 22nd, 2015  acknowtheflow

During the summer months water use increases for lawn sprinkling. Homeowner water use in July can be six
(6) times greater than January. Sudden increased water demand (especially during a dry summer) can exceed
a public water system’s capacity causing the water tower to go dry. Odd-even watering bans keep residents
from draining the water tower faster than the city can replace with water from its wells.

Natural water resources are like the capacity of a public water supply system. If ground water withdrawal
exceeds natural replenishment (rain and snow) – lake levels could drop and creeks and wetlands may go dry.
As communities grow in Anoka County so does the demand for water. The trick is to use water wisely so that
our combined water demand doesn’t affect local water supply. The best way to conserve our water resources
is not to waste it with unnecessary irrigation.

SMART IRRIGATION PRESENTATION The Anoka County Water Task Force is offering a Smart Irrigation
presentation at Bunker Hills Activity Center in Andover (July 16, 2015 at 6 p.m.) free for Anoka County
residents, property managers and grounds keepers. Attendees will hear from a turf-grass expert and irrigation
professionals how to efficiently use water and irrigation systems to maintain sustainable lawns and plants.
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Lawn Watering Tips (from Don Taylor, University of Minnesota Extension Service Horticulturist):
(1) Consider whether lawn irrigation is necessary in your situation; (2) Lawn irrigation would normally be
minimal in spring until June; (3) Add 1 to 1-1/2 inches of water per week (minus any rainfall) during the
summer months; (4) Keep the intervals between irrigations as long as possible; and (5) Water in early
morning hours for greatest efficiency.

Residents and businesses throughout Anoka County should take note of city watering restrictions:

Anoka (city): odd/even restrictions June 1st to Aug. 31 (for more information contact Pete
Klingenberg 763-576-2923 at Anoka Public Works)
Andover Water Department: odd/even restrictions May 1st to Aug. 31 and no watering between
12:00 noon and 6:00 pm (for more information call 763-767-5180)
Blaine:– no restrictions until notice in Blaine/Spring Lake Park Life. Three (3) tiers of watering may
be established (contact Public Works Department at 763-785-6165)
Centerville: odd/even restrictions May 1st to Sept. 1st (for more information contact Public Works
at 651-429-4750)
Circle Pines: Two tiers of water conservation (for more information contact Public Works 763-231-
2614)
Coon Rapids: odd/even restrictions June 1st to Aug. 31. Additional restrictions may be established
during a severe drought (contact Public Works 763-767-6462)
Fridley: no restrictions until notice (for more information contact Public Works at 763-572-3566)
Lexington: odd/even restrictions May through September (for City and private
wells). Additional watering restrictions may be established during a severe drought (contact City Hall
at 763-784-6849)
Lino Lakes: odd/even restrictions May 15th to Sept. 15th and no watering between 10:00 am and
6:00 pm (contact the Utilities Department at 651-982-2440)
Ramsey: odd/even restrictions between Memorial Day and Labor Day and no watering between
10:00 am and 8:00 pm (contact Public Works at 763-433-9861)
Saint Francis: odd/even restrictions May 1st through Sept. 30th plus no sprinkling between 10:00
am and 7:00 pm (contact Public Works at 763-235-2305)
Spring Lake Park: odd/even restrictions throughout the year (for more information contact Terry
Randall at 763-784-6491)

Contact your water utility for more information about water conservation, leak detection and water fixtures
that conserve water.
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Springbrook nature camps

 May 26th, 2015  acknowtheflow

The Springbrook Nature Center offers Nature Camps to educate and build understanding of our natural
world.  For details see the Nature Camp program. To register or for more information call the Springbrook
Nature Center at 763-572-3588.

Summer camps include programs for

5-6 year old campers
7-9 year old campers
10-12 year old campers and
Gramp campers (5-12 year old with an adult)
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Municipal water quality reports are available

 May 31st, 2015  acknowtheflow

Annual Water Report. Drinking water is safe at Anoka County’s community water supply systems,
according to the Minnesota Department of Health’s (MDH) Drinking Water Annual Report. Each year, cities
publish reports on the results of water quality tests of their water system. The 2014 water quality reports
summarize testing results for Jan 1 to December 31. The reports describe where the drinking water comes
from and what is in it. Groundwater, from wells, is the source of drinking water for Anoka County public
water suppliers (except Columbia Heights and Hilltop).

Municipal Wellhead Protection.  Community water suppliers are implementing wellhead protection
programs to manage potential sources of soils and groundwater pollution near their wells.  Residents and
businesses within a Drinking Water Supply Management Area (DWSMA) – near municipal wells – are in a
unique position to protect the source of the community’s drinking water – the groundwater below. To see if
you are in a DWSMA go to the Anoka County Wellhead Protection map application.

Sealing Unused (Abandoned) Wells. Municipal wells are typically deep wells that use the natural protection
of geologic layers to prevent pollution from reaching the well. If old unused wells are near the municipal
wells – pollution may pass through the natural protective layers down a corroded well – contaminating the
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drinking water for the community. To learn more contact your municipal water utility department and view
the Sealing Your Unused Well video (MDH, YouTube; 4:36) The cities of Blaine, Circle Pines, Lexington
and Lino Lakes have a Well Sealing Cost-Share Grant Program for property owners with wells near these city
wells. Future well sealing grant programs will be announced on the KnowTheFlow.us website or contact your
city utility to be placed on their list to be notified of future grants.

Do you have a home well? Anoka County Environmental Services recommends that you test the safety of
your drinking water annually. Go to the Well Water Testing webpage for more information.

Customers that want a copy of their water system’s annual report (normally published before July) may check
the utility website or request a copy from their water supplier:

Andover – Utilities 763-767-5180 (report)
Anoka – Public Works 763-576-2923 (report)
Blaine – Utilities 763-785-6165 (report)
Centerville – Public Works 651-429-4750 (report)
Circle Pines – 763-784-5898 (report)
Columbia Heights – Public Works 763-706-3700 (report)
Coon Rapids – Utilities 763-767-6576 (report)
Fridley – Water Division 763-572-3566 (report)
East Bethel – Public Works 763-367-7875
Lexington – Public Works 763-784-6849 (report)
Lino Lakes – Public Service/Utilities 651-982-2440 (report)
Oak Grove (The Ponds & West Lake George) – City Hall 763-404-7006
Ramsey – Water Utilities 763-433-9861 (report)
Saint Francis – City Hall 763-753-2630 (report)
Spring Lake Park – Water Utilities 763-784-6491 (report)
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Hot weather brings algal blooms to lakes and ponds

 June 8th, 2015  acknowtheflow

When the summer sun shines and temperatures climb, conditions are ripe for Minnesota lakes to produce
harmful algal blooms (HAB). Most algae are harmless, but under the right conditions, certain types of algae
can pose health risks. People and animals may become sick if they come into contact with or ingest affected
water. In extreme cases, dogs and other animals have died after exposure to lake water containing toxic blue-
green algae [Dog dies from blue-green algae poisoning in Minnesota lake, Fox9.com] .

“High rainfall results in nutrient-rich runoff entering our lakes, which fuels algae growth. As sunlight
increases and temperatures warm, we can anticipate blooms of blue-green algae on many of our lakes,” said
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) lakes expert Steve Heiskary.

There are many types of blue-green algae found everywhere, but thrive particularly in warm, shallow,
nutrient-rich lakes and ponds. Often blown toward downwind shorelines, it is under these conditions that
humans and animals come in contact with blue-green algae and where the risk of algal toxins is greatest.

Not all blue-green algae are toxic, and there is no visual way to predict whether a blue-green algal bloom
contains toxins harmful to humans or animals. But harmful blooms are sometimes said to look like pea soup,
green paint, or floating mats of scum, and they often have a bad odor. “You don’t have to be an expert to
recognize an algae bloom that might be harmful,” Heiskary said. “If it looks bad and smells bad, don’t take a
chance. Stay out, and keep children and pets away from the water until the bloom subsides.”
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For more information about harmful algae blooms see the MPCA Blue Green Algae fact sheet or call the
MPCA at 651-296-6300.

If experiencing health effects, contact a medical professional. In addition, people are encouraged to report
human health effects to the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) Foodborne Illness Hotline (monitors all
disease outbreaks) at 1-877-366-3455. For health questions, citizens can contact MDH’s Acute Disease
Investigation and Control group at 651-201-5414 or visit the MDH’s Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB) web page.
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Upcoming Events

*North suburban home show

March 12 @ 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

*Fix-A-Leak Week

March 13

>Coon creek meeting

March 14 @ 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

*By author Griffin

March 14 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm

*Homeowner Septic Class

March 14 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

View All Events
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Well Sealing Cost-share Grants Available

 June 11th, 2015  acknowtheflow

It comes as a surprise to many Anoka County residents and businesses that they have an old unused well on
their property. Many homes and businesses were (and are) constructed before municipal water was available.
So, a well is constructed to serve the building. As city water reaches the property, the well is replaced by a
connection to the water utility. The house well was buried and forgotten – but not sealed according the state
standards.

Attention: Property owners in Blaine, Circle Pines, Lexington and Lino Lakes (including Centerville)
are eligible for a cost-share grant to seal their unused well. This grant is available for a limited time. Contact
the city Wellhead Protection Manager to obtain a well sealing cost-share grant application:

Blaine: 763-785-6188 (Jim Hafner) jhafner@ci.blaine.mn.us
Circle Pines: 763-231-2611 (Chandra Peterson) cpeterson@ci.circle-pines.mn.us
Lexington: 763-354-2805 (Tina Northcutt) tnlexington@comcast.net
Lino Lakes (and Centerville): 651-982-2435 (Marty Asleson) asleson@ci.lino-lakes.mn.us

The problem: pollution can enter a corroded/damaged well and rapidly flow down into aquifers used by
other nearby wells (possibly a city well) that are believed to be safe because they are deep.
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The solution: have old wells sealed when they are no longer needed and no longer in use. State law requires
that all unused wells be sealed by a licensed well contractor. ALSO, state law requires that all wells on a
property be disclosed to the buyer and the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) at the time of sale (MN
Stat. 103I.235). View Sealing Your Unused Well (YouTube; 4:17)

You have help: the protection of groundwater and drinking water wells is in everyones interest.

Many cities are considering a cost-share grant (up to 50%) program to help seal unused wells and
protect the safety of the city’s drinking water. Contact the utilities department (city hall) to learn about
current and future programs to assist you in locating and sealing your unused well.
Anoka County Community Development is offering low-interest loans to qualified applicants to seal
wells. For information go to the Ag. Best Management Practices webpage or contact Barb McKusick at
763-323-5722.
Check out the list of well contractors that seal wells in your area. You should contact two or more
contractors to obtain bids for competitive costs.
For information on well sealing contact Bart Biernat at Anoka County Environmental Services (763-
422-6985, Bart.Biernat@co.anoka.mn.us).
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Waterspot on Anoka Sandplain Partnership

 June 11th, 2015  acknowtheflow

Great River Greening inspires, engages, and leads local
communities in conserving and caring for the land and
water that enrich our lives.

The Anoka Sandplain Partnership is a coalition of conservation stakeholders, led by Great River Greening,
with a mission to bring together their collective expertise, resources and connections to advance terrestrial
and freshwater resource conservation in this ecological region.

The Anoka Sandplain serves as a critical filter of groundwater in Anoka County (and east-central Minnesota).
It also permits valuable groundwater recharge to supply water wells and communities that depend on clean,
abundant drinking water. A critical need for the Anoka Sandplain Partnership is the management of water
resources that:

Protects the natural fresh water stored in aquifers, and
Maintains wetlands that naturally cleans water and reduces flood impacts.

Restoring land water and wonder (YouTube video: 3:15)

To learn more go to the Anoka Sandplain Partnership webpage, join the GRG emailing list  or call 651-665-

9500.
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How’s the water? Overmedicated

 June 12th, 2015  acknowtheflow

In the last decade, national and statewide studies have revealed that many chemicals with known or suggested
endocrine-disrupting potential to adversely affect developmental, reproductive, neurological, and
immune systems in wildlife. These chemicals include pharmaceuticals, personal care products, chemicals
associated with wastewater effluent, and a variety of industrial compounds. Apart from the disquieting
realization that wastewater chemicals and drugs are detectable in much of our surface water, there is a
growing concern that even at low concentrations, chemicals, or mixtures of them, may adversely affect fish,
wildlife, ecosystems and possibly human health.

A new study released by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency confirms that lakes and streams across
Minnesota are contaminated by pharmaceuticals, cosmetic ingredients, and endocrine-disrupting compounds.
This is the latest study in a series investigating the presence of these chemicals in Minnesota’s surface water:

 Pharmaceuticals, Personal Care Products and Endocrine Active Chemical Monitoring
in Lakes and Rivers — 2013 (tdr-g1-18) 
Dozens of common drugs turning up in our lake water (CBS Minnesota video).
EPA Study Find Increased Drug Levels in Drinking Water (YouTube; 1:07 video)

Don’t flush unwanted drugs and cosmetic down the drain. Better alternatives include taking the drugs to
medication collection sites listed in the Anoka County Sheriff Presctiption Drug Takeback Program brochure.
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Anoka Conservation District clean water projects

 June 15th, 2015  acknowtheflow

The Anoka Conservation District is involved in a number of projects using Clean Water Land and Legacy
Funds to protect and manage Anoka County’s land and water resources. Protecting Minnesota’s waters is a
joint effort between state and local agencies, who collaborate and partner on water resource management
activities under the Clean Water Fund.

Thirty-three percent of the sales tax revenue from the Legacy amendment is allocated to the Clean Water
Fund. Those funds may only be spent to protect, enhance, and restore water quality in lakes, rivers, and
streams and to protect groundwater from degradation.

The Clean Water Roadmap is a set of goals for protecting and restoring Minnesota’s water resources during
the 25-year life of the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment.

Anoka Conservation Dist. Active Projects:

Anoka Sand Plain Restoration and Enhancement
Coon Lake Retrofits
Golden Lake Iron Enhanced Sand Filter (IESF)
Metro Landscape Restoration Program
Oak Glen Creek Stormwater Pond Expansion & Iron Enhanced Sand Filter Retrofit
Rum River WRAPP
Typo and Martin Lake Rough Fish Barriers

Finished Legacy Fund Projects:

Oak Glen Creek Stabilization
BWSR Clean Water Fund Story

For more information contact the Anoka Conservation District at 763-434-2030.

 Posted in Announcements, Good to Know, Pollution Prevention

http://www.knowtheflow.us/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/about/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/directory-of-water-related-agencies-in-anoka-county/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/learn-more-2/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/tools-for-businesses/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/wellhead-protection/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/feed/
https://twitter.com/KnowTheFlowUS
http://www.knowtheflow.us/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/wellhead-protection/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/announcements/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/workshopsclasses/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/grants-and-applications/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/goodtoknow/
http://www.anokaswcd.org/
http://www.legacy.leg.mn/funds/clean-water-fund
http://www.legacy.leg.mn/projects/anoka-sand-plain-restoration-and-enhancement
http://www.anokaswcd.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=304:coon-lake-retrofits&catid=82:projects&Itemid=857
http://www.anokaswcd.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=298&Itemid=848
http://www.metrocd.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=65&Itemid=95
http://www.metrocd.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=65&Itemid=95
http://www.anokaswcd.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=300:oak-glen-creek-stornwater-pond-iesf-retrofit&catid=82:projects&Itemid=855
http://www.anokaswcd.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=272:rum-river-wrapp-project&catid=82:projects&Itemid=769
http://www.anokaswcd.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=134&Itemid=746
http://www.anokaswcd.org/images/AnokaSWCD/Projects/Streambank%20Restoration_Stabilization/OakGlenCreek_Stabilization.pdf
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/announcements/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/goodtoknow/
http://www.knowtheflow.us/category/pollution-prevention/


Home
About KTF
Contacts
Tools for Residents
Water Management Tools
Take Action

 
Search  

Protect Our Wells
Mark Your Calendar
Take A Class
Apply for a Grant
Increase Your Awareness

July is Smart Irrigation Month

 June 22nd, 2015  acknowtheflow  Edit

Homeowners typically overwater lawns and landscapes by up to 30 percent. By selecting and planting
carefully, watering wisely, and maintaining automated irrigation systems with rain and soil moisture sensors,
consumers can save money, save water and see better results.

Never allow lawns (surface soil) to remain water saturated (waterlogged), even for short periods of time.
Healthy grass roots need soil with pore spaces that are equal parts of air and water. The air in the soil is
required for nutrient and moisture absorption. Too much water forces air out the the pore spaces creating a
waterlogged condition. This causes root dieback and a shallower, weaker, root system that is more vulnerable
to plant diseases.

July is usually when water use peaks for lawns, gardens and landscapes. The purpose of Smart Irrigation
Month is to increases public awareness about simple practices and innovative technologies that homeowners,
businesses and property managers can use to:

Save money on utility bills.
Minimize increasing water system infrastructure costs (paid by taxes and fees).
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Prevent unsustainable water use.
Protect the supply of local water resources for generations to come.

For more information regarding proper lawn watering practices, check out the Lawn Watering section of the
University of Minnesota Extension Service Garden webpage.
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*Tornado stories

May 4 @ 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm

*Upper rum meeting

May 5 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

*E-Publishing
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*Feathered friends

May 7 @ 10:00 am - 11:15 am

*Muddy May

May 7 @ 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm
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Recycling award winners for 2014

 June 24th, 2015  acknowtheflow

Anoka County Recycling & Resource Solutions (formerly Integrated Waste Management) recently held its
26th annual Recycling Recognition Awards ceremony (news release).

180,821 tons in 2014. Municipalities, haulers, and service providers assisted Anoka County residents,
institutions and businesses to recycle 180,821 tons of materials in 2014, resulting in the recycling of 42% of
all waste generated in the county. The amount of materials recycled in 2014 was 10,421 tons more than in
2013. Together through this partnership information was made available to residents about recycling
opportunities available.

Most Improved Drop-off Program. Recycling in Bethel, Circle Pines, Columbia Heights, East Bethel,
Fridley, Hilltop and Lexington increased the amount of recycles collected by 30% over the previous year.

Master Recycler Composters. Last fall, 24 volunteers were the first to take a course on all aspects of
recycling and waste management becoming Master Recycler Composters. These volunteers are leading
others in their communities to reduce, reuse, recycle and compost to build and expand on the success that was
celebrated during the award ceremony.
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Environmental and Economic Benefits. Recycling provides a range of environmental and economic
benefits to a community. Manufacturing with recycled materials saves energy and water while producing less
air and water pollution. It takes 95% less energy to recycle aluminum than to mine and refine from raw
materials. The saving for other materials include: steel (60%), plastics (70%), newspapers (40%), and glass
(40%).

For more information contact Renee Sande, Solid Waste Abatement Specialist, 763-323-5735
(renee.sande@co.anoka.mn.us).

 Posted in Announcements, City of Bethel, City of Circle Pines, City of Columbia Heights, City of East
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« Anoka Conservation District clean water projects
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July is Smart Irrigation Month

 June 26th, 2015  acknowtheflow

Water used to maintain golf courses, parks, commercial properties, and residential yards is becoming a
critical issue nationwide – even in the land of 10,000 lakes.  By and large, operators of in-ground irrigation
systems tend to overwater their lawns, which can be costly, wasteful, and unsustainable for local water
resources.

By selecting and planting carefully, watering wisely, and maintaining automated irrigation systems with rain
or soil moisture sensors, consumers can save money, save water and see better results. Learn more at the
Smart Irrigation Forum (6 pm, July 16th at the Bunker Hills Activity Center).

On average, Anoka County and the metropolitan area sees just over 30 inches of precipitation annually.
While the amount of precipitation may be enough for a healthy lawn – the timing of rain sometimes isn’t idea
for adequate growth. So, property owners may need to water their grass during dry periods, especially during
the summer.

July is usually when water use peaks for lawns, gardens and landscapes. The purpose of Smart Irrigation
Month is to increases public awareness about simple practices and innovative technologies that homeowners,
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businesses and property managers can use to:

Save money on utility bills.
Minimize increasing water system infrastructure costs (paid by taxes and fees).
Prevent unsustainable water use.
Protect the supply of local water resources for generations to come.

For more information regarding proper lawn watering practices, check out the Lawn Watering section of the
University of Minnesota Extension Service Lawns webpage.
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You can damage your lawn with too much water, too often

 June 26th, 2015  acknowtheflow  Edit

Never allow the surface soil to remain water saturated (waterlogged), even for short periods of time. Healthy
grass root systems need soils with pore spaces (i.e. the space between sand grains and soil particles) that are
equal parts of air and water. The air in the soil is required for nutrient and moisture absorption. Too much
water forces air out the the pore spaces creating a waterlogged condition. This causes root dieback and a
shallower, weaker, root system that is more vulnerable to plant diseases.

July is historically the peak water demand month because of increased lawn and crop irrigation.  Smart
irrigation practices and systems makes every drop of water count by minimizing the waste from over-
watering and evaporation.

For more information about how to efficiently irrigate your lawn contact your water utility or view the U of
M Extension Quick Guide Proper Lawn Watering Practices.

For more information regarding proper lawn watering practices, check out the Lawn Watering section of the
University of Minnesota Extension’s Garden Page: http://www1.extension.umn.edu/garden/yard-
garden/lawns/#watering. Or send a message to Sam Bauer, Extension Educator- Urban Turfgrass
(sjbauer@umn.edu, 763-767-3836).
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Waterspot on Circle Pines Drinking Water Protection and Well
Sealing

 June 29th, 2015  acknowtheflow

Circle Pines has been busy protecting its drinking water from pollution. The City is providing cost-share
grants to residents and landowners within the Circle Pines Drinking Water Supply Management Area
(DWSMA) to seal old unused wells  (near City wells) preventing pollution from contaminating the City’s
drinking water supply. Minnesota law requires the owner of an unused well to have it sealed by a licensed
contractor, or obtain an annual permit (Minnesota Statute 103I.301). Circle Pines is making it easier and less
costly to seal wells. View the video “Sealing Your Unused Well” (YouTube, 4:36).

Cost-Share Grants Awarded. Circle Pines has awarded cost-share grants to 34 residents that have sealed
wells at properties on Center Road (5 wells), Circle Drive (6), Crossway Drive (1), East Road (6), Inner
Drive (1), North Drive (1), Park Drive (5), and Pine Drive (9). Residents recieved half the cost of sealing
their abandoned well (up to $500 grant). By sealing old unused wells, residents are protecting groundwater
and the community’s drinking water supply.

Cost-share grants available for a limited time. The cities of Blaine, Circle Pines, Lexington and Lino
Lakes have established a Well Sealing Cost Share Grant program for residents to have old wells sealed inside
their DWSMAs. The grant is available to residents in 2015. Contact your city Wellhead Protection Manager
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to obtain a well sealing cost-share grant application:

Blaine: 763-785-6188 (Jim Hafner) jhafner@ci.blaine.mn.us
Circle Pines: 763-231-2611 (Chandra Peterson) cpeterson@ci.circle-pines.mn.us
Lexington: 763-354-2805 (Tina Northcutt) tnlexington@comcast.net
Lino Lakes: 651-982-2435 (Marty Asleson) marty.asleson@ci.lino-lakes.mn.us

See the Directory of Area Water Well Contractors to obtain bids to seal abandoned wells. For more
information on well sealing go to the MDH Well Sealing webpage.

Disclosing wells during a sale or property transfer. When a home, farm, or other property is sold or
transferred Minnesota Statutes, section 103I.235 requires the seller to disclose the number and the status of
all wells on the property and provide a sketch map showing the location of each well. Often unused wells are
sealed at that time. However a cost-share grant may not be available.

Is your property in a Drinking Water Supply Management Area? Go to the DWSMA Map to see if your
property is close enough to a municipal drinking water supply well to be included in the City’s Drinking
Water Supply Management Area.
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Anoka County students participate in 2015 Metro Envirothon

 July 5th, 2015  acknowtheflow

Teams of local students from Andover and Columbia Heights High Schools recently participated in the Metro
Envirothon at the U of MN Landscape Arboretum in Chaska. The Environthon tests junior high and high
school students on their knowledge of Minnesota’s natural resources in an outdoor environment. The Oral
Presentation calls upon students to demonstrate critical thinking, problem solving and decision-making skills
in the protection and management of natural resources. This year’s project was urban forestry, where students
presented what steps a city can take (within budget restraints) to earn the title of “Tree City USA.”

The Envirothon is sponsored by Soil and Water Conservation Districts in partnership with conservation
organizations, educators, and natural resource agencies. Contact the Anoka Conservation District at 763-434-
2030 or see the news release for more information.
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Keeping aquatic invasive species out of Anoka County waters

 July 11th, 2015  acknowtheflow

Minnesota and Anoka County waters are threatened by aquatic invasive species (AIS). Invasive species are
not native to Minnesota and cause economic or environmental harm or harm to human health. Invasive
species reaching Anoka County waterways threaten lake and river communities.

It is illegal to transport any aquatic plants, zebra mussels, New Zealand mudsnails or other prohibited
invasive species, or to launch a boat or trailer with these species attached.

Anoka County Parks and Recreation Department’s AIS Coordinator and a crew of seven watercraft inspectors
will work the waterways seven days a week through Labor Day. View the video (YouTube, Anoka County;
2:00) of watercraft inspectors and boaters working together to keep invasive species out of Anoka County
lakes and rivers.
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Smart irrigation presentation & forum

 July 13th, 2015  acknowtheflow

The Anoka County Water Task Force is sponsoring a free presentation and forum on smart irrigation
(announcement) for residents, property managers and grounds keepers in conjunction with the Irrigation
Association’s Smart Irrigation Month (July).

Learn how you can make smart irrigation and turf management work from the Extension Educator for
Horticulture Sam Bauer (U of M Lawns and Turfgrass Management Program) and local landscape and
irrigation professionals that will answer your questions and discuss options to maintain your lawn while
preserving our local water resources.

Using water wisely:
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Saves money on utility bills.
Nurtures green spaces that deliver environmental benefits.
Reduces drawdown of local groundwater and surface water resources.
Maintains sustained local water resources for generations to come.
Minimizes water infrastructure investment costs paid through taxes and fees.

By adopting efficient irrigation practices, water users will:

Minimize overwatering while keeping your lawn and garden beautiful and healthy.
Adjust watering to account for rain and other conditions.
Put every drop of water to work by minimizing evaporation and waste.
Understand your grass and plants to maintain a successful yard.

For more information contact Anoka County Environmental Services at 763-422-7063.
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« All Events

*Smart irrigation presentation

July 16 @ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

The Anoka County Water Task Force is sponsoring a free presentation and forum on smart irrigation for
residents and property managers in conjunction with the Irrigation Association’s Smart Irrigation
Month (July). Please register to reserve your seat (763-422-7063).

Learn how you can make smart irrigation and turf management work from horticulturalist Sam Bauer (U of
M Lawns and Turfgrass Management Program) and local landscape and irrigation professionals that will
answer your questions and discuss options to maintain your lawn while preserving our local water resources.

« *Puppets in the Park *Lino movies in the park »
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Details
Date:

July 16
Time:

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Event Category:

Community Event

Organizer
Anoka County Water
Task Force

Phone:
763-422-7063

Venue
Bunker Hills
Activity Center
550 Bunker Lake
Blvd NW, Andover,
MN 55304 United
States
+ Google Map

+ GOOGLE CALENDAR

+ ICAL EXPORT

Using water wisely:

Saves money on utility bills.
Nurtures green spaces that deliver environmental benefits.
Reduces drawdown of local groundwater and surface water resources.
Maintains sustained local water resources for generations to come.
Minimizes water infrastructure investment costs paid through taxes and fees.

By adopting efficient irrigation practices, water users will:

Minimize overwatering while keeping your lawn and garden beautiful and healthy.
Adjust watering to account for rain and other conditions.
Put every drop of water to work by minimizing evaporation and waste.
Understand your grass and plants to maintain a successful yard.

For more information contact Anoka County Environmental Services at 763-422-7063.

http://www.knowtheflow.us/events/category/event/community/
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Edit this entry.

Upcoming Events

>Master naturalist conf.

May 15 - May 17

BOW Turkey Hunt

May 15 @ 8:00 am - May 17 @ 5:00 pm

*Bird day event

May 16

*Blaine world fest

May 16 @ 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

>Anoka conserv. dist. meeting

May 18 @ 5:00 am - 7:00 pm

« *Puppets in the Park *Lino movies in the park »
Map data ©2015 GoogleReport a map error
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Smart irrigation strategies to protect water supply

 July 20th, 2015  acknowtheflow

Participants at the Anoka County Smart Irrigation Presentation and Forum learned some tricks to keep their
property looking great while reducing water use to preserve local natural resources. The depletion of
groundwater and lowering of lake levels is a possibility when water use exceeds natural water resources
supply. Mick Jost presented the Minnesota Technical Assistance Program (MnTAP) Water Conservation
Project aimed at industrial water users in the north and east twin cities metro area. Kory Jorgensen (City of
Coon Rapids) and Kay Qualley (City of Fridley) discussed the importance to their communities of keeping
water use from exceeding local supplies.

Extension Educator for Horticulture Sam Bauer (U of M Lawns and Turfgrass Management Program) and
local landscape and irrigation professionals Jeff Latterell (Mickman Brothers) and Jake Mathre (Conserva
Irrigation) discussed options to maintain lawn while preserving our local water resources.   Irrigation
professionals encourage residents, grounds keepers, businesses, and property managers to upgrade from timer
irrigation systems to Smart Irrigation technology that uses rain or soil moisture sensors to determine if
watering grass/turf is needed. Bauer presented seven (7) simple strategies to reduce water use:

Auditing irrigation system
Install rain sensors on automated irrigation system
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Water grass deeply but infrequently
Consider using drought tolerant species and varieties
Raise mowing heights
Reduce mowing frequency
Soil aeration

Water Conservation (YouTube video, Anoka Conservation District; 1:57)

When in drought (or not) summer is the time to save. (YouTube video, WaterSense; 1:00)

Water use increases in the summer as outdoor watering heats up along with the temperature. This can be a
bigger problem in communities that are suffering from drought. But there are things we can all do to use
water more efficiently during the summer months. This includes moving to water-smart landscapes that need
less supplemental watering, letting lawns take a rest from sprinklers, replacing older products with more
water-efficient models that carry the WaterSense label, and being creative about reusing water. Most
importantly, we can all cooperate within our community as we work to ensure that water demand and local
water supply is balanced.

 Posted in Announcements, Good to Know, Videos, Water Conservation & Sustainability
« Keeping aquatic invasive species out of Anoka County waters
Waterspot on 2011 Community Water Project – Coon Rapids Rotary »
Both comments and pings are currently closed.

Comments are closed.

Upcoming Events

*North suburban home show

March 12 @ 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

*Fix-A-Leak Week

March 13

>Coon creek meeting

March 14 @ 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

*By author Griffin

March 14 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
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Waterspot on 2011 Community Water Project – Coon Rapids Rotary

 July 28th, 2015  acknowtheflow

The Rotary Club of Coon Rapids initiated a public service in their 2011 Community Water Project to foster
both water conservation and the prevention of water pollution within the Coon Rapids community. The 2011
Community Water Project brochure SAVE WATER – SAVE MONEY With Easy Ways to Reduce Water Usage
at Home is an adaptation of the original brochure. The seeds that local organizations such as the Coon Rapids
Rotary have planted are taking root and growing.

Rotary International is a service organization whose purpose is to bring together business and professional
leaders in order to provide humanitarian services, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations, and help
build goodwill and peace in the world. There are over 34,000 clubs worldwide.

The Coon Rapids Rotary normal meets at 12:15 pm every Monday for lunch at the Bunker Hills Golf Club
Restaurant to organize and work on service goals.

What makes Rotary different is its distinct point of view:

We see differently: Our multidisciplinary perspective helps us see challenges in unique ways.
We think differently: We apply leadership and expertise to social issues—and find unique solutions.
We act responsibly: Our passion and perseverance create lasting change.
We make a difference at home and around the world: Our members can be found in your community
and across the globe.

What does Rotary support?

The Coon Rapids Rotary identifies specific causes to target to maximize their local and global impact. At the
same time, we understand that each community has its own unique needs and concerns. Through the
club network of resources and partners, Rotary Clubs focus their service efforts in promoting peace, fighting
disease, providing clean water, saving mothers and children, supporting education, and growing local
economies.
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Household hazardous waste collection events

 August 4th, 2015  acknowtheflow

When certain household chemicals are not used up, they can become household hazardous waste. Many
household products contain the same chemicals as manufacturing and industrial products that can pollute
soils and groundwater if not properly disposed. Anoka County communities have joined forces to maintain
the quality of our natural water resources by offering residents solutions to properly dispose of household
hazardous wastes and recycle other wastes.

Anoka County Recycling and Resource Solutions will hold three (3) Household Hazardous Waste Collection
Events from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the Anoka County Fairgrounds on:

Saturday, August 8
Saturday, September 12 and
Saturday, October 10 CANCELLED
Tuesday, October 6

For more information go to the RRS Household Hazardous Waste Collection webpage or call 763-323-5730.

Anoka County has a permanent solution: Drop off your household hazardous waste at the Anoka County
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility. HHW offers residents a place to properly dispose of household
wastes that cannot be managed at home or other collection sites. The permanent year-round facility is located
at 3230 – 101st Ave. N.E. in Blaine. From April through October, the HHW facility is open Monday, Friday
and Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and Wednesday 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. The HHW facility is closed Labor
Day, September 7th.
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Labeling is the easiest way to identify hazardous
products. Look for the words caution, warning,
danger, or poison on a products label. These
“signal words” indicate a degree or hazard level
and are required by law to be on the labels of
hazardous products.

 Posted in Announcements, Good to Know, Pollution Prevention
« Waterspot on 2011 Community Water Project – Coon Rapids Rotary
Andover’s drinking water protection plan moves forward »
Both comments and pings are currently closed.

Comments are closed.

Upcoming Events

*North suburban home show

March 12 @ 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

*Fix-A-Leak Week

March 13

>Coon creek meeting

March 14 @ 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm
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Andover’s drinking water protection plan moves forward

 August 6th, 2015  acknowtheflow  Edit

The City of Andover is in the process of amending its wellhead protection plan to protect the safety of
drinking water that is supplied to residents. An information meeting was held at Andover City Hall Council
Chambers where David Berkowitz (Andover Director of Public Works and City Engineer) was available to
answer questions and discuss the process of amending the Andover Wellhead Protection Plan.

With the addition of a municipal well – the City’s Drinking Water Supply Management Area (DWSMA) has
expanded to include additional land area in which pollution could affect the groundwater that is drawn into
City wells. The amended wellhead protection plan identifies and addresses pollution sources within the
DWSMA. With the completion of Part 1 of the Plan, the City will collect comments and recommendations
from residents as it sets protection goals to complete Part 2 of the Plan.

“Fortunately for Andover the vulnerability of aquifers used by municipal wells is either low or
moderate” reported David Berkowitz. The recently released Andover Water Quality Report for 2014 stated
that no contaminants were detected in the distribution system at levels that violated federal drinking water
standards.

Part 1 includes information pertaining to:

1. The delineation of the wellhead protection area(s),
2. The Drinking Water Supply Management Area boundaries, and
3. An assessment of the vulnerability of the wells and DWSMAs.

A copy of the amended Part 1 plan is available at Andover City Hall. For more information contact David
Berkowitz at  763-767-5133.
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David Berkowitz (Andover City Engineer) presents the revised Drinking Water Supply
Management Area

 

 Posted in Announcements, City of Andover, Wellhead Protection
« Household hazardous waste collection events
Both comments and pings are currently closed. Edit this entry.
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Upcoming Events

*Intro to fishing

August 6 @ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
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Fall Recycling/Cleanup Events in September

 September 1st, 2015  acknowtheflow

By choosing to recycle, we reduce consumption of fossil fuel, create jobs in Anoka County and Minnesota,
conserve natural resources and create environmental benefits. For information about recycling opportunities
in your community, check out the Anoka County Residential Recycling Opportunities webpage.

Since it takes less energy to manufacture products from recycled materials than it does to manufacture
the  same product from virgin (new) materials, recycling decreases demand for fossil fuels and
increases our energy independence.

Recycling contributes to our economy — approximately 20,000 jobs in Minnesota are supported by the
industry. These jobs pay an estimated $760 million in wages and add nearly $3 billion to Minnesota’s
economy.

Recycling, and buying recycled products, helps keep Minnesota’s lakes and rivers clean.
Manufacturing products from recycled materials generates less water pollution than manufacturing
from virgin (new) materials.

Your individual recycling efforts do make a difference! Prepare for the winter months by cleaning out the
garage and basement.  To help you, there are community recycling days held in September:

Andover (Saturday, September 12, 2015, 9am-1pm) 763-755-5100
Anoka (Saturday, September 26, 2015, 8am-Noon) 763-576-2700
Blaine (September 19, 2015, 10am-2pm) 763-784-6700
Circle Pines (Saturday, September 19, 2015, 10am-2pm) 763-784-8598
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East Bethel (Saturday, September 26, 2015, 8am-Noon) 763-367-7840
Fridley (Saturday, October 3, 2015, 9am-1pm) 763-572-3594
Ham Lake (Saturday, September 12, 2015, 8am-Noon) 763-434-9555
Lino Lakes (Saturday, September 19, 2015, 10am-2pm) 651-982-2400

Lino Lakes Recycling Video (YouTube-LinoLakeRecycling; 0:45)
Linwood (Saturday, September 26, 2015, 8am-Noon) 651-462-2812
Nowthen (Saturday, September 19, 2015, 8am-Noon) 763-441-1347

 Posted in Announcements, City of Andover, City of Anoka, City of Blaine, City of Circle Pines, City of
East Bethel, City of Ham Lake, City of Lino Lakes, City of Nowthen, Linwood Township, Pollution
Prevention
« Protect Your Groundwater Day – Sept. 8, 2015
Septic Smart Week (Sept. 21-25, 2015) »
Both comments and pings are currently closed.

Comments are closed.

Upcoming Events

*North suburban home show

March 12 @ 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

*Fix-A-Leak Week

March 13

>Coon creek meeting

March 14 @ 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

*By author Griffin

March 14 @ 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm

*Homeowner Septic Class

March 14 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

View All Events
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Protect Your Groundwater Day – Sept. 8, 2015

 September 1st, 2015  acknowtheflow

On Protect Your Groundwater Day (September 8, 2015) the National Ground Water Association urges you to
take action to protect an important natural resource — groundwater.

When it comes to hazardous household substances:

For a healthy home – Hazardous substances must be stored and used properly.
Dispose of household hazardous waste safely at the Household Hazardous Waste Drop-off Facility.

When it comes to water conservation:

Modify your water use to conserve
Fix Toilet Leaks (YouTube video; 0:30)
Use WaterSense products and services (US EPA website)

Install a water efficient plumbing fixtures to save water, energy and money.

If you own  a water well

Test your water well annually (Anoka County Environmental Health).
Move possible contamination sources a safe distance from the wellhead.
Get your septic system cleaned and inspected every other year.
Properly seal abandoned wells (MN Dept of Health, YouTube; 4:36) because they can funnel polluted
water into groundwater, a neighbor’s well or a nearby municipal well.
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Septic Smart Week (Sept. 21-25, 2015)

 September 14th, 2015  acknowtheflow

During SepticSmart Week homeowners are reminded to regularly pump their septic tank(s) every 2 years (3
years minimum) and protect their drain field from digging and damage by heavy vehicles and machinery.

One in five Anoka County homes have a well and septic on their property.  Maintaining a septic system is
important because the sewage we put down the drain must be cleaned up before it gets into groundwater,
wells and the water that we drink. Plus, a properly constructed and maintained septic system reduces
pollution while recycling water back into our natural environment.

For most home and cabin wells, the nearest source of possible water pollution and dangerous bacteria is their
septic system. Septic systems that are not maintained in good working order not only hurt the environment
but risk your family’s health. Plus, you may be flushing thousands of dollars down the drain by damaging
your septic system!

For information on septic systems see the Pumping and Maintenance of Septic Systems (YouTube video,
4:20), register for a septic system class, or contact the Anoka County Extension Service office at 763-755-
1280. For information on testing the safety of your home well go to the Anoka County Environmental
Services Well Water Testing webpage or call 763-422-7063.

It isn’t difficult to maintain a septic system. Just like a wastewater treatment plant, homeowners have to keep
their system in good condition to keep it working right. All it takes is regular maintenance. For financial
assistance in repairing your septic system go to the Agricultural Best Management Practices Loan webpage
or call Anoka County Community Development at 763-323-5722.
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Hazardous waste workshop a success

 September 20th, 2015  acknowtheflow

In Anoka County, industrial and commercial businesses that produce any amount of hazardous waste are
regulated as hazardous waste “generators.” A generator must comply with pollution control requirements
based upon the amount of waste they produce. These requirements are part of the Minnesota Hazardous
Waste Rules and Anoka County Hazardous Waste Ordinance. They are designed to protect people and the
environment from the effects of improper management of hazardous wastes from commercial sources.

Representatives from businesses that produce very small and small quantities of hazardous waste attended the
September 16, 2015 Hazardous Waste workshop held by Anoka County Environmental Services (763-422-
7093) (program slides).  The attendees recieved information, not only on managing hazardous waste, but on
protection of their community’s water resources and drinking water supply.

Businesses, nonprofit organizations, and units of government that generate most types of hazardous waste at
sites in Anoka County are required to report that waste annually to Environmental Services, pay a fee, and
obtain a license for the subsequent year. “Businesses that generate hazardous wastes in Anoka County have
made management of the wastes a priority for the protection of our natural and water resources” said Bart
Biernat, Environmental Health Specialist.

Household Hazardous Waste. Businesses are not the only generators of hazardous wastes in Anoka County.
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Workshop attendees were challenged to help get the message out to residents that they should also protect our
natural resources by properly disposing of their household hazardous wastes at the Anoka County Household
Hazardous Waste Facility.

Attendees learned that efforts to manage their hazardous wastes were appreciated by county and city
agencies, and watershed management organizations that plan and manage local water resources for economic
and recreation use. Plus, local groundwater is the source of drinking water to homes and entire communities.
Many public water suppliers have established Wellhead Protection Areas to address pollution sources (such
as business hazardous waste and household hazardous waste) near public water wells.

NEXT WORKSHOP.  Anoka County Environmental Services will be holding a Large Quantity Hazardous
Waste Generator workshop on Wednesday, September 23, 2015.  For more information call Laura Schmidt at
763-422-7253.
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Rake leaves from your curb, gutter and sidewalks

 October 1st, 2015  acknowtheflow

Our wooded properties make us proud of our communities.  As the leaves turn color and fall, they provide a
beautiful show BUT require cleanup.  Decaying plant material that ends up in ponds and streams reduces
water quality.  Please do not rake leaves into the street.

Composting is a microbial process that converts plant materials such as grass clippings and leaves to a more
usable organic soil amendment or mulch. Gardeners have used compost for centuries to increase soil organic
matter, improve soil physical properties, and supply some of the essential nutrients for plant growth.
Mulching refers to the practice of applying a layer of materials such as compost, leaves, or grass clippings to
the soil surface in order to modify soil temperature and moisture as well as control weeds and soil erosion.

Because many communities ban outdoor burning and have laws that prohibit dumping of leaves and grass
clippings into landfills, composting and mulching have become attractive ways to manage yard waste and
recycle natural materials.

Drop-Off Options –  Bring your leaves and grass to the Anoka County Compost Sites at a cost of $5 for up
to 4 cubic yards (50 cents for each additional cubic yard).  Come back to the compost site to get a compost
that your can use in your yard and landscaping. The hours for the sites are :

Bunker Hills Site (Hanson Blvd. 1 mile north of Hwy 242 in Coon Rapids) Mondays through Fridays
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. or sundown, whichever is first; Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Sundays
Noon to 5 p.m.
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Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Site (County Road 14 to the east of I-35W) Tuesdays and Thursdays from
10.a.m. to 7 p.m. or sundown, whichever is first; Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Sundays Noon to
5 p.m.

Backyard Composting – Or consider the advantages of composting right in your backyard.

For more information call the Anoka County Recycling and Resource Solutions at 763-323-5730.
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Linwood Township Awarded 2015 Outstanding Conservationist

 October 9th, 2015  acknowtheflow

The Anoka Conservation District selected Linwood Township as the 2015 Anoka County Outstanding
Conservationist. Linwood’s dedicated residents and civic leaders prove what can be done to protect their
precious natural resources in a cost-effective way.

A member of the Sunrise River Watershed Management Organization, Linwood is implementing water
planning, resource monitoring, inventory and diagnostic studies. Through success in obtaining Clean Water
Fund grants Linwood was able to install carp barriers at Typo Lake and Martin Lake.

Linwood Township has earned the title 2015 Anoka County Outstanding Conservationist
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Jamie Schurbon (Water Specialist), Vici Nass (ACD Board Member) Bob
Millerbernd (Linwood Township Board Member)
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Coon Rapids fighting pollution with rain gardens

 October 29th, 2015  acknowtheflow

In the City of Coon Rapids, 18 curb-cut rain gardens will be installed this fall. The rain gardens will be
evenly distributed between two neighborhoods that contribute runoff (water drainage from roofs, driveways,
roads, sidewalks, etc) into Woodcrest Creek and Sand Creek that flow into the Mississippi River. The
neighborhoods were identified as the most effective locations for rain gardens. The 18 residents (17 homes
and one City of Coon Rapids property) have agreed to maintain the rain gardens for a 10-year period.

Stormwater runoff from the neighborhoods into gutter and storm-drains discharge to the creeks untreated.
The rain gardens will reduce volume and pollutant loading by allowing the runoff to soak into the ground.
Funding is provided by the Coon Creek Watershed District and ACD provided property targeting, promotion,
design, and construction oversight.

View the VIDEO (YouTube, CTN Coon Rapids; 2:26).
For more information about rain gardens go to the Anoka Conservation District website or call 763-434-
2030.
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Order your trees and shrubs

 October 23rd, 2015  acknowtheflow

The Anoka Conservation District is excepting preorders for the annual Tree and Shrub Sale.  The District
offers a wide variety of native stock, including black cherry trees, mixed oak trees, red maple trees, and white
pine trees. The trees and shrubs are sold in bare root seedlings or transplants and most are 10! to 24! in
height. They may be purchased in bundles of ten for $17, or twenty-five for $30 not including tax.  Native
prairie seed and tree aids are also available. You do not need to be an Anoka County Resident to order.

The Tree and Shrub Sale website also contains information about the kinds of trees and shrubs to plant in
your particular situation along with planting directions.

You may purchase these trees and shrubs by:

1. Online ordering,
2. Mail in an Order Form, or
3. Order by phone (763-434-2030 x10).
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4th graders: get your free pass to national parks

 October 28th, 2015  acknowtheflow

Every Kid in a Park is a National Parks Service initiative to engage and create supporters and advocates of
nature’s environment and provide an appreciation of America’s history and culture. The immediate goal is to
provide an opportunity for every child across the country to experience America’s public lands and waters in
person throughout the 2015-2016 school year.

Parents, teachers, families, and children, explore together the millions of acres of national parks, historic
structures, cultural artifacts, ancient forests, snow-capped mountains, and clear blue lakes. 4th graders and
their families (or classrooms) get free access to hundreds of parks, lands and waters for the entire school year.
To begin, access an Every Kid in a Park pass. The pass will give you free access to national parks, national
forests, national wildlife refuges, and more!
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Fourth-grade teachers can also download activities and print Free National Park passes for each of your
students. The passes are good through August 31, 2016. Get yours today and plan a trip! For information,
please contact via email everykidinapark@ios.doi.gov or visit https://www.everykidinapark.gov/.

Mississippi National River and Recreation Area extends 72 miles along the Mississippi River. Part of the
park extends along the Anoka County border in Ramsey, Anoka, Coon Rapids and Fridley where there’s a
dam and water treatment works draw water for people. You can learn about river ecosystems at several of the
recreation area’s visitor centers, including an interpretive center in Minneapolis. A heron rookery lies just
downstream. Across the river in St. Paul, the Mississippi River Visitor Center helps you explore the park and
plan activities — from river walks and canoeing to biking and birding. In the winter, visitors often don
snowshoes or cross-country skis to traverse river trails. Numerous points of interest lie just north and south of
the Minneapolis area, including Hastings River Flats where a dam provides a perfect ecosystem for the eagles
you can observe there.

Did you know: At Lake Itasca, where the Mississippi River begins, the river elevation is 1,475 feet above sea
level. And is 841 feet at the Coon Rapids Dam. It drops to sea level at the Gulf of Mexico. More than half of
that drop occurs within the state of Minnesota.

Voyageurs National Park – A little more than a half-day drive from the Twin Cities, Voyageurs National
Park lies due north near the Canadian border. Voyageur is a French word meaning “traveler,” and pertains
especially to those involved with the North American fur trade in the 1700s. Hardy men paddled large canoes
on connecting lakes and rivers on a route stretching from northwest Canada to Montreal and through what is
now the park. Water covers almost 40 percent of the park. The Rainy Lake Visitor Center features a film and
exhibits detailing the area’s history and voyageur routes. Many visitors rent houseboats and explore
wilderness areas punctuated by many islands. Hikers may choose from nine trails, from short loop walks to
back country excursions. On your hike, you may see black bear and white-tailed deer, and in winter may spot
fox and otter on frozen ponds. Visitors with additional time can visit Grand Portage National Monument, a
park that marks the spot where voyageurs and Native Americans made a “grand portage” between Lake
Superior and inland waterways. The park is northwest of Duluth on Lake Superior.
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Water Master Stewards coming to Anoka County communities

 October 28th, 2015  acknowtheflow

The Rice Creek Watershed District and Mississippi Watershed Management Organization are seeking
volunteers committed to water resource protection and driven to make a difference by becoming a Master
Water Steward. By combining your talents and energy with your local watershed organization – you can
protect and enhance the lake, creek, river, wetland and groundwater resources that offer recreation
opportunities and supply drinking water in your community.

Stewards will learn about the water issues that the watershed and other agencies are addressing. Watershed
staff and local experts will support Stewards to complete a capstone project in the first year.

What Master Water Stewards Do

Identify pollution sources and create strategies for reducing pollutants.
Be an example of how water pollution can be controlled in your neighborhood.
Educate neighbors and businesses on the environmental problems in their area.
Target pollution sources that are harming water resources such as pet waste, fertilizer or pesticides.
Encourage community action to reduce water pollution by coordinating the installation of rain-
gardens (3:55 video by Anoka Conservation Dist.), rain-barrels and other rain-scape techniques.
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Rice Creek Watershed District will hold classes every other Tuesday evening from 6-8 pm between January
19 and July 12, 2016, and the cost is $200 (scholarships available). For more information contact Jessica
Bromelkamp at jbromelkamp@ricecreek.org or 763-398-3073. Please click here to find out if you are located
within the RCWD.

Mississippi Watershed Management Organization will hold an information session on Tuesday,
November 17, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. For more information contact Michele Ross, Program Specialist at 612-746-
4983 or mross@mwmo.org. To see if you are located in MWMO, view the map: MWMO watershed.

More opportunities to volunteer in the protection of local water resources are available by contacting the
Anoka Conservation District or the watershed organization in your community:

Coon Creek Watershed District
Lower Rum River Watershed Management Organization
Upper Rum River Watershed Management Organization
Sunrise River Watershed Management Organization
Vadnais Lake Area Watershed Management Organization
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Coon Creek Watershed District is planning to protect water quality

 November 6th, 2015  acknowtheflow

The Coon Creek Watershed District (CCWD) has released its draft Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) and
Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategy (WRAPS) reports for public review and comment through
Thursday, January 28. 2015. For more information see the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
(MPCA) public notice. The reports are posted on the CCWD website.

Required by the federal Clean Water Act, a TMDL is a scientific study, conducted on waters assessed to be
impaired, that calculates the maximum amount of a pollutant that a waterbody can receive and still meet
acceptable water quality standards for that pollutant. It is a process that identifies all the sources of the
pollutant causing an impairment and quantifies necessary reductions among them.

The Watershed Restoration and Protection Strategies (WRAPS) report is required by the Minnesota Clean
Water Legacy Act and uses TMDL and other information to develop strategies for addressing point and
nonpoint pollution sources. The objective is to restore impaired waters and protect unimpaired waters from
degradation. This report is a collaboration among the MPCA, other state agencies, local government partners,
and other stakeholders.

Comments on the reports should be submitted in writing by Jan. 28, 2016, to Rachel Olmanson, MPCA, 520
Lafayette Road N., Saint Paul, MN 55155-4194, or sent by email to rachel.olmanson@state.mn.us. Olmanson
is available to answer questions at 651-757-2473.
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Veterans Day Programs

 November 7th, 2015  acknowtheflow

World War I – known as “The Great War” – ended when an armistice, or temporary cessation of hostilities,
between the Allied nations and Germany went into effect on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the
eleventh month. For that reason, November 11, 1918, is regarded as the end of “the war to end all wars.” In
1919, President Wilson proclaimed November 11 as the first Armistice Day.

Armistice Day was primarily a day set aside to honor veterans of World War I, but in 1954, after World War
II had required the greatest mobilization of soldiers, sailors, Marines and airmen, Congress removed the word
“Armistice” from the law and inserted in its place the word “Veterans.” With the approval of this legislation,
November 11th became a day to honor American veterans of all wars.

The observance of Veterans Day is a celebration to honor America’s veterans for their patriotism, love of
country, and willingness to serve and sacrifice for the common good. Many celebrations and observance of
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Veterans Day are taking place in Anoka County including:

Anoka High School. Veterans are invited to the Veterans Day Assembly on November 11, 2015 from
9:00am to 10:00am. More information.
Andover High School. Veterans are invited to the Veterans Day Assembly on November 11, 2015 from
9:00am to 9:45am.
Blaine High School. Veterans are invited to attend the Veterans Day Assembly on November 11, 2015
from 10:00am to 11:00am. More information.
Fridley Community/Senior Center. Veterans are invited to the Veterans Day Celebration on November
11, 2015 from 11:00am to 1:30pm. More information.
Read more about Veterans Day events and discounts at http://www.anokacounty.us/2218

VIDEOS

History of Veterans Day (YouTube, History Channel; 3:28)
Veterans Day Tribute (YouTube, Ryan Kohler; 3:26)
Veterans Day Tribute to the US Military (YouTube, pmiller1976’s; 10:00)

BOOKS  There are a lot of books about war. But if you want to read about it from someone who was actually
there, here’s a selection of books by Minnesota veterans and authors (from the TwinCitiesPioneerPress).
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Green Lights Recycling celebrates America Recycles Day

 November 11th, 2015  acknowtheflow

Green Lights Recycling (GLR) has announced a new recycling program set to begin in conjunction with
America Recycled Day on November 15, 2015. GLR will offer FREE RECYCLING for all types of cell
phones, iPads and electronic tablets. The Green Lights drop-off location is at 10040 Davenport Street NE,
Blaine MN 55449. Hours are Monday through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Since September of 1995, Green Lights Recycling, Inc. has provided recycling services that have expanded.
GLR began by recycling fluorescent lamps and High Intensity Discharge (HID) Lamps.  GLR recycles older
PCB Ballasts and newer Electronic Ballasts.  GLR is based in Blaine where the recycling process is done
converting otherwise hazardous waste into re-usable commodity grade goods.  Materials such as glass, metal
end caps, brass tips, phosphorous powder and even elemental mercury are reclaimed.
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Rum River water quality project completed

 November 16th, 2015  acknowtheflow

The Rum River is an important watershed corridor between Mille Lacs Lake and the Mississippi River.
Erosion adds more than 250,000 pounds of sediment to the Rum every year in a length of the
river recently acquired by Anoka County and designated the Cedar Creek Conservation Area. This year,
Anoka County Parks Department and the Anoka Conservation District with the support of the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources and the Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Fund completed a River Bank
Stabilization Project that will reduce sediment entering the Rum River by 286,875 pounds per year.
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“The Rum River is a crucial corridor for water quality, habitat, recreation, and the fishing we in Minnesota
know and love, both upstream and downstream,” said Anoka County Commissioner Matt Look, an avid
outdoorsman. “Shoring up this section of river bank and slowing down the river’s trajectory at times when
it’s roaring with rainfall will help maintain and restore the water quality for generations.” 

Other projects in the Rum River Watershed include:



Other projects in the Rum River Watershed include:

Rum River – Watershed Restoration and Protection (Anoka Conservation District)
Rum River Shores Development (City of Anoka)
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Waterspot on League of Women Voters natural resources
conservation

 November 21st, 2015  acknowtheflow

The Natural Resources initiatives of the League of Women Voters – Minnesota promotes policies and actions
to maintain an environment beneficial to life through the protection and wise management of natural
resources. League activists helped pass the Clean Water Act. Water issues, including groundwater protection,
agricultural runoff and the Safe Drinking Water Act energize League members into action at the local, state
and national levels.

In Minnesota, the League supports:

Sustainable agricultural that provides safe food and preserves natural resources.
Measures to reduce air pollution from vehicular and stationary sources.
Responsible energy policies and goals.
Measures to ensure safe treatment, storage and disposal of all wastes.
Comprehensive long-range transportation planning that preserves natural resources.
Preservation and management of Minnesota’s water resources through protection, allocation,
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conservation, pricing and protective watershed basin transfer policies.
A water conservation plan emphasizing preservation and efficient use.

The Upper Mississippi River Region Inter-League Organization (ILO),  formed in October 2015, will
establish a strategic plan to protect the Upper Mississippi River Region. The ILO incorporates local Leagues
of Minnesota, Illinois, Wisconsin and Iowa. This group will conduct community outreach to educate on
specific land use, agricultural, industrial, residential effects on the water quality. Partnering with governing
officials and other concerned organizations, the goal is to improve and protect the water quality. of this
remarkable eco system.

Track the activities and progress of the League of Women Voters ABC (Anoka, Blaine and Coon Rapids)
through their Webpage and Facebook.
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The Watershed Approach (Video Series)

 December 2nd, 2015  acknowtheflow

Four-part video series developed by the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency

The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency has developed a four-part series on the “Watershed Approach” a
relatively new process for gauging the health of Minnesota’s waters and taking action to protect or restore
them. The series includes:

Part 1 – What is a watershed?
Part 2 – How we got where we are
Part 3 – The watershed approach and 10-year cycle
Part 4 – Getting involved in the process

This series is a great tool for introducing citizens and volunteers to local watershed work, for opening public
meetings on watershed projects and to sharing with students.
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Comments welcomed on the Central Anoka County Reg. Trail Plan

 December 16th, 2015  acknowtheflow

COMMENTS ARE ACCEPTED UNTIL JANUARY 15TH. The proposed Central Anoka County
Regional Trail is a 26 mile paved regional trail that traverses the middle of Anoka County connecting
Mississippi West Regional Park in Ramsey, MN to Rice Creek Chain of Lakes Park Reserve in Lino Lakes
and Centerville, MN. The trail master plan was first adopted by the Anoka County Board of Commissioners
in 1999 and then expanded to the Washington County line in 2008. A total of approximately 16 miles of the
trail have been constructed to date.

The County has an opportunity to partner with the City of Andover to construct a pedestrian tunnel under
CSAH 116 to provide safe passage into Bunker Hills Regional Park. Therefore, to take advantage of this
partnership, Anoka County is proposing to amend the Central Anoka County Regional Trail Master Plan to
include the tunnel into the regional trail plan. The indicated area shows the location of the trail in the county
and the location of the proposed master plan amendment.
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The pedestrian tunnel under CSAH 116 (indicated/circled) will provide
safe passage into Bunker Hills Regional Park.

Information can be obtained by visiting www.anokacountyparks.com. Those who have questions or
comments may contact the Project Manager: Karen Blaska, Park Planner, Anoka County Parks and
Recreation Department, 550 Bunker Lake Blvd. NW, Andover, MN 55304 or via telephone at 763-767-2865
or e-mail at karen.blaska@co.anoka.mn.us. Written comments on the master plan are preferred and may be
submitted to the project manager listed above.

 Posted in Announcements, City of Andover, Good to Know
« For the sake of our lakes, keep your pavement on a low-salt diet
Fridley joins in making well sealing grants available »
Both comments and pings are currently closed.

Comments are closed.
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Fridley joins in making well sealing grants available

 December 21st, 2015  acknowtheflow

The City of Fridley has grants available to assist property owners with sealing unused wells. The grants
provides 50% reimbursement of eligible costs (up to a total of $750) for contracted well sealing work. If you
have a well and are interested in having this work done, please complete the application.

Cost-share grants available for a limited time. The cities of Blaine, Circle Pines, Fridley, Lexington
and Lino Lakes have established a Well Sealing Cost Share Grant program for residents (and property
owners) to have old wells sealed near a city well that supplies drinking water to the community. The grant is
available to residents to seal unused wells before April 2016. Contact your city Wellhead Protection Manager
to obtain a well sealing cost-share grant application:

Blaine: 763-785-6188 (Jim Hafner) jhafner@ci.blaine.mn.us
Circle Pines: 763-231-2611 (Chandra Peterson) cpeterson@ci.circle-pines.mn.us
Fridley: 763-572-3554 (Beth Kendrick) beth.kondrick@fridleymn.gov
Lexington: 763-354-2805 (Tina Northcutt) tnlexington@comcast.net
Lino Lakes: 651-982-2435 (Marty Asleson) marty.asleson@ci.lino-lakes.mn.us
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See the Directory of Area Water Well Contractors to obtain bids to seal abandoned wells. For more
information on well sealing go to the MDH Well Sealing webpage.

Disclosing wells during a sale or property transfer. When a home, farm, or other property is sold or
transferred Minnesota Statutes, section 103I.235 requires the seller to disclose the number and the status of
all wells on the property and provide a sketch map showing the location of each well. Often unused wells are
sealed at that time. However a cost-share grant may not be available.

Is your property in a Drinking Water Supply Management Area? Go to the DWSMA Map to see if your
property is close enough to a municipal drinking water supply well to be included in the City’s Drinking
Water Supply Management Area.

The grants must be applied for; awarded; and used by April 2016, so please do not delay in applying.
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Waterspot on Sandhill Crane Natural Area – a natural treasure

 December 28th, 2015  acknowtheflow

The Sandhill Crane Natural Area natural area is named for the stately sandhill crane that graces lake shores. It
is cooperatively managed by the City of East Bethel, Anoka County Parks, and two state agencies. This
innovative approach to open space protection, marked by ecological information, has earned national awards.

The SCNA contains various wetland communities as well as prairie, oak savanna and oak forest. Wildlife
found in the area includes bald eagles and Blanding’s turtles.

From a Humble Beginning. In 1993, East Bethel wished to acquire an 18-acre parcel from the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources on Deer Lake as a nature center or preserve. As East Bethel opened
discussions it became apparent that many adjacent landowners were willing to consider preserving the unique
natural features of the larger area cataloged in the Minnesota County Biological Survey.

The City formed a task force holding public open house events to permit residents to guide the establishment
of the Natural Area and defined a vision statement for managing the ecologically significant 495-acre area to
“protect and preserve the natural resources of the area, to provide appropriate recreational uses, and to
encourage the involvement of adjacent landowners and area residents in participating in land conservation
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programs.”

The process of reaching an agreement to establish plans and the cooperation of county and state agencies
have led to a promise that this natural area will stay pretty much as it is. For adjacent landowner and SCNA
Citizen Advisory Committee member Lorraine Bonin, the status quo is just fine. “We hear the sandhill
cranes; it’s such a wild sound. There are loons here, and egrets. Walking once, in winter, I met a fox on the
trail. However long it took to put this agreement together, it was worth it.”

For more information see the SCNA Case Study.
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*Wonderful winter
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*Winter fun
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>Coon creek meeting
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Waterspot on Sandhill Crane Natural Area – a natural treasure

 December 28th, 2015  acknowtheflow

The Sandhill Crane Natural Area is named for the stately sandhill crane that graces lake shores. It is
cooperatively managed by the City of East Bethel, Anoka County Parks, and two state agencies. This
innovative approach to open space protection, marked by ecological information, has earned national awards.

The SCNA contains various wetland communities as well as prairie, oak savanna and oak forest. Wildlife
found in the area includes bald eagles and Blanding’s turtles.

From a Humble Beginning. In 1993, East Bethel wished to acquire an 18-acre parcel from the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources on Deer Lake as a nature center or preserve. As East Bethel opened
discussions it became apparent that many adjacent landowners were willing to consider preserving the unique
natural features of the larger area cataloged in the Minnesota County Biological Survey.

The City formed a task force holding public open house events to permit residents to guide the establishment
of the Natural Area and defined a vision statement for managing the ecologically significant 495-acre area to
“protect and preserve the natural resources of the area, to provide appropriate recreational uses, and to
encourage the involvement of adjacent landowners and area residents in participating in land conservation
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programs.”

The process of reaching an agreement to establish plans and the cooperation of county and state agencies
have led to a promise that this natural area will stay pretty much as it is. For adjacent landowner and SCNA
Citizen Advisory Committee member Lorraine Bonin, the status quo is just fine. “We hear the sandhill
cranes; it’s such a wild sound. There are loons here, and egrets. Walking once, in winter, I met a fox on the
trail. However long it took to put this agreement together, it was worth it.”

For more information contact Jack Frost (East Bethel City Administrator) at 763-367-7850 and see the SCNA
Case Study.
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Waterspot on the Minnesota Well Index

 December 30th, 2015  acknowtheflow

Recently the Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) launched an improved online database called
the Minnesota Well Index (Index) of home and cabin water well construction records. The MDH protects the
safety of drinking water by establishing standards for the location, construction and maintenance of water
supply wells at homes, cabins and public water supply systems. In Anoka County there are over 25,000 home
and cabin wells that provide drinking water to over 80,000 residents.

Following the establishment of the state Well Code in 1974, water wells have been constructed to a uniform
standard. Well contractors play an important role in keeping homeowners informed about the wells on their
property by submitting well construction (and well sealing) records to the MDH. The records are added to the
Index to assist property owners, realtors and contractors in learning the well unique number, location, depth,
construction date, geology and aquifer water source.

The Index does not contain information for all wells – so the absence of information about a well on a
property does not mean there is no well on that property. Many wells were constructed at homes and farms
before well records were required (1974).

For more information about your home/cabin well and protecting your drinking water supply please checkout
the MDH Well Owners Handbook. If you have questions about well information, please contact the MDH
Well Management Section at 651-201-4600 or 1-800-383-9808, or health.minnesotawellindex@state.mn.us.
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